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PEEFACE. 



These sketches are designed as a help to those 
who undertake Meetings for the working classes. It 
is not intended that their exact form and language 
should always be adopted. They are only outlines 
of subjects which have been used at Mothers' Meet- 
ings and at Bible Readings with men : they require 
filling up with anecdotes and illustrations^ according 
to the mind of the reader ; and these, in order to 
keep up the attention and interest of the hearers, 
should be largely interspersed. But, above all 
things, every reading to be profitable must be 
preceded by thought and much Prayer. The sub- 
ject must be studied from Scripture itself, or life 
and power will be wanting. Heart must speak to 
heart. 
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The narratives of Scripture are unknown to many 
of the poorer classes. They have not the time nor 
the mind to study them, and when they hear them 
well read and explained, they are not only surprised, 
but deeply interested. A personal application of 
the truths, to be found in every one of them, is often 
received with loving gratitude. God has promised 
to bless His own Word, and acting in faith on that 
promise, those who superintend Mothers' Meetings 
will find that the Bible contains all that is needed 
to make the meeting interesting. The stories found 
in it surpass all others : they are true, they speak to 
the heart, they have a Divine power. 

In conducting any Meeting the aim should always 
be the very highest : even winning souls to Christ, 
and promoting the glory of His Name. Then, having 
sought for ourselves the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
and having studied the Word in the Presence of the 
Lord, we shall come forth * blessed and blessing.' 

The hope that it may, in some measure, con- 
tribute to the attainment of these objects, has sug- 
gested the publication of this little work. 
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I. 

THE FALL. 

GENESIS m. 



This chapter contains the account of the entrance 
of sin into this world, and of *' death by sin." 

There are two subjects that we may, with God's 
blessing, profitably talk of to-day. But let me first 
remind you how we all need the teaching of God's 
Holy Spirit. It is He who must unfold to us the 
lessons of Holy Scripture ; it is He who must apply 
them to our hearts, so that we may profit by them. 

Our two subjects are : 

I. Sm AND ITS BITTER CONSEQUENCES. 

II. Woman's influence. 

I. What is sin ? " Sin is the transgression of the 
law." (1 John iii. 4.) God made a law (Gen. ii. 17) : 
it was clearly understood by Adam and Eve. (Chap. 

B 
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iii. 2, 3.) Their condition at this time was one of 
perfect innocence and purity, and with such a state 
of heart they would naturally love and obey God's 
law. 

It was therefore with great craft and subtlety that 
the Evil One, who had designed their ruin, arranged 
his temptation. Let us mark his way; for as he 
acted with our first parents, so he acts even now. 
He implies a doubt : " Hath God said ? " 

How often is a question the beginning of departure 
from a right course, and this question in particular : 
" Hath God said ? " May not His words be mis- 
understood ? Are we to believe such strictness is 
intended ? Are we to take this line, so marked, so 
different from what others think or do ? Oh, never 
parley with temptation ! If you doubt, you let in 
the thin end of the wedge, and what follows ? 

Listening, Eve was charmed : " faith " fled, " sight " 
prevailed (2 Cor. v. 7) when she saw. (Ver. 6.) Look- 
ing away from the unseen, she fixed an unholy gaze 
on forbidden fruit ; the longing for it followed ; God 
and His holy law were forgotten. Self-gratification 
was in her power : she put forth her hand and " took 
of the fruit." Did she not tremble as she plucked 
it ? Did she not hesitate ? No. She saw and felt 
a power of obtaining that which was " good for food " 
(the lust of the flesh) ; " pleasant to the eyes " (the 
lust of the eyes): "a tree to be desired to make 
one wise " (the pride of life) (ver. 6, and 1 John ii. 
16), — and she took and did eat. Thus she fell. The 
desire gratified may be pleasant at the time : " Bread 
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The Fall 3 

of deceit is sweet, but afterwards the mouth shall 
be filled with gravel." (Prov. xx. 17.) 

Eve did not sin alone : but of this more presently. 
Let us consider what were the consequences of dis- 
obeying the known command of God ? 

First, Shame. God's presence, which had been 
their great joy and happiness, is now shunned. They 
want to hide from Him ; they could not stand in the 
light. (John iii. 1 9, 20.) Sin is the only thing that 
can separate between us and God. It did so with 
Israel of old. (Isaiah lix. 1, 2.) It does so now. 

I speak to those who know something of prayer, 
and of the love of Jesus. If you have done any- 
thing which your conscience tells you was wrong, do 
you not know the feeling of being ashamed to seek 
the Lord's presence and to speak to Him ? (1 John 
iii. 20, 21.) We see ti in our children : we know 
the look of shame, the backwardness to come to us, 
and thereby we perceive that something is amiss ; we 
guess some fault has been committed, before perhaps 
we know the full truth. 

But not only was shame the result of their sin, — 

THEY WERE NOW UNDER CONDEMNATION. They had 

to listen to God's judgment. (Ver. 16—19.) The 
ground was cursed ; and woman was to suffer pain 
and sorrow in child-birth. Can we wonder at this ? 
No. But let us pause and wonder at God's grace 
and love, in at once promising the Saviour. (Ver. 15.) 
Here then is the remedy for sin, — in Jesus. 
(John iii. 16, 17.) In the words of ver. 15, He was 
promised to our first parents. They and all the Old 
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Testament saints looked forward by faith : we by 
faith look back^ and all alike may see in Jesus 
Christ a full atonement. " For as in Adam all die, 
so in Christ shall all be made alive." (1 Cor. xv. 
22.) These words plainly tell us that we are all 
partakers of the same condemnation as Adam and 
Eve, and may be with them, equally partakers of the 
benefits of Christ's death, through faith in Him. 

But now then comes the question for us each: 
Have we believed in Christ ? Have we accepted His 
salvation ? And do we live as those who, though 
great sinners, having heard of a great and loving 
Saviour, give up all to follow Him ? 

II. We must pass on now to our second subject — 
Woman's influence. 

Eve used it for evil : she persuaded her husband 
(ver. 6), and he shared with her the sin and the con- 
sequences: the shame and remorse as well as the 
punishment that followed. The influence of women 
is very great : we see it in the Bible, we see it in 
history, we see it all around us ; we see it for good 
and for evil, — ^in virtuous wives and holy mothers, and 
in women who are not virtuous and holy. 

It seems strange that those who are by nature the 
weakest should have so much influence. But we all 
know that it is so. And if we would influence for 
good, let us remember that gentleness is the true 
secret of such influence. It is the gentle loving 
wives who win their own way. 

The subject is too full to go into to-day. I would 
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rather put it before you as one to meditate upon, 
and to think of for yourselves. 

Look at the Scripture examples : Rebekah, who 
influenced her son Jacob to deceive his aged father. 
(Gen, xxvii. 6 — 18.) Jezebel, who planned and per- 
suaded her husband to accomplish the death of the 
innocent Naboth, that he might obtain his vineyard. 
(1 Kings xxi. 5 — 16.) Abigail, who by her gentle 
persuasion averted King David's wrath from her 
husband Nabal. (1 Sam. xxv.) And, lastly, Solomon, 
whose many wives turned away his heart from serving 
the Lord perfectly. (1 King xi. 4.) See, in all these 
instances, and the many others you may find in the 
Bible, how for evil and for good, women have in- 
fluenced men. 

I will only now make this one remark: Dear 
mothers; since woman's first infiuence with man 
was for evil, shall not our one endeavour be to do 
man good ? Shall we not strive to win the hearts of 
our husbands and sons to love that which is good 
and holy ? charming them by our own loving ways 
and words, and leading them by our perpetual in- 
fluence to love that Saviour we love, and to walk in 
the ways of righteousness and peace ; " that if any 
obey not the Word, they may also without the Word 
be won by the conversation of their wives." (1 Pet. 
iii. 4.) 
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II. 
ENOCH'S WALK WITH GOD. 

GENE9I8 V. 21—24. HEBREWS XI. 5, 6. 

Enoch's faith is explained in these two expressions: 
" Walking with God." " Pleasing God." 

It is of the walk of faith, so pleasing to our loving 
Heavenly Father, that I wish to talk with you to- 
day. 

Walking with God implies : 

I. That we must be friends with God; or, 
to speak in Scripture words. We must be reconciled 
to God. (2 Cor. v. 20.) "Can two walk together 
except they be agreed ? " asks the Prophet. (Amos 
iii. 3.) People do not walk together if they are 
enemies, or if they are hating one another, neither 
can they walk together, if they are at a distance 
from one another. 

You know that by nature and before we are con- 
verted, the Bible tells us that our state is one of 
enmity with God, and that we are far from Him. 
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Look at these Scriptures, Rom, viii. 7 ; Eph. ii. 2, 17 ; 
Col. i. 21 ; James iv. 4. Is not this what they really 
tell us ? The Gospel message is, " Be ye reconciled 
to God." (2 Cor. v. 18, 20.) " Draw near to GoA" 
(James iv. 8.) Have you ever considered this point 
with reference to yourself ? Are you at peace with 
God ? Are you (we may say it with reverence) in a 
state of friendship with Him ? 

Believe me, you cannot walk with God as Enoch 
did, unless this first point is established, — ^your peace 
with God. And that peace must be based upon sin 
forgiven, washed away in the blood of Jesus. (Eph. 
ii. 13.) This is the starting point. It is a great 
thing to make a right start. Do not think you have 
to walk up to forgiveness. No: you must make 
your start /rom that point. Come into the covenant 
God oflFers through Christ; take your place as a 
child, and then walk in holy fellowship with the 
Lord Himself. 

II. Walking with God implies, walking in 
God's way. 

What that way is, the Lord Jesus Christ has shown 
us, both by precept and example, when He was on 
earth. We find what His rule of life was (John viii. 
29) : " I do always those things that please Him ; " 
and He has "left us an example that we should 
follow His steps." (1 Pet. ii. 21.) 

It is not an easy way, for our Lord Himself tells 
us of a daily cross to be taken up, and speaks of it 
as a strait and narrow way. Our own will must 
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be given up: it must be (me with our Heavenly 
Father's. This is not accomplished all at once ; many 
a slip, nay, even severe falls there may be ; but our 
faces will be Zion-ward, and we shall be learning by 
our falls to lean more upon the arm of Him with 
whom we are walking, to trust more implicitly to 
His guidance. And drawn on in sweet and holy 
companionship by our Heavenly Friend, we shall 
have the same object in view, the same desire,— even 
the glory of God. The language of our hearts will 
be, ''I strive to do always such things as please 
Him." 

in. Walking with God implies, that WE HOLD 

CONVERSE WITH GOD. 

(1 John i. 3.) Two friends do not walk together 
in silence : they talk of many things. What is in- 
teresting to one cannot fail to interest the other. 

So in this heavenly walk we shall often talk with 
the Lord, and listen to what He says. Our interests 
are near and dear to Him, our care is His : " He 
careth for us." (1 Pet. v. 7.) And if we are truly 
loving Him, what will interest us more than that 
which concerns His kingdom. His honour, and His 
glory ? 

Now, how is this with you ? Have you nothing 
to say to the Friend by your side? Or, do you 
often turn to Him, and talk with Him ? To you He 
says, " Let me hear thy voice." (Cant. ii. 14.) And 
when you have told Him all your cares and anxieties, 
told Him perhaps the same tale over and over again. 
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the same sad story of sin, weakness, folly ; when you 
have poured into His listening ear what you could 
confide to no earthly friend, will you not listen for 
His voice ? He will speak words so tender, so loving, 
so precious, that you will perhaps hardly believe they 
are meant for you, — words of love, pardon, and 
peace. " I have loved thee with an everlasting love." 
( Jer. xxxi. 3.) " Thy sins are forgiven." (Luke vii. 
48.) " My peace I give unto you." (John xiv. 27.) 
" Come unto Me : I will give you rest." (Matt. xi. 28.) 
These, and many more such, are the sweet whispers 
of His love. But it is a still small voice, and we must 
be ever listening, or we shall not catch the sound of it. 

Too much converse with the world will deaden our 
sense of hearing : self-indulgence will come between 
Jesus and our souls, and that voice which we love to 
hear will become faint, in proportion as other sounds 
are more attractive to us. We read the account of 
such a sad state of things in Cant. v. 6, where the 
Church having grown sleepy and sluggish, finds this 
to be her sorrowful experience : " I called, but He 
gave me no answer." Let not then your heavenly 
walk have many intervals of silence. 

Life is often compared to a walk in Scripture, 
because we are never standing stiU. It is a very 
solemn thought that we are either walking toward 
heaven or away from it ; that is, alas, towards hell, 
for there is no middle path. 

Time never stops: each moment is carrying us 
forward in the path we have chosen. We are 
either walking on "still in darkness," or, "in the 
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light of the Lord ; " every day completes a portion of 
our walk, every day's account goes up before God. 

We read in the Psalms this prayer of David : 
" Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk." 
(Psalm. 6xliil 8.) 

Will you make it your Prayer ? 

We must remember that we do not of ourselves 
know the right way. We must be taught of the 
Lord. (John vi. 45.) 

And even when looking to Him for guidance, we 
are sometimes in doubt and perplexity, we do not 
see exactly the right thing to do. We feel we are 
in darkness, and have need of a guiding light. 

David again tells us where he looked. (Psalm cxix. 
105.) The Word of God was his light. 

We have the very same Word to guide us : only 
we have much more of it, and may have even a 
fuller light than David had. 

There was another prayer that he used with refer- 
ence to this walk of faith. " Hold up my goings in 
Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." (Psalm xvii. 5.) 
Have you ever walked in dangerous places, up a 
steep cliflF, or on slippery ground ? And have you 
not felt the value of help ? Of a hand you could 
grasp, or a stick held out to you to seize, if the path 
was so narrow, or the ascent so steep that your friend 
could only go before you ? 

Life has many such slippery places and steep 
ascents: we need the help that David prayed for, 
and which is promised to us as well as to him. 
(Psalm xxxii. 8.) 
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But then, like him, we must resolve to go in this 
right way. He says, / ivUl walk before the Lord. 
(Psalm, cxvi. 13.) Doubtless the word spoken by 
God to Abraham was in his thoughts : " Walk before 
me." (Gen. xvii. 1.) 

To walk before the Lord is to do everything as in 
His presence : to bear in mind that His eye is always 
upon us. This will check the vain and foolish thought, 
the idle word, the worldly act ; and we shall be filled 
with that sweet sense of a loving Companionship, 
which we do not realize, if we are walking carelessly. 

There are many promises in the Bible, as well as 
many precepts, on the subject of this walk of faith. 
It would make a very interesting study if you were 
to look them out for yourselves ; we will only now 
glance at one promise, which we shall find in John viii. 
12, where Jesus says, " He that foUoweth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." 

Let us test ourselves by this promise. Are we in 
darkness ? If so, then we cannot be following Jesus 
closely. Oh, seek to walk " in the light, as He is in 
the light," for then to you belongs this precious pro- 
mise : " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin." (1 John i. 7.) 

Let us remember too, that darkness within comes 
more frequently from sin and worldliness, than from 
any other cause. " If thine eye be single, thy whole 
body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness." (Matt. 
vi. 22.) There are, as I say, many precepts on this 
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subject in Scripture. Far too many they are for us 
to talk of to-day. I will only tell you of three, 
which may help you in this heavenly walk : 

Walk in the Spirit. (GaL v. 16.) 

Walk in love. (Eph. v. 2.) 

Walk so as to please God. (1 Thess. iv. 1.) 

Hide these three precepts in your heart. Seek to 
make them the rule of your life, and you will find 
that "His commandments are not grievous," but 
that " in keeping of them there is great reward." 
(1 Johnv. 3; Ps. xix. 11.) 

" The path of the just is as the shining light that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 
(Prov. iv. 18.) 
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III. 
THE FLOOD. 

GENESIS Vn. 

The history of the Flood is one familiar to us all. 
In our childhood we play with a Noah's Ark, and 
as we get old enough to understand, we are taught, 
either at home or at school, all the details of this 
beautiful story. 

But this familiarity with a Scripture narrative has 
its dangers. We are apt to miss the spiritual lesson ; 
we are content with the knowledge of the facts, 
without searching for any further instruction; we 
treat the subject superficially. 

Now, of all Holy Scripture it may be said, that it 
cannot be imderstood at a glance. We cannot read 
it as we do any ordinary book : it wants real study. 
I do not mean the study of the learned, nor the 
reasoning of a clever mind, but it wants searching 
into by the light and teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

Every book of the Bible is a mine of wealth, but 
we must dig into it. In the coal districts, the streaks 
of coal which appear above the ground give indica- 



Digitized 



by Google 



14* Lessons from Scripture. 

tions of a mine below. Who would be content to 
scrape this coal dust together and use it for firing ? 
Men are wiser than that. They dig deep, and work 
far down in the ground, and there they find a vast 
extent of coal, a supply which seems inexhaustible. 
So must it be with our way of reading the Bible. 
We must search as for hidden treasure (Prov. ii. 4) ; 
digging deeper and deeper : for the more we search, 
the more shall we be enriched. 

I have to day read only the 7th chapter of Genesis, 
but we must refer to the 6th for an account of God's 
command to Noah to build the Ark, and for the 
reason of it. 

The command we shall find in ver. 14, etc. The 
reason in verse 5. Now this verse I want you 
specially to mark, for the expression in the Hebrew, 
as given in our margin, is exceedingly strong : " the 
whole imagination," — that is, the purposes, desires, 
and thoughts of man's heart, — were " only evil con- 
tinually." Can there be any stronger language used 
to signify the intense wickedness of man ? 

In this sad state of things, there was one glorious 
exception : " Noah found grace in the sight of the 
Lord" (ver. 8); for to him the Lord says, "Thee 
have I seen righteous." (Chap. vii. 1.) Therefore, 
when the rest of the world were drowned, Noah was 
saved. 

You know the story : how he and his three sons 
and their wives, eight persons altogether, alone 
escaped the destruction that came upon all the 
world. You know how they were saved : by means 
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of the Ark which was made after God's own direc- 
tions. 

This Ark "the Lord shut him in" (ver. 16) ; and 
he was there, with his family and all the animals, for 
a whole year. Not till Gk)d's Word came to him 
could he leave the place of shelter. (Chap. viii. 16.) 

Now let us from all this story learn our lessons, 
looking at these two points : — 

I. Noah's faith and conduct. 

IT. The Type of the Ark. 

I. The first thing to observe in Noah is his faith 
(Heb. xi. 7) : this faith in God's Word led to im- 
plicit obedience. " Things not seen as yet " were to 
him realities; and in his daily life he kept this 
great truth before him, — * There is a flood coming,' 
though he saw not yet the clouds rising. He acted 
accordingly : " he prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house." He believed God's Word, and he obeyed it. 

Our life is naturally more influenced by the things 
seen and temporal, than by the unseen and eternal, 
but faith grasps as realities the unseen, and Gk)d's 
Word becomes the rule of life. 

Look at the state of things described by our Lord. 
(Matt. xxiv. 37.) He speaks of the days in which 
we live, and we find still the world divided between 
those who believe God's Word, and those who believe 
it not. The conduct of men shows to which class 
they belong. Observe in Noah's conduct how un- 
compromising he was. In spite of jeers, and scofis. 
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and taunts, he worked away at the ark day by day : 
unmoved by the unbelief of others, uninfluenced by 
their ways of going on, he was not ashamed of his 
occupation. He was not afraid to show his colours, 
and so he was a " preacher of righteousness " by his 
life and works, as well as by his words. 

The old and familiar proverb says, ''Example is 
better than precept," and some old writer once well 
said, " Conduct hath a tongue." I am sure that if 
we had Noah's faith and Noah's uprightness of 
conduct, we should have an influence upon others, 
and be doing the work of the Lord, though we speak 
not many words, and have neither the time nor the 
power to preach. And, if we would do good, we 
must like Noah take a different line from those 
around: we must be uncompromising. The true 
Christian has to go against the stream, and he must 
not be surprised if he often feels that he stands alone. 

II. You will know, without my telling you, that 
the ark was A Type of Jesus. 

A place of refuge, a home of safety, when all of 
earth was failing and being destroyed, — ^such was the 
ark. Such is Jesus to us. 

Mark what it says (chap. viL 23) : " Only Noah and 
they that were with him in the a/rk remained alive." 
Many were the lookers on, many probably may have 
helped to build ; but when the Lord had shut the 
door, it was not to be opened again. 

We can imagine the cries and entreaties of the 
now avxikened wretches, who clung to the outside 
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as long as they could, and clambered up to the tops 
of the highest trees and mountains. 

AU was in vain. Now, they wished they had 
heeded the preacher's voice. The past 120 years 
would seem to them a very little while : the days so 
long foretold had come at last, — and they were lost. 

Dear friends, will you let me urge upon you this 
question: Are you in Christ? or are you only a 
looker on, with a vague hope that all will be well ? 

As surely as the flood came and destroyed all who 
were not in the ark, so surely will the day of " the 
wrath of the Lamb come" (Rev. vi. 16, 17), and 
destroy all who have not fled to Him for refuge. 

"Now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
salvation." (2 Cor. vi. 2.) 

And it is not only safety that I would urge upon 
you; but happiness. You are not really happy if 
you are away from Christ. Your joy, if it is only of 
earth, is based upon a very slender foundation. 
Sickness, poverty, trial may (or I might say must) 
come, and what are you leaning upon ? If it is not 
on Jesus, your support, whatever it may be, will give 
way in the hour of your sorrow. If you can afford 
to live without Jesus, can you afford to die without 
Him ? Do you expect to live for this world and 
according to this world, and then to turn to Christ 
just at the last? The heart that turns from Him 
now, will not be any nearer to Him in the hour of 
sickness and of death, and it is often impossible for 
the poor sufferer to think of anything beyond the 
pain and weakness of the present moment. 

c 
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But if you are at peace with Him, if safe in Him, 
you have that which will never fail you. And just 
as every pleasure into which we can bring the 
presence of a loving Saviour will be greater, so will 
every trial be less, because we shall not bear the 
burden alone. 

A life of trial with Jesus is far happier than a life 
of prosperity without Him. " We walk by faith and 
not by sight/' and we look beyond this present time 
to the day when we shall *' weep no more." 

The door of the Ark stands open, and over that 
open door is the word. Come. Will you enter, and 
be safe and happy ? 

Or are you waiting for a more convenient season ? 
It will never come : and you will stand loohmg on 
only, and awake from your lethargy and indifference 
to find it is TOO LATE ; for ''the door was shut" (Matt 
XXV. 10.) 
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IV, 
JACOB'S DREAM» 

GENESIS XXym. 10-22. 

Jacx)B, the younger son of Isaac and Bebekah, was 
starting for a long journey under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances. 

What those circumstances were^ we find in the 
preceding chapter. 

He had brought upon himself the anger of Iiis 
elder brother Esau, by craftily obtaining the blessing 
of their aged father. (Gen, xxvii, 18 — 30.) 

In the bitterness of his disappointment, Esau 
exclaimed, '' Is not he rightly named Jacob ? (i,e,, a 
supplanter) for he hath supplanted me these two 
times: he took away my birthright, and now he 
hath taken away my blessing." (Ver. 36.) 

Later on in the chapter we read that Esau hated 
Jacob, and purposed to slay him. (Ver. 41.) 

These threatening words being repeated to Re- 
bekah, made her give the counsel of verses 43, 44 to 
her favourite Jacob. 

To give a good reason for his departure to Isaac, 
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Rebekah suggests that Jacob should go to Haran, 
to find there a wife. Her own relations lived at 
Padan-aram ; and amongst the daughters of Laban 
he would form a connection more acceptable to his 
parents, than had been Esau's alliance with the 
daughters of Heth. (Gen. xxvi. 34, 35.) 

'' So Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and sent 
him away." The passage we have read tells us of 
what occurred, on the first night after he had left the 
home of his youth. 

I. Let us look at his position. 

It was very solitary and forlorn. Referring to 
this period of time, afterwards, he says, "m^A my 
staff I passed over this Jordan." He had no pos- 
sessions, no friends with him : he was fiying from 
the fury of his brother Esau. He had left a very 
aged father, whom he must have felt doubtful of 
ever seeing again ; and a fond mother, whose loving 
care he must have greatly missed. This was his 
condition externally : within he must have had some 
feeling of disappointment when he thought of the 
birthright, and of the blessing, both of which he 
had obtained. He might have said to himself, " Is 
this the result of all my schemes and plans ? Is this 
the heritage of the first-bora, — ^to be a poor out-cast, 
to flee for my life ? " And perhaps some doubts 
over-shadowed his faith, — possibly, some remorse at 
the way he had treated his brother Esau. 

With only "the stones of the place" for his pillow, 
Jacob laid him down to sleep. 
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God was about to teach his child many lessons ; 
and He suffered him to be brought very low. 

It is often God's way with us all, before any 
special revelation is made to us. David says, " I was 
brought low, and He helped me." (Psa. cxvi. 6.) 
Every earthly connection must be broken : the heart 
must be made desolate. This is the first step in God's 
dealings with us ; but He has a purpose of love, and 
He will carry it out in His own way. 

11. God appeared to Jacob in a dream. (Ver. 
12.) It was a wonderful dream ! A ladder resting 
on the earth, but reaching up to heaven, and 
heavenly beings going up and down. Above the 
ladder stood the Lord Himself: the first words 
that He spoke were full of comfort and love. 

The familiar names of his father Isaac, and his 
grandfather Abraham, must have reassured the fear- 
ing heart, and comforted the sinking spirit of Jacob. 

But before we study all that God said to Jacob, 
let us see what was typified by the ladder. 

This ladder was a type of Christ. 

It rested on the earth, this showed His KYvamJiood : 
the topwas in heaven, thisshowedHisdivmi^y. Jesu?, 
God and Man, is pourtrayed in this wondrous ladder. 
Turn to John L 51, we there see the same figure. 

A ladder is used, as you know, as a communica- 
tion from a lower place to an upper. Men could not 
build a house without the use of ladders : how could 
they work at the top, how convey the bricks and 
materials but by means of their ladders ? So, the 
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Lord Jesus is the means of communication between 
earth and heaven. 

All blessings come to us through Him, all prayers 
must ascend to heaven through Him: He is. our 
medium of communication. Oh, never forget this ! 
Apart from Christ " God is a consuming fire," and 
He is inaccessible eoccept through Jesus Christ. (John 
xiv. 6. Eph. ii. 18.) 

Perhaps you have never thought particularly why 
it is that all our forms of prayer end with the words 
" through Jesus Christ." It is because He is our only 
way of access into the Presence of God. 

All prayer, praise, service, must go up by that 
ladder to be acceptable to God ; and all His gifts, 
pardon, peace, life, salvation, come down to us by 
the same medium. (1 Tim. ii. 5.) 

Persons who try to get themselves, or their prayers, 
any other way to heaven, will find they have made 
a fatal mistake. Jesus says, " lami the way J' 

III. God speaks to Jacob. (Ver. 12 — 15) 

All are words of promise and grace. 

To this solitary man, who, with a staff in his 
hand, and a stone for his pillow, is travelling through 
a strange land, does God make the promise of an 
innumerable seed and of a boundless territory. It 
was the promise made before to Abraham, now re- 
newed to Jacob ; a promise that only had its partial 
fulfilment in their life-time, and awaits its comple- 
tion hereafter. (Heb. xi. 13.) 

Observe the gracious words : " I am with thee ; I 
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will keep thee ; I will bring thee back again ; I will 
not leave thee." Henceforth Jacob would feel no 
longer alone. He need feel no fears, no anxieties as 
to the future: the Lord had promised to be his 
Friend, — that was enough. He could boldly say, " The 
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me." (Heb. xiii. 6.) 

Have we any interest in this promise to Jacob ? 
Let us look at the Word of God for an answer. 
" They which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham." (Gal. iiL 7.) "They which be of faith 
are blessed with faithful Abraham." (Ver. 9.) " To 
Abraham and his seed were the promises made." 
(Ver. 16.) To you and to me then, if we are be- 
lievers, are these promises made: you and I may 
claim them through Jesus Christ. We may plead for 
their fulfilment, — " for the promise is to you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar ofiF, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call" (Acts 
ii. 39.) 

IV. This was the revelation that God made 
TO Jacob of Himself. " Surely the Lord is in this 
place ; and I knew it not*' (Ver. 16.) He knew of 
Gk)d, but he did not know Ood Himself. It is a 
distinct thing to be able to speak of God as our 
God: we may know something of Him, and fear 
Him, and even try to love Him ; but it is not till we 
have had the teaching of the Holy Spirit that we 
know the Lord. It is a part of the new covenant. 
(Heb. viii. 11.) It cannot be imparted by any 
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human power: tlie Lord must reveal Himself by 
His own Spirit. 

Oh, can you say, " I know the Lord : He is my 
Grod"? Seek this heavenly teaching: Jesus says, 
"Ye believe in (Jod, believe also in MeJ' (John xiv. 1.) 

Then again, the Lord is in all His dispensa- 
tions, though we may not know it. Nothing 
happens to us by accident or chance : the dis- 
appointment, the sorrow, or the pleasure that 
comes to you, has been permitted or sent by the 
Lord. 

Seek to recognize the Lord's hand in your daily 
life ; it is there, and you will feel happy and peaceful 
in proportion as you discern it. 

K the dispensation puzzles you, pray, "Lord, 
make me to see Thy hand," and then rest quietly 
till your eyes are opened, and you are able with 
Jacob to say, " the Lord is here ; though I knew it 
not." 

V. The effect of this dream upon Jacob. 
i. Fear and wonder. (Ver. 17.) 
ii. Consecration. (Vers. 18 — 22.) 

L He was afraid, and said, " How dreadful is this 
place!" The first revelation of the majesty and 
greatness of God fills the human heart with fear, and 
the thought of the everlasting love of God fills it 
with wonder : for, when God teaches us these holy 
truths about Himself, He never fails to teach 
us humbling lessons about ourselves; and then 
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we marvel as we learn our real position^ and 
see that God really places us at the gate of 
heaven. 

ii. Jacob's vow of dedication is very interesting. 
He had been stript of all earthly possessions, and, 
probably, now for the first time recognizes God's 
hand in providing for him even bread and raiment. 
** If God will be with me," etc., " then shall the Lord 
be my God." Jacob's faith was yet weak : there was 
an " if." He had not learnt to cast himself entirely 
upon, and to surrender himself unconditionally unto, 
the Lord. We are slow learners, and we cling much 
to earthly ties. How patient and long-suffering is our 
heavenly Father ! How slow to anger ! " For He 
^noweth our frame: He remembereth we are dust." 
(Psa. ciii. 13, 14.) 

We have but touched upon the many interesting 
points in this chapter. Will you read over again, by 
yourselves, this story of Jacob's dream ? Will you 
make this your earnest prayer: ' Lord, reveal Thyself 
to me, as Thou did'st to Thy servant of old; through 
Jesus Christ, Amen.' 
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V. 
JACOB'S EETUEN. 

GENESIS XXXTT. 

Jacob was on his way home again, after an absence 
of many years. God had appeared to him in a 
dream (Gen. xxxL 13), and told him to " return to 
the land of his kindred." 

By the way the " angels of God met him." There 
was danger before Jacob, and it was most probably 
to strengthen his faith that God's host appeared to 
him. We are told in Heb. i. 14 that " the angels are 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to the heirs 
of salvation." So also Psalm xxxiv. 7 speaks of "the 
angel of the Lord encamping round them that fear 
Him." In some way, therefore, to minister to Jacob 
and to help him, did God send these heavenly beings. 

I. There was dangeb before Jacob. 

Years before, as you may remember, Jacob having 
displeased his brother Esau, fled from his fury, and 
sought a new home in the land of Padan-aram. The 
wound in Esau's heart had never healed, no recon- 
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ciliation had taken place between the brothers : the 
old feud remained. 

A quarrel between brothers is a very serious thing : 
the nearer the relationship the more bitter are the 
feelings, generally speaking. "A brother offended 
is harder to be won than a strong city : and their 
contentions are like the bars of a castle." (Frov. 
xviii. 19.) And when Jacob remembered that, in 
their quarrel, he had been the offender, he might 
justly dread that when they met, revenge would be 
the uppermost feeling in his brother's heart. 

Nor was he mistaken : Esau came armed against 
him. It was a real and not an imaginary danger. 
Jacob had sent a notice of his coming, with a peti- 
tion that he might find grace in his sight (ver. 5), 
hut this had only revived the old bitterness in Esau's 
mind, and with no peaceable intentions did he ad- 
vance to meet his brother. 

II. Jacob's resource was in prayer to God. 

This prayer is so very instructive that I want to 
look minutely into it. It may be a help to us, and 
a model for us to copy. When a prayer is recorded 
in Scripture as being accepted and answered, we 
may be encouraged both to pray in the same way 
about our own affairs, and also to look for an answer ; 
and is not the God of Jacob our God also ? 

i. Whom does he address ? The God of his fathers, 
Abraham and Isaac, the Lord who had spoken to 
him by the way, and whose commands he was now 
obeying. Jacob "knew in whom he believed." 
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(2 Tim. 1. 12.) He was speaking, not to a stranger, 
but to One who had promised to " deal well with 
him.** He approached Him therefore with confidence ; 
he felt that what God had been to his father before 
him, He would be to himself It is this spirit of loving 
confidence that is dear to God ; and there is a name 
we may plead He loves to hear, even the name of 
the Lord Jesus. None who come before Him in that 
name will plead in vain. 

ii. Jacob confesses his own unworthiness. 

When he looked back at what he was when he 
left his father's house, a poor lonely wanderer "with 
only a staff," and viewed his present condition, he 
was filled with gratitude and humility. All had 
been the gifts of God's grace ; and the wives and 
children and possessions had been to him tokens not 
only of God's goodness and mercy, but of His truth : 
they were a part of God's covenant of mercy, and in 
proportion as he apprehended this truth would be 
his humility. It is when we know what God is, 
that we learn the humbling lessons of what we our- 
selves are ; when we have learnt that we are poor 
lonely wanderers, and that all that we have and all 
that we may become, is entirely of grace, the effect 
upon us is to teach us to say, " I am not worthy." 

It was when Isaiah saw the glory of God, he said, 
"Woe is me! for I am a man of unclean lips." 
(Isaiah vi 5.) When Peter felt the power of Jesus, 
he said, " Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord." (Luke V. 8.) 
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iii His petition is very simple. 

He goes straight to the point : it was a definite 
prayer for a definite object. "Deliver me, I pray 
thee, from the hand of my brother Esau." (Ver. 11.) 
It is a great thing to be simple in our prayers ; to tell 
out our trouble and to ask for what we want, and not 
to feel constrained, or that we must of necessity only 
ask for spiritual things. Our heavenly Father knows 
beforehand all out wants (Matt. vi. 8), but He likes 
to hear the voice of His children, and He likes them 
to trust Him. (Ps. ii. 12.) 

iv. Jacob cares for his family. 

" The mother with the children " were dear to him, 
and his fears were more for them than for himself. 
He names them before God. The love of God in- 
creases our love for our families ; far more unselfish 
and more true is our love for our friends when it 
springs out of the love of God. The best way too 
of showing love to our friends is to pray for tiiiem. 

Specially should parents bring their children be- 
fore the Lord in prayer, asking Him to provide for 
them for time and for eternity. 

V. Jacob pleads God's promises. (Ver. 12.) 

God never makes a promise but He means to fulfil 
it, and He means us to take Him at His word. We 
shall often find in prayer that it is the greatest 
comfort to look for a promise and plead it before 
God; it strengthens our faith, comforts our heart, 
and gives us subject for prayer. 
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III. But Jacob uses means. 

Having committed the whole matter to God, and 
feeling assured of (Jod's loving protection, Jacob now 
proceeds to arrange everything in the most judicious 
manner. He first prepares a present for his brother* 
"A man's gift maketh room for him" (Prov. xviiL 
16) : and so thought Jacob (ver. 20) ; and he sent the 
present over before him. It consisted of several 
droves of cattle, and there was a message with each, 
couched in the most humble language. If you ob- 
serve, he always calls himself *' thy servant Jacob ; " 
but he speaks of his brother as "my lord Esau." 

When we have prayed about a matter, we. are not 
to neglect means ; but, still looking upward for a 
right judgment, we must act in the light that God 
gives us, and "a wise man's heart discemeth both 
time and judgment." (EccL v. 8.) 

Jacob next sends away all his people, his wives, 
servants and sons, and — 

IV. "Jacob was left alone." (Ver. 24.) 

This was a night much to be remembered in 
Jacob's history, ''There wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of day." 

It is a solemn and mysterious subject, but how full 
of instruction I 

I will 7U)t let Thee go eaccept Thou bless rns. Jacob 
wrestled with the Lord, and prevailed : he got the 
blessing. (Hosea xii 4.) This was the true secret 
of Jacob's strength, — ^being alone with God. 

If we would overcome sin, self, the world, we 
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mvM be often ahne with ov/r God. Thus a time of 
great danger may become one of great blessing. 

Do you know anything of this wrestling in prayer? 
What does it mean ? It means earnest, helieviiig 
prayer, — a layvng hold of ihe promises. There may 
be tears, sighs, groans ; but there will be earnestness, 
and reality, and God will enable us to prevail. 

But there must be nothing between Jesus and 
your heart : you must be alone with Him. 

You must put away self-trust, and self-righteous- 
ness: you must believe in the words "Jfy grace is 
suflScient for thee " (2 Cor. xii. 7) ; and thus praying, 
thus trusting, great shall be your reward. 

Strong in Qod's strength, Jacob went forth, *^ con- 
quering, and to conquer." As a prince, he had pre- 
vailed ; and God gave him a new name, — ^the name 
of Israel 

The next chapter tells us of the full and over- 
flowing answer God gave to all Jacob's prayers. 
Chap, xxxiii. 4, etc., gives the account of the meeting 
of the brothers: Esau's anger was gone, he ran to 
meet Jacob, and embraced him. And when the 
days of mourning for their father came, we find 
them standing together over his grave, all bitterness 
and malice having been put away, and the union, 
brought about by the goodness of God in answer to 
Jacob's believing prayer, was only further cemented. 
(Compare chap, xxvii. 41 and xxxv. 29.) 

" God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think." (Eph. iii. 20.) 
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VI. 
THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

PART I. 
NUMBERS XXI. 4^10. 

In order to understand this passage fully, we must 
look a little at the position the children of Israel at 
this time occupied. 

They were in the wilderness. Many tedious jour- 
nies had been accomplished, many yet remained to 
be done : they had received many mercies from the 
Lord, but they had shown much ingratitude, and 
" with many of them God was not well pleased : for 
they were overthrown in the wilderness." (1 Cor. x. 5.) 

" Now these things were our ensamples " or figures, 
and if we read the Old Testament narratives with 
the light of the (Jospel shining upon them, we shall 
learn many a profitable lesson. 

In the previous chapter to the one now open 
before us, we find that Moses was desirous of leading 
the children of Israel through the land of Edom, as 
a short cut from Eadesh to the land of Canaan. 
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Looking at the map, we shall see that it would 
avoid a very long circuit, it would save many a 
weary journey. 

So messengers were sent with a very civil request 
to the King of Edom (ver. 14 — 18), but they received 
a most uncourteous reply : and a second message was 
answered, not only by these words, — " Thou shalt not 
go through," but it is added, "Edom came out 
against him with much people, and with a strong 
hand." (Ver. 20.) 

" Wherefore Israel turned away from him ; " and 
they had now to take their journey by the way of 
the Red Sea, to compass the land of Edom instead 
of going through it. 

I. The soul of the people was much discour- 
aged BECAUSE OF THE WAY. (Ver. 4.) 

And no wonder ! for it was a long and weary way, 
and they had expected that they were shortly to 
arrive within sight of the promised land. 

The word " discouraged " is a very strong one in 
the Hebrew : it is from the same root as the word 
used in Exodus vi. 9, where the expression is trans- 
lated " anguish of spirit." 

With wives and children and cattle, to say nothing 
of tents and baggage to be conveyed wherever they 
went, travelling was a serious matter. Moreover, 
they were passing through enemies' countries, and 
had to stop and fight batties occasionally. 

But is not this a figure of what we all know some- 
thing, more or less ? Are there not periods in our 

D 
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journey of life when we can only say, ** My soul is 
much discouraged"? Did not David experience 
this when he said, " My soul is cast down within 
me"? (Psa. xlii. 6.) 

To the child of God who has started on his 
heavenward journey, there is a two-fold meaning to 
this expression. First we have much discourage- 
ment within', the way seems very narrow, very 
stony, very dark. We are sometimes almost minded 
to give it all up: it is too hard, the hatttle to be 
fought too fierce, the difficulties to be encountered 
too great. 

Oh, be not discouraged ! The Lord knows all 
about it, and He also knows what He is about. 

There is no step of the way but He has trodden 
it before you. Look for His foot-print. What see 
you graven there ? " My soul is troubled." (John 
xii. 27.) The servant must be as his Master ; and 
if we suffer being tempted, we know that inasmuch 
as He suffered, " He is able to succour them that are 
tempted." (Heb ii. 18.) 

But secondly, in our journey through life we have 
many troubles without 

Sorrow, sickness, poverty, distress of mind and 
body, are often sent us by the Lord Himself. 

Ah, dear friends, I know you are not strangers to 
such things as these: troubles come thickly upon 
you and crush your spirit, and you feel it difficult 
even to pray about them, though recognizing and 
acknowledging God's hand in them all the while. 

God says, "I know their sorrows;" and again. 
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" Wbom I love I chasten ; " and He would also say, 
'' If I send you trouble, I have a purpose in it : it is 
that you may be drawn from the world, that you 
may learn My love and faithfulness, and that your 
affections may be weaned from earth and fixed upon 
that which passeth not away." 

The Lord sends you day by day what is best for 
you. Trust Him. 

II. The people murmured. (Ver. 5.) 

The children of Israel did not however look at 
their trouble in the right light "They forgot God, 
and spake against Him," and against His servant 



Nothing so quickly spreads as a spirit of murmur- 
ing and discontent : the spark is soon fanned into a 
flame, and quickly bums ; for every one too easily 
fancies he has reasons for dissatisfaction. 

They, perhaps, imagined they were justified in 
what they said, — ^they had cause for discontent, and 
so they might murmur without sin. They wished 
they had never left Egypt. Could they really wish 
themselves back again in that land of bondage, 
where they had had so much trouble, such inces- 
sant hard labour, when their cry of anguish went 
up to heaven ? 

How often we should have cause bitterly to repent 
if God were to take us at our word, and give us 
what in our impatience i^e desired ! 

But more than this, the people say, " Our souls 
loatheth this light bread." 
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What was it they were now speaking against, 
speaking of so contemptuously ? 

"This light bread" was no other than God's 
gracious gift of vianna : that daily supply He had 
Himself provided, sending it from heaven, — " Angels" 
food." (Psa. Ixxviii. 23—25.) 

It was no small matter to be grumbling at this : it 
was speaking against the Lord Himself, despising 
His care and love. How grieving to Him who had 
shown them such marvellous kindness ! 

We, as parents, should feel this. When we have 
taken trouble for our children, provided them, per- 
haps at some cost, with what we knew was for 
their good ; how vexed we should be if, instead of 
thanking us, they with petulance grumbled, — mur- 
mured, instead of appreciating our kindness and love. 

God was about to show the Israelites His great 
displeasure at their conduct. 

III. He sends them fiery serpents. (Ver. 6.) 

Terrible serpents, with a fatal bite : " much people 
of Israel died." This was a reality. Death in any 
shape is formidable ; but when it comes in the way 
of judgmenty when many are taken and none can 
say who will be the next, the vain things we have 
thought so much of, and been so discontented about, 
fade out of our sight, and only that which is real 
stands out before us. 

We can picture nothing more terrible than these 
serpents gliding about amongst the people, biting 
one and another, and the whole camp a scene of 
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suffering, the dead and the dying everywhere. We 
can picture the £|.gonies of the parent watching a 
dying child ; children listening to the groans of their 
suffering parents. Fear seizes upon all, and sin is 
reTnembered, 

IV. Confession is made. (Ver. 7.) 

i. Generally — " We have sinned." 

ii. Particularly — " Speaking against Moses and 
against the Lord." 

In Scripture we always see pardon coupled with 
confession. (1 John i. 9 ; Prov. xxviii. 13 ; Psalm 
xxxii. 5.) Confess in detail. Be not content with 
saying in general terms, " I am a sinner ; " but go 
into particulars, and say, ' Lord, I have done such 
and such things, said such and such words,* etc. 

Confess daily. Let not guilt rest upon you ; settle 
your account with the Lord every night before you 
lie down to sleep. 

Are you afraid to meet God ? " Is there any 
secret thing with thee." (Job xv. 11.) Is it keep- 
ing you back from God ? There is a long score per- 
haps. What, if it were all confessed ? all forgiven ? 

Then you could look up without fear into your 
Father's face. Are you, like the poor prodigal, " a 
long way off"? Like him, "arise and go to your 
Father," and make confession to Him of your sin, 
your unworthiness ; and He will not be less gracious 
to you than He was to His repenting child in the 
parable (Luke xv. 20) : He is waiting to be gracious 
and merciful to you. (Isa. xxx. 18.) 
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V. Moses prayed for the people. (Ver. 7.) 

The people of Israel were come to Moses^ in their 
fear, to ask him to pray for them. 

Is there anyone we can get to speak to God for 
us ? Yes : Jesus^ " our High Priest " (Heh. viii. 1) 
"our Advocate with the Father" (1 John iL 1) 
"Who ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
(Heb. vii. 25.) He pleads for us ; He stands between 
Qod and our guilty souls ; and presenting His right- 
eousness, His blood, claims for us pardon and peace. 

Let us then put our cause into the hands of Jesus, 
and feeling deeply our own sinfulness and un worthi- 
ness, let us make fiill confession to Him, and the 
result will be, a peace in our hearts "^ that passeth all 
understanding." 

God's answer to the prayer of Moses, and the 
lessons to be learnt from that part of our subject, 
must be reserved for our next reading. 

The many thoughts that have been suggested by 
this passage of Israel's history have occupied much 
time. May God the Holy Spirit lead us to search 
our own hearts, and if we see in them the same evils 
that His people of old had to contend with, may we 
likewise be led by the same guiding hand to the 
"Rock that followed tiiem, — and that Rock was 
Christr (ICor. X.4.) 
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VII. 
THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

PART IJ. 
NUMBEBfi XXI. 8-20. avd JOHN HL 16, 16. 

We will resume our subject to-day, beginning at 
once with — 

I. God's remedy. (Ver. 8.) 

It was a very simple one, so simple that some 
might have despised it. 

A serpent of brass, set upon a pole, and — 'life 
for a look.' "Every one that is bitten, when he 
looketh on it, shall live." 

The remedy was free for aU, and certain in its 
effects. To the remotest part of the camp the news 
would be conveyed that there was a cure. Those 
who were dying, even at the last gasp, yet if they 
turned and looked, would be restored. Those who 
were £eu: off, and unable to walk, would be carried 
by their friends to the place where they could see 
the uplifted serpent The mothers would bring their 
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little ones, and would make them raise their eyes 
for healing ; and those who had been cared would 
carry the welcome tidings to others, and would say, 
* Come and look : ' ' Look and live.* 

We can hardly imagine any so foolish as not to 
avail themselves of this remedy. It is, however, 
possible that some might have doubted, on account 
of its extreme simplicity; but if they were really 
suffering, and knew that they were dying, they 
would surely try God's way of healing, still more if 
they had seen the effect on others : and then they 
would be led to see this truth, — that all power is in 
Qod Himself, and life and healing must come from 
Him, in whatever way He chooses; for "His ways 
are not our ways." (Isa. Iv. 8.) 

11. The serpent of brass was a type of 
Jesus. 

Our Lord Himself tells us that we are to learn 
this from the narrative. (Read John iii. 15, 16.) 

Jesus crucified is our life. Jesus lifted up on 
the cross is our salvation. 

Let me lead you to-day, then, to the Cross of 
Christ. Under the shadow of that Cross may we 
learn our lessons. May Jesus Himself be our 
Teacher ! 

(i.) Mark that expression, " must be lifted up." 

Why that necessity ? Because there is no other 
way of salvation ; because all having sinned, all must 
have perished. " In Adam all die." (1 Cor. xv. 22.) 
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The serpent with his fatal bite caused the poison 
of sin to circulate in the veins of our first parents. 
The disease was transmitted to us all Qod so 
loved the world that He would not allow all to 
perish ; yet His broken law must be repaired, 
sin must be atoned for. So, there being no other 
way, no life for the guilty eoccept through the death 
of the innocent, the Son of Man miist be lifted 
up. 

It was on the cross that Jesus consummated His 
sacrifice for us. All His life on earth had been one 
of self-devotion ; but it was to be perfected and 
completed by His death. For " without shedding of 
blood " there " is no remission " of sin (Heb. ix. 22) ; 
and it was through "the blood of the cross" that 
our peace came. (Col. i. 20.) 

His life on earth without His death on the cross 
would not have been sufficient. Therefore the " Son 
of Man must be lifted up." 

(ii.) Lifted up. Twice afterwards our Lord makes 
use of this same expression with reference to His 
death on the cross. (John viii. 28 ; xii. 32.) 

Crucifixion was a most ignominious death amongst 
the Jews. It was the death of the common male- 
factor, equivalent to hanging in our country : it had 
moreover the curse of God pronounced against it. 
(Deut. xxi. 23.) This was the lifting up that Jesus 
spoke of: a lifting up in shame and ignominy, 
accursed of God, despised of man, and hanging in 
helpless agony on the cross. "Sitting down, the 
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people watched Him there.^ (Matt xxvil 36.) 
" They look and stare upon Me/' (Ps. xxii. 17.) 

Jesos was in His death OUB Substitute, our Sin- 
bearer. The blood that flowed from wounds caused 
by our sins has power to cleanse from aU guilt. It 
is sufficient to atone for all transgression. 

Take this precious truth into your consideration 
to-day : Jesus on the cross is in my stead. See your 
sin nailed there, your condemnation there cancelled ; 
see there written these words, "He loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." (GaL ii. 20.) 

Oh, is it a personal matter to you, that Jesus died 
on the cross ? Has He drawn your heart to Him- 
self thereby ? Have you found peace through the 
blood shed there ? 

Then take comfort from the fidl atonement, and 
receive the gift so freely bestowed; but think not 
that any one action of yours can in any way merit 
the favour of God. 

We learn from the narrative how life and healing 
came. 

(iii.) The people of Israel were to look at the 
serpent and live, 

Jesus says, " Whosoever believeth shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 

The look of faWh, then, is our part in the matter. 
Believe this love that suffered for you, and believe it to 
be yours ; and the smart of the serpent's bite will cease 
to give you the anguish you have felt; the healing bahn 
applied to your conscience will take away the pain« 
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But it will also make you fear sin and hate it 
You will dread to grieve One who has so deeply 
loved you and suffered for you; and the cross will 
be your safeguard in the hour of temptation. 

Life everlasting — ^this is the boon conferred on all 
who look in faith : a life that is begun here, and has 
no ending. 

But let us enquire how are we to look ? 

Humbly, — ^feeling our guilt, our un worthiness, our 
weakness. 

Earnestly, — ^for a mere glance will not do. The 
idle watchers by the cross gained nothing : the thief 
gazed in humble faitfi, and had life eternal. 

Lovingly, — ^for the suffering One had loving 
thoughts for you in His agony. 

Believingly, — ^for your sin is nailed to that cross. 

(iv.) This cross has power over our whole lives. 

** Christ died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves." (2 Cor. v. 15.) 

We are to be " crucified with Christ, yet to Iwe'* 
(GaL ii. 20.) 

By the cross "the world is crucified to us, and we 
to the world." (Gal. vi. 14.) 

Our old man is "crucified with Him," that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin." (Rom. vi. 6.) 

" They that are Christ's have crucified the affec- 
tions and lusts." (GaL v. 24.) 

These texts all show us how our life is bound up 
in the life of Christ, just as our death for sin was in 
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His death on the cross. Let me ask you, then, — Are 
you living in the faith of Christ crucified for you ? 

It is a solemn question. Do not be content with 
an uncertain answer: do not merely say, "I hope 
so." But try yourselves by the verses from Scripture 
just quoted, and answer it with their light shining 
upon your daily life. 

Oh, do not look at this solemn scene pn Calvary, 
and pass on as if it concerned you not. 

Is your sin there ? If not, take it to Jesus on the 
cross. There orUy is atonement, and there only will 
you find your strength to wage the war we have all 
to carry on against the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

But whilst we look at the cross for our salvation 
and our strength, let us be very sure that we are 
looking only to Christ, and not get a superstitious 
feeling about the actual wood or form of the cross. 
As the Israelites took to burning incense to the 
brazen serpent, so there are some who seem to care 
for the cross itself, as if there were any virtue apart 
from the blood there shed, the life there given. In 
Hezekiah*s reign we read of the brazen serpent 
being burnt: it was called Nehushtan (a piece of 
brass) (2 Kings xviii. 4); to which there was attached 
no value. It had been kept as a remembrance of 
God's goodness and love. When it became more 
than a remembrance, and an object of adoration, 
then it was sin. 

Can we not learn a lesson firom this ? 

Only one word more remains to be said, and that 
is the attractive power of Christ " lifted up." 
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Christ on the cross will draw you. He will win 
you from the world and its vanities, from sin and its 
charms, from the Evil One in all his power. 

•* When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride." 

Take your stand by the cross, and from there take 
your view of the world and all that is in it You 
will learn to take a just estimate of its worth ; and 
you will feel, — *The love that died this death for 
me is far better worth having than ten thousand 
worlds.' 

Make this your daily, hourly prayer : — 

"Draw me." (Cant. i. 4.) 

Your experience will be : — 

" Sweet the moments, rich in blessing. 
Which before ths gboss I spend." 



Digitized 



by Google 



VIIL 

AGHAN. 

JOSHUA vn. 

The children of Israel, under the command of Joshua, 
had crossed the river Jordan, and had taken the 
city of Jericho. 

It had been a miraculous victory, not by force of 
arms, but by the word and power of the Lord. 

All within that city was "accursed," or as our 
margin says, " devoted." (Joshua vi. 17, 18.) The 
silver and gold were to come into the treasury of 
the Lord, all besides was to be utterly destroyed, 
under pain of God's curse. 

This was the command of God, very plainly and 
clearly expressed. 

But the children of Israel committed a trespass 
in the accursed thing, and God*s anger rested upon 
them, and He withdrew His help from them. 

The little city of Ai, which according to their own 
showing was likely to fall an easy prey to them, 
proved too strong for them, and they fled before the 
men of Ai. (Ver. 4.) "The hearts of the people 
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melted and became as water." (Yer. 5.) It was 
unaccountable that they should thus at once be 
defeated, and especially after their late brilliant 
success such a disaster was entirely unexpected. 

Joshua, who was ignorant of the sin committed, 
was in despair ; he could not understand this mys- 
terious dispensation. God had promised to be with 
him, and had given him signal proof that He was 
with him, and now comes this ignominious defeat, 
this flight of the people before a very feeble foe. 

I. Let us mark what Joshua did in his trouble. 

He went to the ark of the Lord. (Ver. 6 — 9.) 

If we turn to Exodus xxv. 21, 22, we shall find 
there this promise concerning the ark : " There will 
I meet with thee, and I will commune with thee 

from above the mercy seat of all things which I 

will give thee in commandment unto the children of 
Israel." 

It was therefore to meet the Lord, to commune 
with Him, to ask His will and His help, that Joshua 
went before the ark of the Lord. 

We should do well to follow the example of Joshua 
in the day of our trouble. 

The ark, with its mercy seat of pure gold, was a 
type of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is to Him that 
we must go in our hour of need : it is from Him 
that we shall get counsel and direction as to the way 
which we should take. This is the privilege of the 
child of God. 

Joshua tells out his whole mind to God : humbled 
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to the very dust, he spends many hours in the Lord's 
presence, he and the elders of Israel It was so 
incomprehensible to him he can qply say, " Where- 
fore is this ? and what shall I say, and what wilt 
Thou do to Thy great name ? " 

Joshua was passing through a time of darkness. 
The honour of God was very dear to him : that seemed 
touched. The promises of God had been very 
strong: they appeared broken. The "foundations 
seemed destroyed," and he knew not what to do; 
but he had, early in his command, to learn God's 
abhorrence of evil, and that none could prosper 
where there was sin allowed. 

II. God's reply to Joshua. (Ver. 10 — 15.) 

It is a very solemn one: "Israel hath sinned." 
There was the reason of the withdrawal of His help, 
and of their consequent failure. ''Therefore the 
children of Israel could not stand before their ene- 
mies neither will I be with you any more, except 

ye destroy the accursed thing." Thus God speaks, 
telling Joshua plainly the cause of His displeasure, 
which must at once be removed. There was an 
accursed thing in the camp, and it must be found 
out and utterly destroyed, else there would be no 
more victory. 

There is a deep and solemn lesson for us, my 
friends, in this. 

We are all engaged in a holy war : our enemies 
are strong, and the cities to be besieged many and 
great. If we are harbouring anything in our hearts 
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contrary to God's Word, if our spirit is not steadfast 
with God, we shall be like the children of Ephraim, 
"who being armed and carrying bows, turned back in 
the day of battle." (Psa. Ixxviii. 9.) " Thou canst 
not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away 
the accursed thing from among you." (Ver. 13.) 
The accursed thing in this case was gold and silver : 
it mattered little what it was, all from that city was 
accursed. 

Jericho is a figure to us of the world, upon which 
God's curse has rested. And if we are burying 
in our hearts anything of the world, and giving it 
a place there, it will be the " accursed thing " to us 
which will cripple us in our spiritual warfare. God's 
word to us is, "Love not the world, neither the 
things of the world." (1 John ii. 15.) "Touch 
not the unclean thing." (2 Cor. vi. 17.) If, there- 
fore, we are conscious that we are not " growing in 
grace," we should do well to examine ourselves and 
see whether we are in any way inclining to the 
world, whether we are allowing ourselves to give an 
undue affection to any forbidden thing. " If I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." (Psa. 
Ixvi. 18.) We shall be overcome by the enemy if we are 
not with a true and single heart seeking God's grace 
and help; we shall have no victories, except "the world 
be crucified to us, and we to the world." (Gal. vi. 14.) 

III. Achan's sin. 

Joshua was directed by God to find out by lot who 
the guilty person was. 

E 
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The tribe, the family, the household, the men 
were taken, and upon Achan the lot fell. 

How his heart must have trembled, how he must 
have watched, as the lots were drawn forth, knowing 
in himself how matters would end and that there 
was no escape ! 

There was no more use denying his guilt, and 
when Joshua desired him to make confession he at 
once says, " Thus and thus have I done." (Ver. 21.) 

Mark the progress of the sin, — first seeing, then 
coveting, then taking, then hiding away. 

Had he used David's prayer, "Turn away mine 
eyes from beholding vanity " (Psa. cxix. 37), and in 
God's strength resisted temptation, that sin had 
never been committed, that trouble had never been 
brougl^t upon Israel. 

But he forgot God's word in his great desire to 
obtain these things. As he gazed, the remembrance 
of God grew fainter in his mind, the longing in- 
creased. Oh, let us ever beware of giving way to 
the first thought of evil, the first desire of any for- 
bidden thing, of the thought indulged, the longing 
unrepressed; for resistance every moment becomes 
more difficult. It is only by keeping God's words in 
our hearts, that we shall keep out sinful longings. 

If our faith were stronger, our perception of 
spiritual things would be more keen, the things of 
the world less attractive to us. 
* Our Lord says, " Take heed and beware of covet- 
ousness" (Luke xii. 15), and He would not have 
spoken so strongly had He not known the need of 
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such a caution. There is in every heart a longing 
for satisfaction ; if we seek for it in this world, and 
" in the abundance of the things which we possess," 
we shall be miserably disappointed. But we are to 
*' covet earnestly the best gifts " (1 Cor. xii 31), and 
in obtaining these, we shall lose the wish for even 
the best that this world can give. 

rV. The accuksed thing must be uttebly 

DESTBOYED. 

The confession made, nothing now remained but 
the complete destruction commanded by God Him- 
self Messengers were sent to Achan's tent, all was 
found as he had described, the things were brought 
forth and laid before the Lord. 

Achan himself and all his coveted goods were 
burnt. What good had they done him ? what profit 
had they been ? (Ver. 25.) 

And no one ever yet has found that obtaining a 
thing forbidden by God has brought them any good. 
It would be an interesting study for you to find out 
instances in Scripture of this. 

Read the story of Gehazi (2 Kings v. 20—27), 
and say was there a blessing or a curse resting on 
him after he had obtained from Naaman the things 
he coveted ? Look at the story of Judas Iscariot, 
and mark his terrible end. (Mat. xxvi. 14 — 16, 
Acts i. 18.) 

So will it ever be with those who go against God's 
Word: either they will pierce themselves through 
with many sorrows (1 Tim. vi. 10), or they will, like 
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Achan, be altogether destroyed. Let me apply this 
part of Achan's history to ourselves. Is there with 
us any accursed thing ? 

It may not be that we are coveting and wrongly 
getting TTumey ; there are other things that may be 
greater snares to us, known only to ourselves, yet 
very real 

Achan's things were hidden in his tent, under the 
earth : no human eye could detect anything wrong 
there; to all outward observation it was like the 
other tents. 

But " the eye of the Lord is in every place," and 
His eye rested there, and marked what was beneath 
the surface. And there may be in our hearts, seen 
by none, suspected by none, a hidden evil, which 
like the worm at the root of the plant is consuming 
the life, preventing growth, and keeping us back in 
every way. 

It is the Holy Spirit alone that can enable us to 
detect the hidden evil: His light shining into our 
hearts will show us all that is there. 

Let us often pray, "Search me, O God." (Psa. 
cxxix. 23.) Do not let us be satisfied that the out- 
ward appearance, the walk before men, is all right. 
The Lord looketh on the heart, and it is there that 
we must examine ourselves ; for He tells us, " it is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." 
(Jer. xvii. 9.) 

If on examination we find that we have grown 
careless and worldly, and that there is a something of 
the world which we have been loving too well, the 
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course to be pursued is plain, — give it up, though 
it be with anguish of spirit, lay it before the Lord, 
and let it be utterly destroyed. 

The burning indicates the complete and entire 
destruction : not a particle must remain. 

The Babylonish garment was useful as well as 
beautiful : the silver and gold might have been put 
into the Lord's treasury; but no, all must be 
destroyed, for it was accursed. 

And so there may be beautiful things to be given 
up, and apparently profitable things to be denied, if 
they 4|Lvour of the world, and in any way keep us 
back from entirely living to Christ. St Paul counted 
" all things loss that he might win Christ." (Phil, 
iii. 8.) And if our hearts are likewise set upon the 
same object, we shall not say, *'How much can I 
keep and yet have Christ J" but we shall be only 
thinking how much we can give up, that we may 
have nothing but Christ. 

Achan's story is a sad one. God grant that we 
may profit by the study of it ! If " He has set our 
iniquities before us, and our secret sins in the light 
of His countenance," it is that we may come to " the 
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness," and that 
we may there wash and be clean. 
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IX. 

THE GIBEONITES. 

JOSHUA IX. 

The fame of Joshua had spread far and wide, and 
struck terror into all the neighbouring countries. 
Many nations gathered thetnselves together to fight 
with Israel (Ver. 2,) 

But the inhabitants of .Oibeon pursued a different 
►course. They went to work craftily, and taking ad- 
vantage of Joshua's ignorance of their close vicinity, 
they deceived him, pretending that they lived a very 
long way off and came from a far country; and 
pleading the distance between them, they asked 
Joshua to make a league with them. 

This Joshua did, without asking counsel of the 
Lord. (Ver. 14, 15.) 

Three days afterwards he found out the deception 
that had been practised upon him, and that these 
very people who had pretended to live at so great a 
distance were none others than close and powerful 
neighbours. 

But the word of Joshua had been given, and it 
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coiild not be withdrawn. The only step that now 
remained to be taken was to make use of these 
Gibeonites, and to employ them in the service of 
the congregation as hewers of wood and drawers of 
water. Their lives were spared. 

This chapter has a very remarkable expression in 
ver. 14, in which lies our lesson. It is this : " The 
men took of their victuals, and naked not counsel at 
the mouth of the Lord'* 

It is possible that Joshua was permitted by the 
Lord to trust his own judgment, that he might learn 
that he bould do nothing without the Lord. God 
does sometimes leave us to ourselves to prove us, 
and to show us what we are, and that without Him 
we can do nothing. It is very humbling ; but how 
often does this humbling process prove the greatest 
blessing to our souls ! 

Joshua made a great mistake, but he learnt his 
lesson thereby; and others of God's children may 
also have been taught by his experience. 

We are sometimes tempted to trust our own 
judgment, sometimes to look to earthly counsellors 
instead of going straight to God. The Bible has a 
word for us on both these^points. 

We read in Jeremiah x. 23, " O Lord, I know that 
it is not in man to direct his steps." 

God says, in Isaiah xxx. 1 : " Woe to the rebellious 
children, that take counsel, but not of Me." And 
He makes us this promise : " In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." (Prov. 
iii. 6.) 
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Each of these passages of Scripture has a very 
interesting thought. May the Holy Spirit Himself 
teach us the full meaning and application ! 

I. It is not in man to direct his steps. 

That is, we have not got by nature a right judg- 
ment in anything spiritual or temporal; we have 
not got within us the discernment which will enable 
us to go in God's ways. There are those who are 
naturally endued with good sense, and who may be 
in a worldly way very politic- But this is some- 
thing quite different to what the child of God needs 
in taking his own steps, or guiding those of others. 

It is not "in man" to go heavenwards by the 
light of his own understanding. Our Lord says, 
"Can the blind lead the blind?" If we cannot 
guide ourselves, much less can we guide others. 
But this lesson is not learnt all at once, and very 
often we are taught by our failures, and are con- 
strained to exclaim, ' Would that I had sought God's 
guidance in such and such a matter ! ' 

We see afterwards that we acted wrongly, and 
when we consider how it was, we remember with 
shame that we did not ask God's counsel in the 
affair, but trusted to ourselves, and so were wrong. 

The Lord Jesus teaches us the same lesson : 
"Without Me ye can do nothing." (John xv. 5.) 
All the steps that are taken without Christ do not 
lead us forward: they are profitless; they do not 
bring us nearer heaven. 

We must remember, in reading the Book, of 
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Joshua, how the life of the children of Israel is 
typical of oiir life in Christ : in the promised land, 
but with vast work before us, battles to be fought, 
enemies to be subdued, strongholds to be cast down. 
And how is all this great work to be accomplished ; 
how are we to find out, and guard against the wiles 
of the devil, if we are not looking to One stronger 
than ours3lves ? And we shall never look and lean 
as we ought till we have found out our own utter 
weakness, and our own inability to do anything 
aright by ourselves ; in fact, until we have thoroughly 
learnt the lesson: ''It is not in man to direct his 
steps." 

But it is not only in spiritual things that it is our 
privilege to seek God's counsel : we may and must, 
if we are His children, ask His advice about all our 
temporal matters. A husband is out of work: let 
the wife take that care and spread it before the 
Lord. There is a doubt about which of two courses 
is to be pursued : ask the Lord's guidance in the 
matter. A child is ill: pray that the Lord will 
guide the doctor's hand and bless his remedies. Asa 
was not wrong to consult the physicians; but he 
erred in seeking to them, and not to the Lord. (2 
Chron. xvi. 12.) 

Commit your way to the Lord, not only in your 
morning prayer, but every moment of the day. 
Make it a habit to turn to Him at every step of 
your way. You will find it an unspeakable blessing 
and comfort to your soul. 

But there are some timid ones who, with a desire 
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to do what is right, yet make this mistake: they 
look to earthly counsellors instead of consulting the 
Lord Himself. 

11. They take counsel, but not of Me, saith 
THE Lord. 

Such are called " rebellious children," and a " woe " 
is pronounced against them. Because, if we go to any 
for help and guidance in the place of God, we dis- 
honour Him, since He has given such large promises 
to those who trust in Him. The words were spoken 
later on in their history, to the children of Israel, 
who, when they were going to battle, looked to Egypt 
for assistance, and put their trust in Pharaoh and his 
horsemen, instead of relying on the Lord of Hosts. 
Thus they despised the promise of God. 

In the history which is our subject to-day, it 
appears that Joshua was guided principally by his 
own judgment, but he probably took counsel with 
"the princes of the congregation." (Ver. 15.) Had 
he gone, as he did in Achan's case, and spread the 
matter before the Lord, he would have been spared 
the humiliation and the annoyance which he must 
have experienced three days after. 

We read in the New Testament how the Apostles 
came to Jesus and " told Him all things, both what 
they had done and what they had taught." (Mark vi. 
30.) Happy those who have the habit of thus confiding 
. all to the Lord ! Then it becomes, as it were, natural 
to them to consult Him, and to feel that they cannot 
take one step without seeking His guidance. 
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"Thy statutes are my counsellors/' says David. 
(Ps. cxix. 24) In the margin it is "men of my 
counsel." In a difficulty he would turn to the Word 
of GoA How many a problem would be solved if 
we would in simple faith go for direction to the 
same blessed Word I 

in. There is a promise to those who thus look 
for Divine guidance : — 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct thy paths. 

Mark that word all, for it has a great deal of 
meaning. 

We are apt to think of God and the need of His 
guidance on special occasions or great emergencies. 
The promise is to those who in little things as well 
as great, in all their various ways acknowledge Him. 
In the ways of sorrow and anxiety, of doubt and 
difficulty, and in the ways of pleasure and enjoyment. 

We want help in trouble, and light in darkness ; 
but we also shall, if we are truly carrying out this 
blessed principle, want the presence of our Saviour 
to complete any enjoyment we may have, and we 
want to bear witness that we do not take our pleasure 
without Him. 

Thibs acknowledging Him, He will direct our paths. 
Our daily walk will be under His immediate guidance, 
and every footstep will be onward and upward. 

This is a blessed life : why should it not be ours ? 
The promise is a large one ; but God intends us to 
take Him at His word, and to act upon it. He 
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means that we should look-up to Him at every step, 
and not take one without Hitn. As little children, 
we are to receive the kingdom of God ; and our little 
children are not left to go through the rough places 
and the crowded streets by themselves. It is as 
unsafe for us to go alone. 

For there are snares and pitfalls all along our way, 
and when men are saying, ' Peace and safety,' the Lord 
may see that we are all the while nearing the brink 
of some precipice, and in the greatest danger. But 
if we are listening for it, " our ears shall hear a voice 
behind us saying, This is the way : walk ye in it." 
(Isai. XXX. 21.) 

, Parents ! we need oftentimes heavenly counsel with 
our children. We want to train them for something 
better than this world. We do not only want to get 
them on in life : we have to lead them through their 
infancy and their youth; and as we lead, so will 
they foUow. Joshua had to guide the children of 
Israel after they had crossed the river Jordan : his 
work began from that time. We bring our children 
to Christ in Baptism : our work has begun then. 

Oh, let us seek counsel at the mouth of the Lord, 
and nowhere else ! For their bodies, for their souls 
let us " pray without ceasing," and in due time we 
shall reap if we faint not. Let us seek first for 
them the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
not putting earthly good before we think of what 
will benefit their souls ; or consulting earthly friends 
before we go to the Lord Jesus Himself. And He 
who loved the little children when He was on earth, 
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loves them still, and loves us to pray for them. Let 
no parent think that without heavenly guidance 
children can he trained 'for heaven. It is not "m 
TTvan to direct " their steps any more than his own ; 
but if we "acknowledge the Lord in aU our ways, 
He will direct our paths." 
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HANNAH'S PKAYER 

1 SAMUEL I. 

This chapter gives us the account of one of the 
most beautiful answers to prayer recorded in Scrip- 
ture. It is altogether so very plainly and touchingly 
written, that it seems hardly to need any explanation; 
but let us dwell on the diflFerent points as they are 
presented to us. 

I. Hannah's gbiefs. (Ver. 4 — 8.) 

They were two-fold: she had no child, and she 
had an adversary. 

Amongst the Jews there was no greater trial to 
a married woman than to be childless. We see 
many instances of this in Scripture. Rachel, Jacob's 
wife, was for some years barren. ((Jen xxx. 1.) 
Michal, Saul's daughter, David's wife,, had no child 
to the day of her death. This we are told was a 
punishment from the Lord. (2 Sam. vi. 23.) And 
in Luke i. 7, we read of Zacharias and Elizabeth 
being childless; and ver. 13 tells us they had made 
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it a subject of prayer. It had evidently been a 
great grief to these holy people. If parents had no 
son, they knew they could in no way be connected 
with the family of the Messiah, and therefore it was 
looked upon as a disgrace, and even as a mark of 
the Lord's displeasure. 

This trial would have been grievous enough by 
itself, but it was considerably deepened by the cir- 
cumstance of the adversary who was permitted by 
God to worry and annoy Hannah's pious soul. 

It was the custom in those days for men to have 
two wives. We almost wonder, as we read of Jacob, 
of David, and here of Elkanah, all men of God, and 
all with two wives ; but clearly it was allowed by God. 

Peninnah was however a great trouble to Hannah, 
for she had children, and she gloried over poor 
Hannah, who had none. To such an extent did she 
carry her provocation, that Hannah could not eat, 
but could only sit and weep. Elkanah, her husband, 
remonstrated with her, saying tender words to her, 
for he loved her dearly, and could not bear to see 
her fret. (Ver. 8.) 

We see Hannah had some consolation in her 
trouble, and it is no small comfort to have a kind 
husband, though even a husband's love cannot reach 
down to the depths of our sorrow. Only the Lord 
Himself can do that, and Hannah knew it. This 
brings us to — 

IL Hannah's befuge. (Ver. 9—19.) 

She poured out her heart, and the bitterness of 
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her soul, to the Lord of Hosts. Many tears she shed, 
and many hours she spent in prayer before the Lord, 
but her voice was inaudible. Some of us may kno^ 
what this is. We are not able to put all our griefs 
and sorrows into words : but there is a language 
that is more powerful than fine words. "Put my 
tears into Thy bottle," prays David ; and Hannah's 
cry entered into the ears of the Lord, in whose pre- 
sence she wept so bitterly. 

Eli the priest " marked her mouth," and could not 
understand her. Again we may know this expe- 
rience. The grief we feel is peculiarly our own. To 
none but Jesus can we tell it : others may treat it 
lightly, or misconstrue our conduct Jesus cannot 
misunderstand us. His tender loving heart is full 
of sjnnpathy to His suffering ones. !N ever are they 
so near to Him as when telling out their griefs to 
the " Man of sorrows." 

How very meek and touching is her reply to Eli, 
when he charges her with being drunken : " No, my 
lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have 
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured 
out my soul before the Lord." Such an accusation 
might have called forth anger in some ; but she had 
been in the school of trouble, and meekness was one 
of the things she had learnt. A ray of hope dawns 
upon her as Eli changes his tone, and speaks words 
of comfort and peace to her: "Go in peace," he 
says, " and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition 
that thou hast asked of Him." (Ver. 17.) She has 
cast her burden upon the Lord, and left it there. 
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Now ** she eats, and her countenance is no more sad." 
(Ver. 18.) She has found it a blessed thing to pour 
out her heart, and all its wretchedness, before the 
Lord. He has comforted her, and she is happy in 
the thought that He knows all, will guide all, and in 
His own time will grant her request. This was a 
real transaction between Hannah and her Lord. It 
was no imaginary process, no mere emotion. To her 
the Lord was a true living Friend; in faith she 
drew near to Him, and she was not disappointed. 

Hannah may be a lesson to us in the simplicity of 
her faith ; and shall we who have fuller light, and a 
revelation of the sympathy of Jesus (more than was 
given to Hannah), — shall we be backward to accept 
the privilege of casting our care upon One who 
careth for us? 

Some of us can use Hannah's language, and are 
fain to say, " I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit : " 
let us try her remedy, and " pour out our souls before 
the Lord." Like her, we shall rise from our knees 
with a lightened heart, and our " countenance will 
be no more sad." 

ni. The answer came. (Ver. 19, 20.) 

"The Lord remembered Hannah," and He gave 
her a son. She called him Samuel, the meaning of 
the name being " Asked of God." How doubly pre- 
cious must this child have been to her : it came as a 
token of God's love, of His covenant mercies. She 
had been so terribly cast down, and now her cup of 
mercy is full and running over. This came from 

F 
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putting all so simply into the Lord's hands. Months 
and years of trial had been Hannah's portion, now 
a season of joy was given to her. 

Let us learn our lesson. " God doth not willingly 
grieve and afflict His children," but the trouble He 
sends is for their good. Hannah learnt meekness 
through the provocation of her adversary; she learnt 
to pray through her need ; she learnt faith through 
her trials; and lastly, she learnt the character of 
God, £U3 she shows in her song of praise and thanks- 
giving. (Chap. iii. 1 — 11.) No chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; but 
there is a blessing afterwards (Heb. xii. 11), and this 
is God's purpose in all the trouble He sends His 
children. Only let us trust Him fully and entirely. 
He gives more than either we desire or deserve. 
Samuel was the first of many children, and what a 
remarkable man he was! Filled with the Holy 
Spirit from his youth, he became the most devoted 
servant of God, and a Prophet in Israel. 

The answer to Hannah's prayer was truly a full 
and blessed one. She would never call him by 
name, or speak of him, or think of him, but it 
would bring all the past to her mind, and she would 
say, ' Asked of God,' ' Given by God.' 

IV. Hannah's second interview with Eli. 

(Ver. 26—28.) 

Many months had passed away, and Hannah 
again appeared in the temple. Probably Eli had 
forgotten the poor sorrowful woman who had once 
stood disconsolately before him, not even able to 
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tell him her griefs, and would not recognize Hannah 
in the joyful mother who now comes with her child, 
to offer up her praises and thanksgivings. But she 
fails not to remind him. *' Oh, my lord," she says, 
" I am the woman that stood by thee praying unto ' 
the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord 
hath given me my petition which I asked of Him." 

Blessed woman! tried in the fire, she had come 
forth as gold. Prosperity had not turned her head. 
The lessons she had learnt in the school of adversity, 
stood by her through life. She had asked for the 
child that it might be to the glory of God, and now 
she was training him for the service of (Sod: "I 
have lent him to the Lord." 

Mothers ! there is surely something for us to learn 
here. What are we doing with our children ? Are 
we bringing them up for the Lord ? Let us look at 
it in two ways, and see the duty and the privilege of 
so doing. The child God gives you is not your own. 
He says, "Take this child, and nurse it for Me:" 
and truly He gives wages, for as we sov with our 
little ones, so we reap when they grow big. We are 
paid back in our own coin, as the saying is. 

Then it is our privilege to bring our infants to 
Jesus. He says, " Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not." (Mark x. 14.) 

Much more remains to be said on this subject, but 
it is one that must be treated by itself, and it is one 
that will interest us $dl ; so we will reserve it for our 
next meeting, when, if it please God, we will study 
it together. 
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THE TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 



1 SAMUEL m. 



You will remember that the subject of our reading 
to-day is to be specially on the training or bringing 
up of our children. Whilst it is our duty and our 
privilege to bring them up for the Lord, we must 
also remember the terrible consequences attached to 
neglect and indifiference. 

In the chapter just read, we see Samuel " lent to 
the Lord," and growing up in His service ; and we 
also see Eli's sons, " who made themselves vile, and 
he restrained them not " (ver. 13), and God's judg- 
ments pronounced against them. 

We cannot begin too early with our little ones. 
The moment they come into the world we should 
receive them as from the Lord. " Lo, children and 
the fruit of the womb are an heritage and gift that 
Cometh from the Lord." (Psa. cxxvii. 3.) Regarded 
in this light, they become doubly precious and in- 
teresting to us. Let us, with the examples before 
us, look at the two ways of education. 
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I. Samuel lent to the Lord. 

When we read the whole story of Samuel's birth 
and subsequent dedication to the Lord, we may be 
inclined to say, ' This is an extraordinary case^ and 
does not apply to me and to my children.' It is 
certainly an extraordinary case, but it does not follow 
that there may not be mothers like Hannah, and 
children like Samuel, even now. The grace of God 
is not restrained; and if we pray with Hannah's 
faith, we may obtain blessings for our children such 
as rested upon Samuel. 

This is the first thing to be thought of in our 
training: prayer. Before the little voice can be 
taught to use the words of prayer, we must pray for 
our infants. As they lie sleeping in our arms, weak, 
helpless, dependent, we should pray that thus they 
may lie in the Saviour's arms, and through life may 
be supported by those Everlasting Arms of love. 
When we are feeding them, we should ask for them 
that they might always in like manner " desire and 
have the sincere milk of the Word, and grow thereby." 
(1 Peter ii. 2.) Whilst washing them, let us pray 
that they may be washed and cleansed from all sin, 
in the Blood of the Lord Jesus. And when dressing 
them, we might pray that they should be clothed in 
the spotless Robe of Righteousness wrought for them 
by Christ Himself. 

I ask you, dear mothers, would not this sanctify 
all that you do for your little one ? Would not this 
deepen your love for it, and would you not feel from 
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its birth that it formed a link between you and the 
Lord Jesus ? He loves the little ones. 

But your next thought will be to fulfil Christ's 
own command, and bring your child to baptism. 
Too many treat this as a mere form ; but if we bring 
our children in faith, we may, we must know that it 
is not a form, but the acceptance of a real privilege. 
We perform our part of a covenant with the Lord 
Himself. " Baptized in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," that child is put 
in direct relationship with God. We have done all 
that we can, in obedience to a plain command given 
us by the Lord Jesus Christ. It is then that we 
publicly give our children to the Lord. 

There ate two things I would suggest to any 
mother bringing her child to baptism. One is, pray 
specially and earnestly before you go : do not feel 
prayer in church will be enough ; but pray that God 
Would really be present with you, filling the heart 
of your child with the Holy Spirit, and ^K^cepting 
that infant fof His own. Then I would study the 
service as given in our Prayer-bode, specially the 
Scriptures; and so you would go with an under- 
standing heart. Thus would you, so far as lay in 
your power, give your child to the Lord ; dedicating 
it in baptism by faith and by prayer, and committing 
it entirely to the keeping of God. The outward 
form cannot turn the child's heart, neither can you ; 
but you believe that those prayers you have so 
earnestly offered will be accepted and answered by 
a covenant-keeping God. 
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If we dedicate our children to the Lord from their 
earKest infancy. He will teach us how to bring them 
up — how to train and how to restrain them. Early 
indeed did Hannah begin the holy training of 
Samuel : she only waited till she had weaned him, 
and then she brought him to see Shiloh — to the 
house of the Lord there; and we find her saying, 
" I have lent " (marg. returned) " him to the Lord ; 
as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord/' 
(Chap. i. 28.) 

But now let us turn to a sadder picture. Eli had 
not thus begun with his sons, and we read of them 
as wicked and sinful beyond measure — ''sons of 
BeliaL" (Chap. ii. ver. 12, 17, 23, 24) 

II. Eli restrained them not. (Ver. 13.) 

It was impossible, now that they were ^own up, 
strong and wilful young men, to teach them what 
ought to have been taught them in childhood, but 
which had been neglected. Consequently we find 
them, not only great sinners themselves, but bring- 
ing reproach upon the religion of God, and " making 
the people of the Lord to transgress." (Chap. ii. 24.) 

The first great duty with children is to make them 
obedient. This was where Eli had evidently failed : 
for if parental authority be early established, it will 
never be completely disregarded. Obedience is easily 
taught, if begun at once : it is false kindness to let 
children have their own way. They do not love or 
respect us one bit more where this is the case ; on 
the other hand, if we insist upon being implicitly 
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obeyed, we shall always command their love and re- 
verence. Besides which, if they do not obey us they 
will never leam the higher obedience to the law of 
God, or at least they will find it far more diflScult 

Then we must also teach them by eanTnple. We 
must ourselves be before them what we wish them to 
be. We all know how early children begin to imitate, 
and how quickly they pick up our words, and copy 
our acts. Words and deeds must be weighed in the 
presence of our little ones, for a fearful responsibility 
rests with us. One instance from Scripture will 
suflSce, it is that of Amon. (2 Kings xxi. 20, 21.) 

But as our children will not always be under our 
own supervision, as they must leave us for work 
or service, we want to instil into their hearts a 
submission to a higher Power — the true secret of 
self-restraint ; we want to teach them where to look 
for their strength, and for their help in times of 
weakness and temptation — so sure to come. This 
work God gives us to do, the rest we must leave to 
Him. 

And as the only way of securing a good crop and 
a plentiful harvest, is by putting in the right seed, 
and planting and watering, whilst looking to God 
for the increase, — so we must diligently teach our 
children the Scriptures and endeavour to train them 
up in habits of prayer. There are some verses in 
the book of Deuteronomy which point out very 
strongly the duty of teaching the Word of God to 
our children. (Deut. iv. 9, vi. 7, xi. 19.) Let our own 
lives show that we love the Bible — that we believe 
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it — that we reverence it ; and let us teach them to 
do the same. They will not, like Eli's sons, trans- 
gress in holy things if we stamp these truths on 
their young hearts. 

Above all things we must teach them to value and 
keep holy the Sabbath day. Let them early feel it 
is the best day of the week, — not in the sense of 
pleasure, but privilege ; and parents taught of Jesus 
will learn how to make the day pleasant and profit- 
able. A habit formed in youth of reverence for the 
Sabbath day, will be a blessing to a man all the days 
of his life. " Train a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it." 
(Prov. xxii. 6.) 

But there is yet another thought connected with 
that word " restrain." I refer to punishing our chil- 
dren. If necessary, let us not shrink from it, however 
painful it may be to our own feelings. Let it be 
done firmly and gently ; but there are occasions when 
we 'must chastise them : the Bible tells us so. Turn 
to Prov. xix. 18: "Chasten thy son while there is 
hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying;" 
again, "Withhold not correction from the child." 
(Chap, xxiii. 13 ; see also xiii. 24 ; xxix. 15, 17.) This 
language is very strong. If Eli had but chastened 
his sons betimes, he had not reaped such a harvest 
of sorrow in his old age ! 

But never punish with a feeling of anger : let it 
be done calmly, or you will do more harm than 
good. Never threaten without fulfilling, or your child 
will cease to respect your word. Never punish ac- 
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cording to the mischief dolie, but according to the 
evil intended, or the child will perceive the injustice. 
Following these rules we may rest assured that good 
will follow chastisement, and that it will be less and 
less needed. 

Let us now glance at the result of these differ^it 
ways of training, in Samuel's career and in that of 
the young men, the sons of Eli. "Samuel grew, 
and the Lord was with him, and he did let none of 
His words fall to the ground." (Ver. 19.) Samuel 
lived by the word of the Lord, and he became an 
eminent servant of the Lord, a faithful Prophet and 
Judge in Israel They were corrupt days in which 
he lived; but he stood alone uncorrupted^ as the 
people testified. (1 Sam. xii. 4, 5.) 

In a good old age Samuel died (chap. xxv. 1), 
beloved and lamented by all. Where he had lived, 
in Bamah, there he was buried. And in the day of 
the great Resurrection Samuel will rise again, and 
the Lord whom he served and honoured here below 
will honour him according to His word. (Chap. ii. 30.) 

A life given to the Lord may be one of self- 
sacrifice: joy and sorrow will be blended, perhaps 
the latter may preponderate ; but "we walk by faith, 
an4 not by sight," and " our life is hid with Christ 
in God." "When Christ shall appear," then will those 
who have loved Him " appear with Him in glory ; " 
and mothers and sons will meet to part no more, 
and to be " for ever with the Lord." 

Eli's was a very sad old age. The sons who should 
have been his comfort and support brought only 
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shame and dishonour to him. He reaped as he 
had sown. He had not restrained them when they 
sinned, and they had followed their wicked ways till 
they were cut ofif by the Lord. He had not taught 
them the fear of the Lord, and "they knew Him 
not " (ver. 12), neither " hearkened they to the voice 
of their father." It was too late when he remon- 
strated with them ; the Lord's word was passed : ** In 
one day they shall die both of them." (Chap. ii. 34.) 
These two examples stand side by side in Scrip- 
ture. Surely we may learn from them how the 
Lord looks upon the training of children, and that 
He gives them to us to tend and to train for Him. 
Let us aim at nothing lower, and let it be said of 
our little ones as St. Paul wrote to Timothy, that 
" from a child they have kno^ the Holy Scriptutes, 
which are able to make wise unto salvation, through 
the faith which is in Christ Jesus." (2 Tiuii:. iii, 16.) 
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SAUL'S DISOBEDIENCE. 

1 SAMUEL XY. 

This chapter contains a very sad story, — ^the story of 
Saul's disobedience to the word of the Lord, and the 
consequences of that disobedience. But it is a very 
instructive history, and there is in it much that may 
be, with God's blessing, most profitable to us. Let 
us look at all the details. Saul was the King of 
Israel. The beginning of his reign had been very 
bright. As long as he observed God's ways, and 
obeyed the words of Samuel, he wm happy and 
prosperous. But those days did not last very long : 
his head was soon turned with his prosperity, and 
little by little he declined from the strict observance 
of God's Word, and thus came to the open departure 
from the right way described here. 

The Prophet Samuel was charged by the Lord 
with a commission to Saul, desiring him to go and 
fight against Amalek. Amalek was a very wicked 
nation, idolatrous, and without any fear of God at 
all (Deut XXV. 18.) Moreover, in years past he 
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had so vexed the people of Israel, that God had then 
declared that he was to be utterly destroyed, and his 
latter end was to be that " he perish for ever." (Num. 
xxiv. 20.) This was the command given to Saul 
(ver. 3) : " Go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not." 

Nothing loth, Saul collected together an immense 
army, and went against one of their cities to fight 
with Amalek. He certainly intended to obey God 
fully. We see this in his immediate acceptance of 
the charge given him by Samuel, also by his way of 
dealing with the Kenites ; for he goes to them and 
says, " Get you from amongst the Amalekites, lest I 
destroy you with them." (Ver. 6.) Then he fought 
desperately, and destroyed all the army of the 
Amalekites, and many of their cities. But there 
was one exception made: he took Agag, the King 
of the Amalekites, alive, and spared the best of the 
sheep and cattle. Everything that was vile and 
refuse was destroyed, but all that was good in their 
eyes wm spared. (Ver. 8, 9.) 

When the word of the Lord came to Samuel in- 
forming him of this act of disobedience on Saul's 
part, we read " it grieved Samuel, and he cried unto 
the Lord all night." To that holy man of God the 
glory of God wm very dear, and he felt how great 
was the dishonour put upon Him and His word. 
Had not that word been, " Utterly destroy, even to 
the very cattle " ? and Saul had presumed to say 
that was good which God had pronounced cursed, 
and to spare what God had said was to be destroyed. 
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Then, too, Samuel loves Saul. He had he^i the one 
to tell him at first how God had chosen him from all 
others to reign over His people Israel; he had anointed 
him Eang, and had heen ever since a true and faithful 
frigid to him. How enthusiastically he speaks of 
him in chap. x. 24s, when, looking upon his youthful 
and goodly person and his royal bearing, he exclaims, 
" See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there 
is Qone like him among all the people ? " 

In this night of anguish he would recall all that 
had passed between them at that time: how they 
had eaten together before the Lord, — ^how they had 
communed on the house-top, Samuel "showing to 
Saul the word of the Lord." (1 Sam. ix. 24—27.) 
He would remember how at first Saul's heart was 
entirely under the influence of the Spirit of God ; 
and then would come the sorrowful recollection of 
how, after two years, he had had to reprove him for 
his want of faith and obedience, the beginning of 
his declension from close walking with God. All 
this would come before him. and he would feel the 
danger (temporal as well as spiritual) in which Saul 
now was. No wonder that he was grieved, and cried 
unto the Lord all night 

But, though it must have been with a heavy heart, 
Samuel rose early in the morning from his sleepless 
couch, and came to speak with Saul. There is a 
great want of honesty in the way in which Saul 
greeted this faithful messenger. (Ver. 13.) Probably 
he did not think that Samuel knew as much of the 
truth as he did, or maybe he had deceived himself 
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i&to the thought that he really had fulfilled God's 
commandment. 

There is great force in that word in Heb. iii. 13 : 
'' Hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." The 
conscience, at one time tender, and quick to discern 
evil, will soon lose that tendemeas and quickness 
if sin is indulged. 

When Samuel let him know that his reservation 
of spoil was manifest (ver. 14), Saul^ like our first 
parents, laid the guilt on others rather than himself 
(ver. 15) ; and even when the Prophet had delivered 
God's message to him, he still maintained that he 
was right, and the people were to blame. (Ver. 20.) 
Not till Samuel had declared to him the full purpose 
and coimsel of God, was Saul brought to acknowledge 
his sin ; then we read that he said, " I have sinned." 
(Ver. 24.) But there was no true penitence, although 
there was some remorse. Saul cared more for his own 
honour and reputation than for the glory of Grod. 
(Ver. 30.) There is something very touching in the 
way in which he still clung to Samuel, as if he con- 
nected with him all that was good, and all the 
happiness which might have been his, but which he 
had thrown away by his wilful disobedience. Let 
us now look out for the lessons for ourselves. 

I. God's word must be obeyed. 

In title olden days God made known His will 
through the Prophets. The word of the Lord came 
to them, and they told it to the people. We con- 
tinually meet with the expression, " The word of the 
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Lord came " to such an one. It may appear to us 
that that was a more direct way of having the Lord's 
will declared; but indeed it is not so. The will 
of God is so plainly made known in Scripture that 
" who runs may read ; " not a bit less is the word in 
the Bible the Tneasagefrom Ood, and to be obeyed 
as such. 

God has given us His Word to be our rule of life, 
as well as a declaration of His love and of the way 
of salvation ; and what He says in that Word you 
and I have got to obey. We cannot take one part 
and reject another ; nor must we obey one portion 
only, and ignore the rest. Look at the words in 
Joshua i. 7, 8. They are very clear and very 
marked : " Observe to do according to all the law : 
turn not to the right hand or to the left." 

In putting so precious a gift as His Word into 
our hands, God expects us to search out His will 
therein and to obey it. If we look back only a few 
years ago, we find all had not access to the Bible as 
we have. It was in the hands of the clergy and of 
a few rich persons, and many of the poorer classes, 
not being able to read, were dependent on those 
who could, and who possessed a Bible, for the hearing 
of the truth of God. But just look at our responsi- 
bility ! In every house, I had almost said in every 
room, there is or may be a Bible, and nearly every 
one in these days is able to read. God will expect 
great things from us; for He has given us great 
opportunities. (Luke xii. 48.) 

Busy, hard-working parents ! Do you labour only 
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for this life ? Are you too much occupied with your 
thoughts of business at the beginning of the day, 
and too tired at the close of it to give any time to 
the Word of God ? 

II. In the rejection of the Word, we lose 
OUR souls. 

The message came to Saul : " Because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected 
thee from being king." Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
speaking of any who rejected Him and would not 
TQceive His words, says, "The word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him at the last day." 
(John xii. 48.) Saul lost an earthly kingdom by 
not obeying the word of the Lord : we shall lose a 
heavenly kingdom. The Book which perhaps we 
despise, perhaps are too busy to open tioWj will be 
opened with the other books at the last great day, 
and as a great balance sheet, the one will be set oflF 
against the other. What if the score be against us ? 
(Prov. i. 24—30.) 

Why is it that people do not study and obey the 
Word? Because they do not believe. Faith and 
obedience always go together : they are inseparable. 
A living faith produces obedience, just as surely as 
the seed of com produces the " blade, the ear, and 
the full com in the ear." Believe every word of the 
Bible, and you will obey it; believe the love of 
Jesus there told you, and you will not reject Him. 
But there is one special lesson in the Word which 
this chapter teaches us. 

G 
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III. Amalek is a figure of the world. 

Grod's command to us is, " Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean 
thing." (2 Cor. vi. 17.) It is indeed a desperate 
battle we have to fight, a continual warfare ; for the 
world does not only consist in theatres and dances 
and gaieties, which we can give up once and for all. 
Like Saul, we perhaps collect all our forces, and do 
battle against the salient oflFences. But when it comes 
to the " best of the flock," we put a plausible pretext 
on the matter and spare that. We give up much, but 
not all. Our Lord says, " He that forsaketh not all 
that he hath cannot be my disciple." (Luke xiv. 33.) 

Perhaps too we fall into this snare : we care for 
the beautiful, the refined, and the lovely things of 
the world, and we clothe our religion with them. 
The tapestried work, the carved wood, the ornaments 
for ou^ churches, which we think beautiful, are (to 
gratify our taste) dedicated to the Lord and oflfered 
to Him. Is not this what Saul did when he " spared 
the best of the flock " to offer in sacrifice to the Lord ? 
Could anything be better or worse in the sight of 
the Lord when He had said all was to be destroyed ? 
And is there not a danger of our doing the same 
thing that Saul did, through a misconception of what 
is acceptable to God ? Taking the best of the world, 
and mixing it up with the service of the Lord, as if 
He could be honoured in any other way than that 
prescribed by Himself: " God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth." (John iv. 24) (Look at Isailxvi.1,2. PhiLiii.3.) 
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Let U8 bewaxe of a compromise. Our Lord's 
language is very strong about the world. We are 
to expect to be unpopular ; nay, even to be hated. 
(John XV. 18, 19.) If we are faithful to Him, we 
shall not be " of the world, even as He is not of the 
world." (John xvii. 14.) We shall set the same value 
upon the things of the world that He did. (Look at 
Phil. ii. 7. Jas. i. 27; iv. 4. 1 John ii. 15—17.) 

And especially let us beware of a religion that 
does not make us give up the world. There is a 
great mixture in these days. 

IV. Saul's fear. 

In Saul's confession he goes to the root of the 
matter, and tells Samuel how it was he came to dis- 
obey God : " I feared the people, and obeyed their 
voice." (Ver. 24.) Truly " the fear of man bringeth 
a snare." (Prov. xix. 25.) But is it not often the 
case with us, that we are afraid of a laugh, a sneer, 
a look of contempt, a word of reproach, the opinion 
of others, — ^and so we only partially obey the word of 
the Lord ? ^ Who does not know such a fear as this ? 
(Bead Isai. Ii. 12, 13.) We are only afraid of man 
when we forget God. Remember too the words of 
Jesus (Luke ix. 26) ; and of the Apostles (Acts v. 
29). Saul was not afraid in fighting with the 
Amalekites. He was most brave and courageous, 
but he could not withstand the voice of the people : 
he had no moral courage, because '' he did not set 
the Lord always before him." And perhaps, too, his 
own inclination went along with the people's. 
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One word more : it is about Agag. The King was 
spared : we know not why. Whether he prayed for 
life, or whether Saul felt it was more desirable to 
take him prisoner and to make terms with him, 
is not revealed to us. We know that he ought to 
have been slain, and that by the command of the 
Lord he was " hewn in pieces." 

Is there an Agag that you have not yet given up ? 
Look well within your own hearts, and see whether 
you are keeping back anything from the Lord. 
Coarse, gross sins you turn from, perhaps with dis- 
gust. "Everything that was vile and refuse that 
they destroyed ; " but the King, more refined, more 
delicate, was spared. It seemed hard to kill him : to 
make him a prisoner was enough. So the people 
said; so Saul thought: but so had not God com- 
manded. Is there with you any beloved, cherished 
sin, that you have not yet slain ? Take the Word 
of the Lord, and by its light, as with a candle, search 
out all the dark places and comers of your hearts, 
and turn out all that savours of the world. Let all 
be hewn in pieces before the Lord. There is a day 
coming when " the Lord will search Jerusalem with 
candles." (Zeph. i. 12.) Ask Him to do that work 
now (Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24), and to help you to give up 
all to Him ; and if there is a something hard to part 
with, to which your heart too fondly turns, remember 
that Jesus Christ gave up all for you. Remember, 
too, that it was the world that crucified Him ; and 
it is by the cross of Christ that the world is to be 
crucified to us, and we to the world. (Gal. vi. 14.) 
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XIII. 

SOLOMON'S REQUEST. 

1 KINGS in. 1—16. 

Solomon had succeeded his father David on the 
throne of Israel. It was the most splendid period 
in the history of that people, and the most brilliant 
reign recorded in Scripture. Solomon was pre- 
eminently a type of Christ : the peace and prosperity 
of his reign typifying the blessed reign of the King 
of kings. 

When David was dying, we read that he oflFered 
a last service of praise and prayer to the Lord. 
(1 Chron. xxix. 10.) Praise for the past and prayer 
for the future. In ver. 19 he prays that God would 
give Solomon " a perfect heart : " the prayer was an- 
swered. We read in ver. 3 of our chapter, " Solomon 
loved the Lord, and walked in the ways of David 
his father." This love was the secret of his accept- 
able service ; it will be the secret of our strength 
and service and of our joy. Do we love the Lord ? 
and are we serving Him in the strength of that 
love ? 

Solomon had another name, — a name which had 
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been given him by the Prophet Nathan. This name 
was Jedidiah, which had the blessed meaning of 
" bel(yved of the Lordr (2 Sam. xii. 25.) " We love 
Him because He first loved us." (1 John iv. J 9.) 
None love the Lord till they find out and under- 
stand that they are " beloved of Him." 

This love led Solomon to honour the Lord, and to 
give to Him of his substance. He went from Jeru- 
salem to Gibeon, where there was a great high place 
(for as yet there was no temple), thus testifying to 
all, I serve the Lord ; and he made it known to all 
that his desire was to build a temple to the Lord. 
He gave (ver. 4) : not thinking it waste to oflfer a 
thousand burnt oflferings ; for he rightly considered 
that what is oflfered to the Lord and accepted by 
Him, cannot be in vain. 

Moreover, the sacrifices were types and figures of 
Christ's one Sacrifice; and by faith Solomon saw 
the atonement for his own and his people's sins. In 
that night (2 Chron. i. 7) the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream, saying, '' Ask what I shall give 
thee." What a wonderful oflFer ! Visions of glory, 
wealth, power, and happiness might have arisen 
before the youthful imagination of the King. But 
he passed by all that, — ^pleaded his youth, his in- 
experience, his powerlessness, to manage so vast a 
people, so great a kingdom. He reminded the Lord 
of His goodness to his father David — ^he asked ''for 
a wise and understanding heart" This was the 
real thing. By faith he saw it, by faith he grasped 
it, and tiie Lord was pleased. 
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Now look at God's answer in ver. 11. Not only 
does he give him what he asks for, but (ver. 13) He 
adds that which he had not asked for. Is not this 
an explanation of Matt. vi. 33, " Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and all other things shall be added 
unto you " ? 

After this Solomon returns to Jerusalem, and 
by the Ark of the Covenant he sacrifices to God 
burnt oflferings and peace offerings, — a sweet smelling 
savour acceptable to God, — ^because that Ark, as I 
have so often reminded you, was the type of Christ 
Himself; and there it was that God met His people 
and communed with them. 

Are there not lessons for us in thi& most in^ 
teresting chapter ? Let us look at the two chief 
points of instruction. 

I. God's promisk 

Not only to Solomon were these words sent, " Ask 
what I shall give thee." Perhaps as we read, some 
such thought as this may cross our minds, " If I could 
have such a direct communication from heaven, I 
should be more inclined to pray and to believe in 
the efficacy of my prayers." 

Now will you listen whilst I read God's own Wor(^ 
spoken to you and to me, and we shall see that 
there is the very same offer made to us in almost 
the very same words. In Matt. vii. 7, we reac^ " Ask, 
and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." In Luke 
xi. 9, we find the same words, only more enlarged 
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upon. In John xiv. 13, 14, the Lord Jesus says, ^ 
" Whatsoever ye shall ask, that will I do ; and if ye 
shall ask anything in my name, I will do it." 

Can there be any fuller, more unmeasured language 
than this ? Is there any limit imposed upon us ? And 
is not the Word of God as direct a communication 
from Go(f to us, as was His appearing to Solomon in 
a dream ? Indeed it is, and the fault lies with us 
when we do not get what we want from above. It 
is a want of faith in God's promises that is at the 
root of our failures. If, instead of looking at our- 
selves, we were to look more frequently at God's 
promises, at His faithfulness, and at the examples 
in Scripture given us to prove that faithfulness, we 
should be oftener found at the throne of grace, and. 
the result would be seen in our lives. God does not 
give us these promises to mock us : He does not say 
" Ask," and then send us away empty. His resources 
are inexhaustible. We cannot overdraw our account 
with Him: He puts a blank cheque in our hands 
for us to fill up. Next time you go to pray, let these 
words ring in your ears, " Ask what I shall give thee" 

II. Ask for a wise and understanding heart. 

The thing that Solomon asked for "pleased the 
Lord." We may be sure then that we shall be asking 
for that which He will approve, and which He will 
be mo^ than willing to bestow. Solomon had a 
kingdom to rule and a people to govern, and he felt 
his utter helplessness : he says (ver. 7), " I am but a 
little child." 
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Our outward position may not be that of kings 
and queens : it may be a lowly one ; but we need, 
quite as much as Solomon did, heavenly wisdom to 
enable us to fulfil to God our duties, whatever they 
maybe. 

The heart of man too may be compared to a 
kingdom, which we have to rule and govern. Think 
of what comes in and of what goes out of our hearts, 
and of all that goes on within, and say if there is 
not plenty of work for us there : the thoughts that 
must not be admitted, the imaginations that must 
be ejected. Who can tell the battles that must be 
fought ? the strife that goes on in that citadel ? 
And who is sufficient for these things? Not till 
-^ith Solomon we say, "I am but a child," is the 
work begun in the right way. It is the first step to 
feel we have no power and no wisdom of our own : 
then we look for help from above. 

Let us examine these words more closely : " A wise 
and UTiderstanding heart. We want to be made 
^'wise unto salvation" The way of salvation is 
not the way we walk in naturally; the knowledge 
of that way does not come by book-learning : we 
must be taught of God. The wisdom must come 
from God : it is heavenly, — not the wisdom of this 
world ; " for the world by wisdom knew not God." 
(1 Cor. i. 21.) But the Holy Ghost must teach us ; 
and the first lesson that He teaches is, that we are 
nothing, and can do nothing : and then He shows us 
that Jesus Christ is " the power of God, and the wis- 
dom of God," (ICor.i, 24.) 
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Then what is it we want to understand! We 
want the "eyes of our understanding to be en- 
lightened " (Eph. i. 18) before we shall know anything 
spiritual " The love of Christ which passeth know- 
ledge," "the peace which passeth understanding," 
the efficacy of the " blood of sprinkling," — all these 
truths, and many more, will be unfolded to our under- 
standings if we are indeed taught of God. " Be not 
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord 
is." (Eph. V. 17.) "This is the will of the Lord, 
even your sanctification." (1 Thess. iv. 3.) Oh, that 
we had more childlike faith, just to take God's Word 
and accept it as it stands ! When we read, " Ask, 
and it shall be given you," let us kneel and pray : 
** Oive me. Lord, that which Thou seest I need^ 
giv^ me heavenly wisdom that I may understand 
heavenly truths." Would not Jesus, if He were 
here now, say to us, as He did to the woman of 
Samaria, "If thou kne^est the gift of God, thou 
wouldeet have asked, and He would have given,'' 
Let us often pray: "Lord, open Thou the eyes of 
our understanding, that we may be filled with the 
knowledge of Thy Will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding'' (Col. i 9, 10.) 
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XIV. 
QUEEN OF SHEBA. 

1 KINGS X. 1-14. 

The fame of Solomon had spread far and wide. And 
who could wonder? God had given him not only 
the wisdom for which he had asked, but according 
to His promise He had bestowed upon him riches 
and honour, so that there was not any King like him 
in all the world. (2 Chron. ix. 22.) 

Gold and silver and treasures of all kinds were 
brought to him from various parts of the world by 
the navy which he had built. This navy would also 
carry the tidings of his greatness over the seas, and 
would tell of the wisdom and glory of the King of 
Israel. 

Amongst those who heard of Solomon and his 
glory was the Queen of Sheba, called in Matt. xii. 
42, the Queen of the South. It is not exactly known 
where the land of Sheba was, but it was probably 
somewhere in South Africa, for the spices, the gold, 
and the precious stones which she brought with her 
are all products of the warm south latitudes. 

Not content with hearing about Solomon, she 
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determined to come and find out for herself if all 
were really true that she had heard of him. A 
Queen, and rich, she was able to gratify her heart's 
desire, and with a great retinue she arrived in 
Jerusalem. 

Let us take each point of the narrative as it stands 
before us in this chapter, and by the light and teach- 
ing of God's Holy Spirit we may find a lesson in 
each. Our Lord speaks of Himself as One greater 
than Solomon. (Matt. xii. 42.) We may therefore 
justly take Solomon as the type of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the Queen of Sheba as representing a 
seeking soul. 

I. She communed with him of all that was 

IN HER HEART. (Ver. 2.) 

Doubtless the Queen of Sheba had perplexities in 
her government, and troubles in her administration, 
that she hardly knew how to meet, besides abstruse 
questions in religion or science, that none in her 
kingdom were clever enough to answer. She asked, 
and she obtained counsel and knowledge from Solo- 
mon ; and in the wisdom given to him by God she 
could rest perfectly satisfied. She laid bare her 
heart to him, and all her difficulties vanished, and 
all her problems were solved as she communed with 
him. 

Now you know we have " a greater than Solomon " 
to whom we may go, and to whom we may tell the 
inmost depths of our hearts. He knows what is 
there, but He would have us tell Him all ; and He 
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will not only guide us with His counsel, but He will 
satisfy us with His teaching. He invites us to come 
and commune with Him. Mary sat at His feet and 
heard His Word (Luke x. 39) ; and when we take 
the Bible and pray over it, we are doing what she 
did. We speak to Him in prayer : He speaks to us 
in His word. Sweet are the moments spent in His 
presence, when shutting the world out of our thoughts, 
and everything that would veil Him from our sight, 
we pour out our hearts before Him. Troubles, cares, 
doubts, — all seem to lessen as we tell Him of them. 

Solomon told the Queen all that she wanted to 
know about : no question was too hard for his wisdom 
to answer. The Lord Jesus is our Teacher. There 
are many things we cannot understand, both in the 
Bible and in our own hearts; let us ask Jesus 
" to open our understandings " (Luke xxiv. 45), and 
when we read the Scriptures He will give us His 
Holy Spirit. The promise is, " He will teach you all 
things, and will guide you into aU truth " (John xiv. 
26 ; xvi. 13) ; and the perplexities of our own hearts 
will all be cleared by that heavenly light. (Phil. 
iv.6,7.) 

n. There was no more spirit in her. (Ver. 5.) 

All that the Queen of Sheba saw, so far exceeded 
anything that she had ever heard of or seen in her 
own kingdom or elsewhere, that it produced this 
eflfect in her. The wisdom, the wealth, the greatness 
that she saw in Solomon and in his kingdom, made 
her feel her own insignificance. Just as the moon 
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pales, and the stars vanish out of our sight at the 
presence of the sun, so did her own royalty and 
grandeur sink into nothing before one so magnificent, 
so infinitely superior to herself in every way. 

Our lesson is plain : when we learn what Jesus is, 
then we take a true estimate of ourselves. So long 
as we are in ignorance of the kingdom of heaven 
and of the character of Jesus, — so long as we com- 
pare ourselves with one another, we take a false view 
of ourselves, because we have an imperfect light, 
and because we test ourselves by a wrong standard. 
Our own righteousness fades into nothing, shows itself 
to be but " filthy rags," by the side of the righteous- 
ness of Jesus. (Isa. Ixiv. 6.) Our garments look 
all spotted and stained, as they are placed in the 
light of God's holy law. Job, in an imperfect light, 
says, " My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let 
it go." (Job xxvii. 6.) But when the full revela- 
tion of God came to him, he exclaims, " Now mine 
eye seeth Thee, wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes." Isaiah, when he saw the glory 
of the Lord, cries out, " Woe is me, for I am undone, 
because I am a man of unclean lips." (Isa. vL 5.) 
Peter, at the miraculous draught of fishes, which 
displayed the power as well as the love of Jesus, 
says, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord." (Luke v. 8.) And so it will ever be with 
us all : the more we know of Jesus— of His charac- 
ter and of His power, — ^the more shall we see our 
own sinfulness, our absolute nothingness before 
Him. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Queen of Sheba, 95 

III. The half had not been told her. (Ver. 7.) 

And yet she must have heard a great deal. So 
much had she heard, that she was induced to take 
this long journey, and find out for herself the truth 
of the reports that had reached her in her own land, 
of the sayings and doings of this great King. News 
is generally exaggerated in being circulated; we 
seldom find that less has been told us than the truth. 
But the Queen of Sheba is obliged to confess that 
the ha]f had not been told her. 

We, too, shall find this with respect to the Lord 
Jesus. Whatever we may have heard, we shall find 
when we go to Him for ourselves, that the half has 
not been told us. Religion will not do second-hand. 
We must have it direct from Christ. We must go 
to Him each one of us for ourselves, for none can 
tell us what the Lord has in store for the seeking 
soul. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him. But 
God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit." 
(1 Cor. ii. 10.) 

The Shepherds were not content with the angels' 
message, but they said one to another, " Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
to us." (Luke ii. 15.) 

The people of Samaria, hearing of Christ from 
the woman who testified, " He told me all that ever 
I' did," came to see Him themselves, and said, ''Now 
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we believe, not because of thy saying : for we have 
seen Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Saviour of the worid." (John iv. 39—42.) 
Will you go and see for yourselves ? Will you go 
and have OTie conversation with Jesus, receive one 
word of His love into your heart, and you will say, 
'•' It was a true report that I heard : only the half 
had not been told me ! " 

IV. The happiness of His people. (Ver. 8.) 

The Queen was only on a visit to the court of 
Solomon. To be continually in the presence of that 
man, to hear his wisdom, and to be one of his ser- 
vants, having access to him at all times, looked to 
her the most perfect happiness. 

Let us see here what the joy of the people of the 
Lord should be. 

They may go as often as they like into the very 
presence of Jesus ; they may stand continually be- 
fore Him ; they may be always hearing His words. 
Should they not indeed be a happy people ? 

David speaks of God Himself as his " exceeding 
joy." (Ps. xliii. 4.) There is happiness in the know- 
ledge of Him whom we may call my God ; there is 
happiness in His service. But it is a joy unknown to 
the world. It lies deep down in the heart of the 
child of God, true and real : the fruit of the in- 
dwelling Spirit of God. 

Mark that expression, " stand continually." Those 
who stand liearest to Christ, and are most often with 
Him, are the happiest 
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V. The gifts she gave. (Ver. 10.) 

She could not add to the glory or greatness of the 
King by her gifts ; but she gave the best she had, 
from a sense of grateful love. Have we nought we 
can give the Lord whom we love? Let us look 
to His own word : " My son, give me thine heart," 
(Prov. xxiii. 26.) 

The heart, with all its affections, desires, and 
aspirations, is what Jesus asks. And if the heart 
be given ; if in other words, we love the Lord with 
all our strength, soul, and mind, everything else will 
*be consecratad and devoted to the Lord's service. 
Time, money, energy, talents, all will be brought 
first to the Saviour and laid at His feet, to be taken 
up again and used to His glory. And he deigns to 
accept, and will not treat as worthless all that is 
brought in grateful love to Him. 

VL His GIFTS TO HER. (Ver. 13.) 

He gave her all her desire, whatever she asked. 
Many a token of Solomon's greatness and riches 
would the Queen carry away to her own land. Does 
Jesus offer us any gifts? Boundless are the gifts 
that He bestows upon us. First, He loved us and 
gave Himself; then comes the promise of the 
Father who spared not His Son : " shall He not 
freely give us all things ? " (Kom. viii. 32.) Amongst 
the all things are: the Holy Spirit (Luke xi. 13), 
Peace (John xiv. 27), Eternal life (John x. 28), Rest 
(Matt. xi. 28) ; and lest this should not satisfy us as 
to what He is willing to give, He says, " Whatsoever 

H 
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ye shall ask in my name, I will do it." (John xiv. 13.) 
Let us never doubt His willingness to bestow, for we 
only dishonour Him by doubting such promises. 

VII. Her return to her own land. (Ver. 13.) 

And what would her life be there ? Not the same 
as before she had seen Solomon. She would go back 
with new thoughts, new desires, new ways of govern- 
ment. She would carry with her the remembrance 
of all she had seen in the land of Israel. Henceforth 
there would be a new standard set up before her 
and all would be regulated by that standard. The 
example, the wisdom, the glory of Solomon would, 
be in her thoughts, and her desire would be, that her 
life and her kingdom should be something like what 
she had seen in him and in his kingdom. 

So it is with those who have become acquainted 
with the Lord Jesus. " If any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature." (2 Cor. v. 17.) The heart, with 
all its purposes and desires, is renewed : the old loves 
have passed away and given place to the one absorb- 
ing principle, — ^''The constraining love of Christ." 
His example. His life is ever before us, becoming our 
standard, to which all is brought, and by which all 
is regulated. 

Let me press this question again upon you to-day : 
Have you ever made a visit to the Lord Jesus Christ ? 
You have no long distance to travel, no fatiguing 
journey to undertake. Though your sins may have 
separated you from Him, though, like the prodigal 
son, you may seem to be " a great way off; " yet if you 
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will lift up the eye of faith, you will see that Jesus 
is really very near to you : you will see that He is 
holding out His arms to receive you, that He is 
willing to be to you all and much more than has 
been told you to-day. 

If you know in your own heart that you never 
have really come, then make your visit this day. 
Rest not till you are in His very presence. There 
unburden your heart, and listen as He says, ** Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." (Matt. xi. 28.) 



Digitized 



by Google 



XV. 

ELIJAH. 

1 KINGS xvn. 

Ahab, who was at this time King of Israel, was an 
exceedingly wicked man. We read of him, that 
" he did more to provoke the Lord to anger than all 
the Kings of Israel that were before him." (1 Kings 
xyi. 33.) It was in consequence of his wickedness 
that Elijah the Tishbite, the Prophet of the Lord, 
was charged with the message of ver. 1. A drought 
is, as we all knbw, a most serious thing, and specially 
in those hot eastern climes. Famine inevitably fol- 
lows, and untold misery in its train. In Ezekiel xiv. 
21, we knd that famine is called by God one of '' His 
four sore judgments." 

The wrath of the King fell heavily upon Elijah, 
whom He looked upon as the cause of this trouble. 
(See chap, xviii. 10, 17.) But the Lord took care of 
His servant and provided a place of refuge for him, 
a hiding place by the brook Cherith. There he was 
to drink of the waters of the brook, and there was 
he to be fed by the ravens. (Ver. 4.) So we read, 
"The ravens brought him bread and flesh in the 
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morning, and bread and flesh in the evening, and he 
drank of the brook." (Ver. 6.) 
Let us observe : — 

I. God's care of Elijah. 

Elijah was in a great deal of trouble. He had 
faithfully preached before a wicked King, and thereby 
endangered his life. In his retreat by the brook he 
was not only cut off from the society of man^ but 
also from the means of obtaining sustenance. This 
was a great trial of his faith. But Qod puts His 
people in the furnace of affliction, that they may 
come forth as gold purified from aU dross. (1 Pet. 
i. 7.) The year that he spent by the brook Cherith 
must have been a very solemn one. He was a man 
of prayer (James v. 17), and in his retirement must 
have had much holy communion with the Lord. He 
was being prepared for higher service. And as re- 
garded earthly matters, Elijah was brought to this 
point, that he had none to look to but God alone. 

Every one of God's dispensations towards us is 
intended to teach us. Nothing happens to us by 
chance. It is not by chance that you have no 
work, no bread : God has so ordered it that you 
may be led to trust Hmi alone. When you are cut 
off from all outward help ; when you feel you have 
no friend to look to, no money in your purse ; when 
troubles are pressing you on all sides, this is what 
God is teaching you, — that you must look to Him, and 
to Him only for help. The Lord is never unmindful 
of His dear ones. It may appear to us that He for- 
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gets us sometimes; but read Isaiah xlix. 15, and see 
that it cannot be. 

n. God's way op helping Eluah. 

"I have commanded the ravens to feed thee." 
Strange messengers those great ugly black birds ! 
But they did the Lord's bidding faithfully, bringing 
what they might have fed upon themselves, bread and 
flesh, morning and evening for the Prophet's meal. 
Never once did they fail, for the Lord had commanded 
them. We learn this lesson : God can make use of 
' any instrument that pleases Him to do His work. 

The most unlikely of all birds for carrying food 
were ravens : yet God chose them. And in the most 
unexpected way, and by the strangest messengers 
will the Lord often send us help ; because He would 
have us look to Him, and not to the bearers of His 
bounty. Morning and evening did Elijah receive, as 
from God Himself, his daily portions. Although the 
ravens be not our purveyors, yet as truly does our 
food come from God. Do we always thank Him? 
Perhaps some of you will say, " We always say grace." 
Let your grace be a real act of faith and thanks- 
giving, and every meal shall be a blessing. K some 
here have neglected this acknowledgment of God 
in eating and drinking, will you begin it at once — 
the very next meal ? It is so delightful to seek and 
to have God's presence in our house, at our table. 
We shall also be less inclined to murmur or be dis- 
contented on the one hand, or to exceed on the 
other. (1 Cor. x. 31.) 
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III. Elijah sustained by the widow. 

The brook dried up at last. Had Elijah any 
misgivings as he watched the water growing shal- 
lower every day? Assuredly not. The Lord, who 
had commanded the ravens to feed him, would not 
leave His servant to die of thirst. The word came 
to him again : " I have commanded a widow woman 
to sustain thee." 

Mark the expression, " I have commanded." God's 
resources are infinite. If one thing fails, it is that 
He may show forth His power in another way. 
And it was now in God's providence that Elijah 
should not only receive a blessing through a poor 
widow, but that he should also bring one to her. 

This widow was one of those who had most keenly 
suffered from the drought She and her son were 
now reduced to the last extremity. (Ver. 12.) Death 
stared them in the face. It was a dark and dreary 
prospect before them, for at that time she knew not 
the Lord, and she could not have had much comfort 
in the thought that she must take her last meal and 
die. 

But as she goes to get her ** two sticks " for pre- 
paring this food, a stranger draws near and speaks to 
her, first asking for what she could not give him, and 
then promising that the little she had should never 
fail till the Lord should send rain upon the earth. 
She listens to his words of promise : they are life to 
her if true, and she will at any rate obey his behest, 
and share the last of her stores with him. That meal 
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was the foreninner of many another, and the supply- 
lasted a full year. (Ver. 15, marg.) 

But God had not finished His work of mercy. 
The widow's heart was still unconvinced. Starvation 
had been before her, and she faced it, but her heart 
was untouched. Elijah came and sojourned with her, 
but she only partially believed. The miraculous sup- 
ply of food doubtless drew forth her gratitude, but 
the depths of her heart were unstirred till God laid 
His hand upon her. The child she loved so well, the 
companion of her solitude, fell sick and died. This 
was indeed strange and mysterious. By a miracle 
had their lives been sustained day by day, and now 
God takes away the life He had prolonged. What 
was the meaning of it? In her utter despair she 
comes to the Prophet. She seems to accuse him: 
"Art thou come to bring my sin to remembrance, 
and to slay my son ? " 

Let us pause awhile and mark those words, " To 
bring my sin to remembrance." Here was the point 
reached at last. What the prospect of death, the 
wondrous miracle, the holy influence of the Prophet 
had failed to accomplish, God now in His own way 
teaches her. Sin was upon her conscience, but it had 
never burdened her. She knew not that it was 
weighing her down to hell, shutting out the entrance 
of God's truth, keeping her back from peace, from 
heaven. But now there is a clear light shining upon 
her: she sees that she is a sinner; she feels the 
double sorrow of sin and of bereavement. " My sin : " 
this was the sting of the sorrow. 
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If we are reconciled to God through the blood of 
Christ. — if we are able to realize His love and sym- 
pathy, all trial will be comparatively light. But 
dark indeed is the hour on which no light from 
heaven shines, where the mourner has only earthly 
sympathy to draw upon, only human friends to look 
to. Often the greatest mercy God can show us, is 
to send us a sorrow. It is truly called *' a blessing 
in disguise." 

If we are unconverted, in the hour of prosperity 
we think not upon the Lord: falsely we think it 
might dim our joy ; and if the remembrance of some 
past sin comes upon us and makes us uneasy, we 
hastily put away the thought as not one to dwell 
upon at such a time. But when God sends a sorrow 
of heart, then the remembrance of the past is forced 
upon us ; and let us ask. Why ? That all the sin of 
the past may be brought to the blood of Jesus, and 
that it may be removed from the conscience. (Heb. 
ix. 14.) 

If God brings any forgotten sin to your remem- 
brance, thank Him for doing so, and come to the 
cross of Christ with it. You may have forgotten all 
that happened, but unless sin has been atoned for, 
it stands out in all its original hideousness before 
God, and one unpardoned sin would drag the soul 
down to hell ; therefore thank Him when He shows 
you your sin. For sometimes affliction leaves a heart 
harder than before: it does not always have the 
blessed effect that we see in the case of this widow. 
If we refuse to see God's hand in our trouble, — if 
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we will not listen ao His voice, we shall be worse off 
than we were before. (Prov. i. 24 — 31.) 

IV. The testimony to Elijah's mission. (Ver. 24.) 

The widow not only received her son alive, but she 
herself had passed " from death to life," and the mis- 
sion of Elijah to her was accomplished. God had 
done a most wonderful work by him. He had given 
him faith to pray a wonderful prayer. (Ver. 21.) 
He had given him alike a wonderful answer. (Ver. 
22.) There was natural life given to the child who 
was dead; there was spiritual life given to the 
mother, who had been dead in trespasses and sins. 
Henceforth she and her son would be living witnesses 
to God's truth. The natural life sustained miracu- 
lously, and miraculously restored, was a marvellous 
work of God's grace ; but a soul bom again — spiritual 
life given — was a greater marvel ; and the angels in 
heaven would that day rejoice, for a sinner had re- 
pented, a lost one had been found. And when Elijah 
was gone away from Zarephath, the widow and her 
son would remain to testify by their lives that they 
were now the servants of the most high God ; and 
as in their former life Gk)d had fed them and kept 
them from starvation, so now would He give them 
grace day by day out of His fulness, and keep them 
from falling. 

" Ifow I kTiow" is her language. She had been 
as we all are, slow to learn. God is a patient 
Teacher, long-suffering, and of great kindness. Will 
you take your place as a scholar in the school of the 
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Lord ? Will you make this your daily prayer, " That 
which I see not teach Thou me ? " (Job xxxiv. 32.) 
St. Paul had been in that school, and he says, " I . 
know i^hom I have believed." (2 Tim. i. 12.) Your 
comfort and happiness will be great in proportion as 
you are able to say, " I know that the Word of the 
Lord is truth." The confession of faith must be 
made. (Rom. x. 9, 10.) 
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XVI. 

NAAMAN. 

2 KINGS V. 1—20. 

This chapter contains an account of one of the 
miracles which it pleased God to work, not for an 
Israelite, but for a heathen. As, with the exception 
of the first eleven chapters of Genesis, the whole of 
the Old Testament is the history of the Jews, and 
of God's dealings in connection with them ; and as 
they (to the exclusion of all others) were God's 
peculiar people, the occasional mention of Gentiles 
is very interesting. The widow of Sarepta and 
Naaman the Syrian stand out in Old Testament 
history, as do the Roman centurion and the Syro- 
Phenician woman in the New, as witnesses of God's 
electing grace : and I think that we ought to pay 
special attention to those miracles and narratives 
that are alluded to by our Lord. (See Luke iv. 
25 — 28.) The story of Naaman is full of instruction. 
May God the Holy Spirit so teach us that we lose 
none of it ! 

I. Naaman a great man, but a leper. (Ver. 1.) 
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Naaman was at the head of the Syrian army. 
He was " Captain of the Host," — ^none stood higher 
in position than himself; be was also "a great man 
with his master," the Kling of Syria ; he was " honour- 
able," because by him the Lord had given deliverance 
unto Syria; he was also a mighty man in valour. 
We are almost inclined to exclaim, What an enviable 
position ! . Could anything be wanting to that man's 
happiness ? But mark the end of the verse : this 
apparently delightful position was not without a 
drawback ; there was one thing that marred every- 
thing to him. He had a fatal disease, a mortal 
complaint; and in all his prosperous and brilliant 
career there was this one corroding care at his heart : 
" he was a leper!' 

Leprosy was a terrible thing. In its worst form 
men were cut off from all society. Naaman was 
not at this time so diseased as to be obliged to give 
up either his duties or social intercourse ; moreover 
he was not a Jew, and therefore he was not bound 
by the very strict regulations enforced upon that 
people by God: but leprosy was in his blood, and 
he knew that, sooner or later, this disorder would 
carry him down to the grave. And this must have 
been a very real source of trouble to him : it must 
have been like a dark horizon bounding all before 
him — ^a dreaded future. 

Do we know anything of such forebodings ? To 
the child of God there need never be a dark future ; 
for those who believe in Jesus know that His hand 
is guiding all things for them here below, and that 
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there is a life beyond the grave, where there is no 
more pain nor sorrow, and where all tears are wiped 
away by God Himself. (Rev. xxi. 4.) But at that 
time Naaman knew nothing of such a future : this 
life was everything to him, and all in this life was 
embittered to him by the leprosy. 

II. God's messenger. (Ver. 2—4.) 

Now it happened on one occasion, when the Syrians 
had made a successful sally into the land of Israel, 
that they carried away as a prisoner a little maid, 
and she waited on Naaman*s wife. Every one in 
Israel had heard of the Prophet Elisha and of his 
many miracles. It was not, therefore, unnatural 
that this little waiting-maid should speak to her 
mistress on the subject, and with her heart yearning 
after her own country and people, full of zeal and 
of faith, she " wished to God " that her master could 
have an interview with the Prophet, so sure was she 
that he could be recovered of his leprosy. Oi;ie told 
another, and tidings reached the King's ears. Willing 
to do anything for his faithful general, he wrote a 
letter to the King of Israel. At that time there 
was a very wicked King of Israel, who knew not 
the Lord; and on receipt of the letter, he only 
looked upon it as an insult, and exclaimed, "See 
how he seeketh a quarrel against me." He knew 
nothing of Elisha, or if he did know of him, he 
only despised him, and did not care even to name 
him to the King of Syria : but God, in His tender 
kindness, was watching over Naaman, and preparing 
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a blessing for him, which all the obstacles and hin- 
drances in the world were not able to avert. God's 
purposes must stand. 

Before however proceeding further, let us just 
mark what a blessing this little servant was made. 
Faithful to her God and her country in a strange 
land, she made bold to speak of the Prophet as a 
man of God, and as having the power of God, and 
was not ashamed. God often makes use of the 
feeblest instruments, that all may be to His own 
glory; and also to show us that the power being 
His, none ought to say, " I can do nothing for God." 

Let us also learn to be faithful to the Lord and 
His cause, even under adverse circumstances. 

III. The Prophet's message. (Ver. 10.) 

Elisha, hearing of the letter, sends word to 
Naaman to come to him (ver. 8) ; and he shall 
know, he adds, " that there is a prophet in Israel" 
So we find Naaman undertaking the journey to 
Samaria in all his pomp and grandeur, and arriving 
at the Prophet's door with his chariots and horses, 
and his retinue. But there only came to him a 
messenger, with a message of the most simple, and 
to Naaman's mind the most unmeaning character. 
(Ver. 10.) He was in a great rage. ' Was that the 
way he was to be treated : he, so great a man, so 
high in position that a King had written to a King 
about him : only a message, and what a message ! 
He was not going to try washing in Jordan : there 
were rivers in his own country far superior to Jor- 
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dan ; and if washing was to be the cure, he could wash 
in them and be clean/ So he turned away from 
God's blessing because of its simplicity. A gracious 
Qod did not leave him however; and again we read 
of servants being the niessengers of the Lord. They 
put before him that it was worth trying the remedy ; 
they told him how easy a thing it was to do, and 
their counsel prevailed. The proud man steps into 
the river Jordan, and after washing there seven 
times, according to the word of Elisha, he is imme- 
diately and perfectly cured of that which had been 
the bane of his happiness, and the misery of his 
life. But the outward cure was not all. 

IV. Naaman was converted to God. (Ver. 15.) 

The heathen's heart is changed. " Now," he ex- 
claims, ** I know that there is no God in all the earth 
but in Israel." The arrow of conviction had entered 
into his soul, and he believes in the truth. AU his 
pride vanishes, and as he stands before the Prophet 
Elisha renewed in body, soul, and spirit, he wishes 
not only to make a profession of his faith, but a 
substantial acknowledgment, and he urges upon the 
Prophet to take a gift at his hands. Elisha however 
refused to take anything, for he was the servant of 
the Most High God, and would take naught but at 
His hand. 

Naaman further shows his sincerity by asking 
advice on a very delicate point, which immediately 
occurs to his mind, when he considers that all the 
old superstitions and heathen worship have passed 
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away for ever from his heart. The reply is, " Go in 
peace." And we can well believe that Naaman went 
home again, with " the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, keeping his heart and mind." 

But I want now to look at Naaman's case as 
containing lessons for you and for me. Some things 
that he learnt, you and I must learn too* 

(i.) We are all diseased. 

The leprosy is a wondrous type of 8vn, It mars 
life ; it poisons all things ; it slowly but surely kills. 
Whence is sorrow? whence sickness, poverty, misery? 
Sin is at the root of all. By sin death came : death 
has reigned over all since Adam. (Rom. v. 12.) 
Look at Naaman's life ; look at his position and his 
honourable course, — of what good was it to him ? 
Whenever he saw the white mark of the leprosy, he 
would shudder, and all the brightness of his life 
would vanish. 

Sin is the poison that is gliding in our veins, and 
bringing every uncleansed soul to everlasting de- 
-struction. It shows itself on every occasion : but all 
do not know it. Whilst some have felt the burden 
of sin, and are continually feeling how deeply rooted 
it is in their nature, some know it not; therefore 
the Scriptures pronounce such to be dead in tres- 
passes and sins. (Eph. ii. 1.) This spiritual death 
is the state of all who have not come to Christ for 
cleansing. 

(ii.) But there is a cure. 

The message comes to us as to Naaman: Wash 
I 
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and he clean. It was a simple remedy, and quite 
diflferent to what Naaman had expected. (Ver. 11.) 
His pride was great, and he had thought to be treated 
according to the honour of his position. Here was 
a stumbling-block, which, but for God's grace, would 
have eflfectually prevented his cure. God's ways are 
not our ways, and those who are to be saved will be 
saved in His way, and no other. No river but the 
river Jordan would have done the work, and the 
washing must be sevenfold. This was the way, and 
the only way. 

The Gospel remedy for sin is the blood of Jesus. 
The message to us is. Wash and be clean. Clean 
from past sin, from present defQement, from aU sin. 
(1 John i. 7.) There are hindrances in the way; for in 
its very simplicity the remedy seems hard to believe. 
And there are proud hearts that imagine some great 
thing must be wrought ; and some of us say, " What 
good thing shall I do that I may inherit eternal life ?" 

But the blood of the cross that was foreshadowed 
in the sacrifices of the Old Testament, the full his- 
tory of which we read in the New, is the only way 
of atonement. Believe in the power of the blood of 
Jesus, and go, wash in that " fountain, open for sin 
and for uncleanness," night and morning: indeed, 
every step we take catches up the dust of the earth, 
and needs cleansing. 

More than that, this " precious blood " which has 
redeemed our souls will save us from the power of 
sin as well as the guilt Do you want to care less 
for this world ? Do you want to have your whole 
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heart consecrated: your lusts and passions entirely 
subdued? Live by the cross: look at the blood 
streaming from that cross. 

"Your richest gain you'U count but losa, 
And pour contempt on all your prid&" 

Will you take home this message from the Lord 
to-day: "Wash, and thou shalt be clean"? And 
will you from this day make this your prayer: 
" Wash me, and I shall be whiteb than snow " ? 
(Ps. li. 7.) 
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XVII. 
DAVID'S LONGING. 

PSALM XT.TTT. 

David, the writer of this Psalm, had a long period 
of trouble before he became King of Israel. A great 
many of the Psalms were written during that time. 
God was teaching him much. It is often the case 
that we leam many of our best lessons in the day 
of adversity. "Blessed is the man whom Thou 
chastenest, and teachest out of Thy law." (Psa. 
xciv. 12.) 

David's life was often in danger. He fled from 
the face of Saul, and had to hide in woods and de- 
serts, not once, nor twice. But he never lost his 
confidence in God. He was often brought very low, 
but he was always able to say to himself, "Hope 
thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him for the help 
of His countenance." (Psa. xlii. 5, 11.) And when 
he was at the very lowest point we read, "David 
encouraged himself in the Lord his God." (1 Sam. 
XXX. 6.) 

The Psalm we have just read was written on one 
of the occasions when David, having fled from the 
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presence of Saul, w^ hiding in the wilderness of 
Judah. There are two things that we may speci- 
ally notice in the Bsalm. 

I. His longing after God. 

II. His confidence in God. 

I. He is in a very desolate condition : cut off 
from all society, from all communication with his 
friends, from all the m6ans of grace. But in all 
this loneliness and desolation, he has one strong 
feeling: he longs after God Himself. He does not 
hanker after the world, for he knows that it will not 
satisfy him. He does not even yearn for the friend- 
ship of Jonathan, which had been so much to him, 
for he knows that there would still be a blank and 
a void, that earthly love could not satisfy. He had 
deliberately compared life (with all its enjoyments) 
to the loving-kindness of the Lord, and he comes to 
this conclusion : " Thy loving-kindness is better than 
life." (Ver. 3.) He did not say this because he was 
in trouble, for he had seen what life at its best was 
worth. He had been living at the King's Court, and 
was at one time in great favour with the King him- 
self. (1 Sam. xviii. 2.) He knew that he himself 
would one day sit upon the throne of Israel, and 
that then he would have in his power the gratification 
of every earthly desire. But all this was nothing to 
him, because he had seen the power and glory of 
God in the sanctuary. (Ver. 2.) Therefore he says, 
" My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh (i.e., my heart) 
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longeth for Thee" Nothing else would do. It must 
be the Lord Himself^ and then he adds, " My soul 
shall be satisfied." 

Now I think there is a great deal for us to learn 
from this subject. There is in every human heart a 
yearning, a craving after satisfaction. God has so 
created us. Some seek to be satisfied with the 
things of this world : they are bent upon gain or 
upon pleasure. Others, again, may be fond of study 
and of intellectual employments ; or it may be 
that some loving hearts are seeking to be satisfied 
with the affection of friends and relations: all are 
conscious (at any rate sometimes) of a void within, 
which calls for satisfaction somewhere. Qod has 
provided for this. He has given us that which will 
more than satisfy every longing, hungry souL (Psa. 
cvii. 9.) But it is not to be found in this world : it 
is in Himself, as revealed to us in Christ Jesus. 

Mark the expression, " Thou art my God." Here 
was a real relationship, an appropriation of the 
Lord. We may know God as the Creator and Pre- 
server of ourselves and aU people, but this is very 
different to knowing Him as belonging to us. That 
little word my has a large meaning. Tou speak 
with very indifferent feeling of a man as a father, 
a husband, or a master, if he is not in any of these 
relationships to you ; but when you can say, he is my 
father, or my husband, or my master you claim an 
interest in him and from him. So we do not speak 
of God with affection or longing till we have been 
taught by the Spirit to say, " My God." 
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Again: David says, "Early will I seek Thee." 
Shut out from all ways and means, he was yet bent 
upon finding GkxL It was a barren and dreary land 
in which he was, yet he knew God was to be found. 
When the Lord had said to him, " Seek ye my fiace," 
his heart had promptly replied, *'Thy face. Lord, 
will I seek." (Psa. xxvii 8.) He was yearning 
after the Unseen, and it was by faith, in this hour 
of faith's trial, that David resolutely says, " I will 
seek Thee." Faith, refusing to be satisfied, or to be 
occupied with the things of earth, with present de- 
liverance, or future greatness, simply seeks God. 

Thid, dear friends, is just what we need to do. 
Let me urge you, — seek the Lord Hvmsdf to aaiisfy 
you : seek till you find. The promise is sure : 
'' Seek, and ye shall find." He is not far off: He is 
near to every one of us; He is our Brother, our 
Kinsman. It is not only the Lord, but the Man 
Christ Jesus, with all His human sympathies, with 
His more than a brother's love, whom we need, and 
whom we are to seek. 

You will perhaps say. How am I to seek ? It is 
in His Word that He is revealed to us, and by His 
Holy Spirit Study your Bible with a view to find- 
ing Jesus in it, and you will not be disappointed. 
David had had glimpses of the beauty of the Lord, 
and it had only whetted his appetite. God had 
shown him somewhat of His glory, but he thirsted 
for more; and because he had had those viewa of 
heavenly things, all of this world was void and vapid 
to him. And this is the experience of all the people 



Digitized 



by Google 



120 Lessons from Scripture, 

of God. If we have known aught of the love of 
Jesus, we shall never be satisfied with anything else ; 
and if for a time we have been seduced &om our 
allegiance to Him, we soon become dissatisfied, and 
cry after God, and say, " My soul thirsteth for Thee." 
Like the prodigal son, we find the food that this 
world offers is but husks, whilst the Lord feeds us 
with the " Bread of Life." 

It is Jesus Himself that we must seek : it is Jesus 
Himself that must satisfy. Infinite in every perfec- 
tion. He alone can meet the infinite desires of oUr 
hearts. His love passeth understanding: it is an 
untiring, unchanging, everlasting love ; something to 
rest upon, for it wUl never fail. 

Do you know anything of the beauty of Jesus ? 
Do you know Him as "the altogether lovely, the 
chiefest among ten thousand"? (Cant. v. 10, 16.) 
Is He your Beloved ? Words fail in speaking of 
Jesus. Come to Him, and find for yourselves what 
He is, and you will soon be^ led to say that He is 
indeed unspeakably precious to your soul. (1 Pet. 
ii. 7.) 

II. David's confidence. 

This was based upon two things : — 
(i.) His knowledge of God. 
(ii.) Past mercies. 

(i.) In the dreary, wakeful nights, he says "he 
reiaefmhers OodJ' A night of wakefulness or of pain 
is not pleasant to the flesh; but sometimes God 
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makes such nights times of great blessing. In Ps. 
Ixxvii. we read of the thoughts of Gkxi bringing 
trouble in the night to one of His servants (Asaph). 
But after his spirit had '' made diligent search/' he 
speaks thus : " This is my infirmity." He finds that 
he had an imperfect knowledge of Qod, thence his 
disquiet ; and now he renewes his confidence in Ood 
by reviewing all the past wondrous works of God. 
(Ver. 11.) "Acquaint now ^hyself with Him, and 
be at peace." (Job xxii. 21.) When we can say 
with Paul, " / hTww in whom I have believed," then 
we trust : not till then. 

We must study Him in His works as well as His 
words. Look at all He has done for His people, what 
He has wrought for them in the way of deliverance 
and help, and learn what He is. Then look at His 
declarations and His promises, and take your comfort. 
David, as we have seen, had a knowledge of God 
and a deep and earnest love to Him, and in the day 
of trouble this was the ground of his confidence. 

(ii.) It was also based upon past mercies. " Be- 
cause Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow 
of Thy wings will I rejoice." (Ver. 7.) This is the 
reflection of God's own mind. He is unchangeable : 
what He has been, that He will be. (Is. xl. 28. Heb. 
xiii. 8.) "With Him there is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning," (Jas. i. 17.) And so in the full 
^ confidence of this truth, because experienced, David 
comes to Him, and is able to rejoice beneath the 
shadow of those protecting wings. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ makes use of this same figure. (Matt, xxiii. 
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87.) The hen gathers her chickens under her wing : 
how safe, how comfortable they are! In Ps. xvii. 
David makes it his prayer: ''Hide me under the 
shadow of Thy wings." And now his past experience 
of the safety and comfort of that hiding-place gives 
him a quiet confidence for the future. 

Have you any past mercies to think of? Perhaps 
you have taken no note of them. Oh, gather them 
up and store them in your memory! Eemember 
how Ood has helped you and blessed you, and brought 
you through hard times; and remember also what 
He has been to you, He will be again. 

Before concluding, we must mark that eighth 
verse. It does so exactly express the position a 
child of God must take : following hard, yet upheld 
by God. 

Christian life is compared in Scripture to a race — 
a battle. We are not to sit down and feel we have 
nothing to do. It is quite true that we cannot earn 
our salvation, nor win eternal life by any good deeds ; 
but it is equally true that we must use all diligence 
to make our calling and election sure. (2 Pet i. 10.) 
If we let go the hand that is upholding us, we shall 
surely fall : it is only as we keep a firm hold that we 
are safe. 

Is your hand locked in the hand of Jesus ? Loosen 
not your grasp : He will keep you from falling, He 
will never let you go. Follow hard after Him : be 
in earnest ; be diligent ; with purpose of heart cleave 
to Him. "The hand of the Lord, it is mighty." 
(Joshua iv. 24.) 
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ASAPH'S TEMPTATION. 

PBALU LXXm. 

The Psalms were mostly written by David, but not 
all. Several (and amongst them this that we have 
now read) were the fruit of Asaph's pen. Asaph 
was specially appointed as chief singer before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. (1 Chron. xvi. 5.) 
He was one of the Levites, a priest and a seer in 
Israel; and his Psalms with David's, were commanded 
to be sung in the House of the Lord, at the renewal 
of the services there, by good King Hezekiah. 
(2 Chron. xxix. 80.) 

Asaph was evidently a man of deep q[>irituality of 
mind. It is very interesting to read the experiences 
of the saints of old, and to find that they were men 
of like passions with ourselves, and that they had 
their struggles and trials of faith just as we may have, 
dod the Holy Spirit guided the pen of Asaf>h to 
write more than one of his exercises of mind, that 
we who are in the same way troubled, may learn the 
lessons that he was taught, and that our faith may 
be strengthened as was his, by communion with the 
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Lord Himself in the' sanctuary. It was there that 
he went to understand the ways of the Lord ; it is 
there that we must go, as we shall presently see. 

Asaph, in this Psalm, describes a process of mind 
through which he went, when he looked abroad upon 
the families of the earth, and saw the prosperity of 
the wicked, their riches and their strength ; and he 
draws a comparison with his own condition, which 
he describes in ver. 14 : " All the day long have I 
been plagued, and chastened every morning." This 
was a state of things he did not understand. He 
was almost tempted to think that God was unjust ; 
that the wicked, with all their pride and violence, 
should be rich and prosperous, whilst he and others 
of God's people were tried and suffering, was hard 
to comprehend, and he was inclined to murmur at 
OodJs dealvngs with him. (Ver. 2.) 

Let us not be too hasty to pass judgment upon 
this man of God. How often, how very often have 
thoughts such as his passed through our minds, and 
we perhaps have not stopped to consider, and to ask 
God to make all clear to us; but we have let the 
thoughts go on unchecked, and the temptation has 
led to sin, — ^to the sin of murmuring and discontent. 
Let us never confound temptation and sin. God 
permits His children to be tempted, but never " be- 
yond what they can bear." (1 Cor. x. 13.) " Jesus 
was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 
sin." This holy man Asaph was in a temptation, 
but God kept him from sin. 

I. He WENT TO THE SANCTUABY FOB TEACHING. 
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The sanctuary was the place especially appointed 
by God for meeting His people, and communing 
with them. (Ex. xxv, 8.) It was a part of the taber- 
nacle where the ark was put, where specially God's 
presence was manifested ; and when the temple was 
built we find it called " the oracle of the house, the 
most holy place." (1 Kings viii. 6.) Only the priests 
went into it, and only on certain occasions. 

But we must not only take it as meaning the 
house of God ; it has a far wider signification. Since 
Jesus Christ came, all have access to God through 
Him. The veil was torn at His crucifixion, typifying 
that the holy of holies was accessible to all — not to 
the priests only, — and you and I may go into the 
very presence of the Lord as frequently as we desire ; 
not without blood, but it is the blood of Jesus with 
which we must be sprinkled, just as the priests had 
to go in with the blood of the sacrifices. (Lev. xvi. 
18,19. Heb. ix. 7.) 

K we turn to Ezek. xi. 16, we shall find a promise 
God made to the people of Israel, of very blessed 
import. He says, " / will be as a little Sanctuary to 
them." It is Qod Himself that is our Shelter ; it is 
in Hvm that we may find refuge in the day of 
temptation. If we take all our difficulties to Him, 
instead of pondering over them by ourselves, or con- 
sulting with earthly friends, we shall find, like the 
Psalmist, that we are able to say, " Then understood I." 
We read of this place of safety in Psa. xxxi. 20, 
where David says, *'Thou shall hide them in Ihe 
secret of Thy presence from the pride of man ; " and 



Digitized 



by Google 



126 Lessons from S(ynpiv,re. 

if we connect that verse with Psa. xxviii. 5, we see 
this blessed truth clearly explained. It is in the 
secret of OodHs tabernacle that His people are safe 
in a" time of trouble." 

A time of trouble too surely comes to all. Know 
you this Hiding-place, dear friends? Have you a 
place of safety, of shelter to turn to when the time 
comes ? You will not then want the additional 
trouble of seeking for shelter. Turn to Jesus now, 
and when you need Him He will not turn away from 
you. 

II. What he learnt there. 

The future of the wicked and of believers. " Then 
understood I their end." Destruction, desolation, 
terrors, contempt, — these are the terms employed in 
speaking of the prospect of the wicked (ver. 18—20), 
and can any be stronger or more fearful? Would 
Asaph wish any longer for prosperity, for riches, for 
this world's glory? I think not Mark the eflFect 
upon his mind when this revelation was made to him. 
He was grieved, and vexed, and humbled before God, 
that he had so utterly misunderstood His ways. 
Every fresh revelation that God makes to us, brings 
us to a lower view of ourselves and our own attain- 
ments. The Psalmist (ver. 22) makes a most abject 
confession. Why ? Because he had had an insight 
into the ways of God the most high. He had been 
taught that the high places of this world, so desired 
and sought after by the children of men, were after 
aU but "slippery places;" and he had learnt that 
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when God arose to judge the world, not the rich and 
the great and the powerful, would be cared for by 
Him, but they, having despised Him, would then by 
Him be lightly esteemed. 

What else did he learn in the sanctuary ? Precious 
lessons. Emptied of self and of pride, the root of 
all discontent, he learns wha/t Ood is to him. The 
reason he had not slipped was that God had hold of 
his right hand. (Ver. 23.) He farther learns whai 
Ood will do for hi/m, : " Thou shaJt guide me with 
Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory." 
The present and the future appear to him in a new 
light — in sanctuary light, and he is satisfied. 

The counsel of God is for us all. It is to be sought 
for in prayer and in the study of the Word, and it 
will be found. Are you in eavTiest when you pray 
and when you read ? So many pray as a form, and 
read only to satisfy conscience, and then wonder that 
their prayers and their reading do not tell more upon 
their lives. If we would have the guiding counsel 
of God, we must earnestly seek for it, and watch for 
the answer to our prayers, and not go away and for- 
get all about it. 

Dear friends, will you give your right hand to 
Jesus, and let Hi/m guide you ? Just as you would 
and do often lead your child through crowded streets, 
passing by the tempting shops, where the child fain 
would linger, hurrying on through places of danger, 
and not stopping because it wants to stop; so let 
Jesus lead you through life's bustling, crowded ways. 
He will take you surely, and oh, how tenderly ! He 
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will not let you stop and partake of this world's 
pleasures, but He will guide you safely by the skil- 
fulness of His hands (Psa. Ixxviii. 72), and He will 
bring you to glory. 

Let us look at ver. 26. As we grow older, as we 
get enfeebled by sickness or by age, who can describe 
the comfort of being able to feel that there is a Rock 
beneath us that cannot give way ? We need this at 
all times, but how much more in tiie day of trouble, 
of sickness, of death ? All that we lean upon here 
will either fail us or pierce us through with many a 
sorrow; but if we are resting on Christ, we shall 
find that we are on a Rock which cannot be moved. 
He will support us. He will uphold us. Then mark 
the word, " my portion." The Lord is the portion of 
His people. There jire those who have their portion 
in this world; when they die they carry nothing 
away with them, and there is an end of all that they 
have cared for, and loved, and rested upon. But if 
we have found Jesus to be our all in all, we shall 
then enter upon the full enjoyment of what we have 
only tasted here. 

In conclusion, let me beg you to put this question 
to youselves : WhcU is Jesus to you ? Is He every- 
thing to you? Can you say with the Psalmist, 
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire beside Thee." It is 
not easy to say this. We must have been much in 
the sanctuary to have learnt this lesson: we must 
have seen much of Jesus to be able to say we desire 
none but Him. For the world has its attractions. 
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and some have very happy portions here below ; and 
only those who know a great deal about heavenly 
things, can say that they are better than the choicest 
things of earth. 

Let us go often intp the sanctuary, into the pre- 
sence of Jesus, and let us weigh all things there. 
Let us strive to look at all things in the light that 
shines from there. Let it be the resting-place of 
our hearts ; and if we sometimes feel a longing for 
more of this world's goods, and a desire for a better 
portion here, let us look at the " afterward," and fix 
our eyes upon the "glory" promised, remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus : " I will come and re- 
ceive you unto myself, that where I am there ye may 
be also." (John xiv. 3.) 
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XIX. 

GOD'S PROMISES TO ISRAEL. 



EZF.KTKT. XXXYI. 25-36. 



These wonderful promises were made to the people 
of Israel at a time when they were in great trouble. 
The prophecy of Ezekiel was written after they had 
been carried away captive into the land of Babylon. 
God's judgment, long foretold, had now come upon 
them ; but in judgment He remembered mercy, and 
sent them many a comforting word of promise. 
Ezekiel, who shared their captivity with them, and 
was to them "a sign," prophecied many further 
judgments from the Lord. But every here and there 
are glorious promises, which stand out in bright 
relief, their lustre enhanced by the darkness all 
around. 

This portion just read is one of those prophecies 
of brighter days which are yet to come upon the 
people of Israel. We find from many other parts of 
God's Word, that the Jews are to be restored to their 
country and to their privileges, and once more to be 
the acknowledged chosen people of God. But we 
will not go into that part of the subject to-day. 
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Every promise in the Bible that has been made to 
the people of Israel, is made to you and to me, if we 
believe in Jesus ; because those who believe are 
blessed with the children of Abraham, and we by 
faith are partakf^rs of all the promises made to him 
and to his seed. (Gal. iii. 16.) Let us therefore look 
at these words as addressed to ourselves, and asking 
for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, take comfort 
from them. 

There are five distinct promises here made by 
God; each one is full and clear. 

I. Cleansing. (Ver. 25.) 

If we turn to the books of Kings, and to the Pro- 
phecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah, we shall find a 
description of all the sins that the people of Israel 
kad been guilty of; sins of unfaithfulness and idol- 
atry, that could only be expressed by the word 
"filthiness." The promise is perfect cleansing: "From 
all your filthiness and from all your idols will I 
cleanse you." 

^ Let us apply this to ourselves. Do not let us say. 
We are not so bad : we do not worship idols ; we have 
always worshipped the true God. When the Holy 
Spirit begins to work in our hearts. He shows us that 
this is no incorrect portraiture of what is there, idol- 
atry and filthiness. Have we not loved many things 
better than the Lord ? This is idolatry. And what 
shall we say of the depths of iniquity that are within 
— the pride, the hatred, the worldliness of mind, the 
love of self, the unsubdued passions, — is not all this 
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rightly called filthiness ? We need the cleansing and 
the pardon, — or the peace will never come. Just as 
we wash our bodies in clean water^ that all unclean- 
ness may be got rid of, so must our hearts and con- 
sciences be sprinkled and purified, that sin may be 
blotted out, and no spot nor stain remain. 

The water of separation, typical of complete puri- 
fication, is evidently alluded to here. We find an 
account of that in Num. xix. 9, 13, 17, 18, where 
Jesus is manifestly set forth as the propitiation for 
sin. Thanks be unto God, we know that we shall be 
cleansed if we go to Him ; we know that He who 
knew no sin, having been made sin for us, we may 
be made the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Cor. 
V. 21.) We know, too, that there is a Fountain 
opened for sin and for uncleanness. (Zech. xiii. 1.) 
Let our prayer be in the words of David : " Wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow." (Psa. li. 7.) 

II. A NEW HEART. (Ver. 26.) 

The heart with which we are bom can never love 
or please God : it is hard and stony, and can never 
receive the impression of His love. Therefore the 
promise is, " I will give you a new heart, and I will 
take away the stony heart." Our experience bears 
testimony to this truth in God's Word. We must 
all be perfectly conscious that if we do love the Lord, 
a change has passed over us. We did not always 
love Him and walk in His ways. The natural heart 
is proud and unloving, unlike Jesus in every way. 
God must change it, and make it soft and tender. 
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Sometimes it has to go through the furnace to be 
melted, like the hard metals, before they can re- 
ceive any impression, or be moulded into any form. 
When you seal a letter, the cold hard sealing-wax 
has to be melted in the flame before you can use it 
for the purpose you require, before it can receive the 
impression of your seal. If God sends you sorrow, 
it is for this purpose, that your heart may be melted, 
so that you can receive the impression of His great 
love, and also that you may be conformed to Christ, 
" transformed by the renewing of your mind ; " and 
whereas you were conformed to the world, God has 
put you into the furnace of affliction, that your heart 
may be re-cast, and moulded into the image of 
Christ. 

Let us often ask God to soften our hard hearts, 
to make them tender, loving, lowly. I like to couple 
this promise with those words so often repeated by 
our Lord : " Ask, and it shall be given you." (Matt, 
vii. 7.) If we made it a definite petition, asking 
God for it as a gift, He would not refuse it. If we 
were earnestly to pray, " Give me, O God, this new, 
soft heart, and take away my heart of stone," we 
should soon find evidences within of God's great and 
loving power; and the heart that had resisted, as 
stone, the dew of the Spirit and the impress of 
heavenly love, would become like the soft earth, able 
to receive the showers of blessing God had been only 
waiting to bestow. And be not afraid of asking, 
fearing trouble may be sent. When the three ser- 
vants of God were put by Nebuchadnezzar into the 
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furnace, there was One with them there, and they 
were unhurt. (Dan. iil 25.) The Lord never sends 
His people affliction but what He will be with them 
in it. " In all their affliction he was afflicted." (Isa. 
Ixiii. 9.) 

III. The Holy Spirit. (Ver. 27.) 

Cleansed and renewed, we need to learn how to 
walk in holiness of life ; we need to understand the 
Word of God, and keep it. This we can only do by 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; therefore God 
says, " I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them." 

So long as we are in the flesh, there will be a con- 
flict going on within. (Gal. v. 17.) The " old man," 
which is to be crucified, does Jiot willingly give up 
his sway ; and many a struggle takes place, many a 
battle is fought, before he is entirely subdued. This 
must be the work of the Spirit ; and it is, it must be 
in His strength that we carry on the war. The Holy 
Spirit is our Guide. (John xvi. 13.) In our heaven- 
ward journey we need one to show us the way, to 
steer us over the rocks and shoals on which we 
might be wrecked or stranded. He is our Comforter 
(John xiv. 16), who, in the absence of our beloved 
Lord, is to reveal His love continually to us, and to 
abide with us for ever. He is our Teacher (John 
xiv. 26), showing to us the things of Christ, guiding 
us into all truth, and convincing the world of sin, of 
righteousness, of judgment. (John xvi. 7 — 14.) He 
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helps our infirmities, making intercession for us in 
our prayers " with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered." (Rom. viii. 26.) 

Time forbids to speak more of what the Holy 
Spirit will be for us and within us ; only let me urge 
you to pray much and often for the full outpouring 
of this blessed Spirit. " God giveth not the Spirit 
by measure." (John ii. 34.) 

When you read the Bible, ask for His teaching ; 
when you pray, ask that He may plead within you, 
and show you Christ pleading for you ; and in your 
daily life, seek to be under His gracious influence, 
that you may obey God's Word in all things, and 
shine in the light He will shed around you. Jesus 
says that our Father in heaven will "give the Holy 
Spirit to all that ask Him." (Luke xl 13.) 

IV. Ye shall be my people, and I will be 
YOUR God." (Ver. 28.) 

The former part of this verse belongs very speci- 
ally to the Jews. It speaks in plain terms of their 
restoration. The latter clause is a part of the new 
covenant, guaranteed to us as well as to them by the 
blood of Jesus. (Jer. xxxi. 31 — 34 ; Heb. viii. 10.) 
It speaks of a relationship entered into by God and 
His people. 

Can you, dear friends, say, " This God is my God, 
He will be my Guide even unto death ? " (Psa. xlviii. 
14.) If not, do not rest till you have come to Him 
through that blood which gives access to His presence, 
and secures to us every part of the new covenant. 
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If we turn to chap. xvi. 62, 63; and chap. xx. 
37, 43, we shall find in both places the same truth 
as in vers. 28 and 31 of this chapter. Being brought 
under the bond of the covenant, and restored to the 
favour of God, Israel is ai the sa/me time to be 
taught self-abhorrence for past sins, St. Paul tells 
us in Rom. x. 3, that now they are " going about to 
establish their own righteousness." 

It is not till we are brought into covenant with a 
Holy God that we learn our vileness, and the " ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin." The brighter the light 
that shines upon us, the darker does the evil of the 
past appear. The more we realize the holiness of 
Jesus in His life, and the suflferings of Jesus in death, 
the more shall we hate evil and loathe ourselves. 
Not till then shall we thoroughly understand that 
there is nothing in ourselves that can make us ac- 
ceptable to God ; but that all must be of His grace, 
and for His holy name's sake. (Ver. 22, 32.) 

V. Fruitfulness. (Ver. 33, 36.) 

The same language is employed by the Prophet 
Isaiah (chap. li. 3), descriptive of the future beauty 
and glory of the land of Israel. Desolate and dreary 
as it is now, and has been since the destruction of 
its capital, Jerusalem ; we believe that God will one 
day fulfil all His gracious promises, and that the land 
will be inhabited and cultivated by the Jews them- 
selves. Indeed, who can read such verses as these 
and not believe in the glorious future of Israel ? 

But these words are also figurative of the fruitful- 
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ness of the people of God. They are called " trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord." (Isa. 
Ixi. 3.) The Church is compared to a "garden in- 
closed." (Cant. iv. 12.) The Lord looks to His 
garden for flowers, and to His trees for fruit. 

The natural products of the heart may be com- 
pared to weeds and briars, thorns and thistles. When 
that is changed, the Holy Spirit clears away all that 
is offensive, and plants within His own blessed fruits. 
(Gal. V. 22, 23.) " Instead of the thorn shall come up 
the fir tree, and instead of the briar shall come up 
the myrtle tree." (Isa. Iv. 13.) 

There is indeed a change in people's homes as well 
as hearts, when the Spirit has been breaking up the 
fallow ground, and planting His own graces there. 
The home that was the scene of drunkenness, of 
quarrelling, of sin of every kind, is now become re- 
spectable, clean, comfortable ; words of prayer and 
praise ara heard instead of drunken songs and swear- 
ing. The weeds of sin, so aptly called thorns and 
briars (for do they not prick and wound ?), are cleared 
away, and there are lovely flowers in their place, — 
flowers that send forth a sweet perfume, so that others 
coming in may scent them ; and God, who hath 
wrought so great a change, is glorified. 

Dear friends, what fruits are we bringing forth ? 
Are we as "the lily among thorns" (Cant. ii. 2), 
showing by our lives that we belong to the garden 
of the Lord ? All our profession is nothing worth, 
if it does not lead to a holy life. There is such a 
thing as a dead faith, a knowledge of the truth which 
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is only in the head, and does not influence the heart, 
or produce fruits of righteousness ; and in these days 
especially, we have to be on our guard against such a 
lifeless religion. They are days of much talk, of 
mai^y meetings, and much profession. Oh, let it not 
»be that when the Lord comes to us and looks for 
fruit, He finds leaves only, else our fate will be that 
of the fig tree (Mark xi. 20) : under the curse of a 
holy tJod, we shall wither away, and be cast forth 
for the burning ! (John xv. 6.) 

Mark the last words: we read (ver. 36), "I the 
Lord have spoken it, and / will do it!' Let us clavm 
these promises made to us by a faithful God. Let 
us plead for their fulfilment in ourselves. Great will 
be our joy, and great our peace, for we shall be 
" temples of the Holy Ghost," and where He dwells 
there must be light, and joy, and comfort. 
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XX. 

BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST. 

DANIEL V. 

Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and King of Chaldea. He appears to have been a 
very wicked man, and the narrative we have just 
read shows us God's judgment upon him. Belshazzar 
made a great feast, to which he invited a thousand 
lords, besides other people. At this feast there was 
every imaginable luxury ; and not content with the 
ordinary gold and silver vessels belonging to the 
palace, the King sent for those which had formerly 
been in the temple at Jerusalem, consecrated to the 
service of God. They drank their wine out of them, 
and then praised — not the Lord God of heaven and 
earth, but the idols, — " the gods of gold and of silver, 
of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone/* (Ver. 4.) 

In the midst of all this revelry, there was a sudden 
appearance which struck terror into the heart of the 
King. On the wall, where the light from the candle 
fell, there came forth part of a man s hand, and wrote 
characters which were perfectly clear, but incompre- 
hensible to Belshazzar and those who were feasting 
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with him. Terrible forebodings seized the King; 
his countenance changed: it became pale and anxious, 
and his agony of mind was so great that Jhe joints 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees knocked to- 
getiher. Who can picture such a scene ? In the 
midst of such an entertainment, surrounded by such 
companions, to have a message from God ! Truly it 
must have been a foretaste of hell, the beginning of 
the agony that never ends there. The conscience 
of Belshazzar must have told him that he was not 
prepared to meet his God, and he knew that the 
writing he saw upon the wall was traced by no earthly 
fingers, and boded no good to him. Mightily did he 
cry for help, sending to all the astrologers and sooth- 
sayers in the kingdom, oflFering large rewards to any 
who would explain the mysterious characters on the 
wall ; but none could decipher them. 

The Queen-mother, who was not present at the 
feast, but in another part of the palace, hearing the 
stir, and feeling the importance of her communication, 
ventured into the banquet house, and there told Bel- 
shazzar of one, well known to his grandfather Nebu- 
chadnezzar, even Daniel; and she begged that he 
might be called, for she doubted not that he would 
be able to explain the vision that was so troubling 
the King. (Ver. 10, etc.) 

So Daniel was sent for, and according to the anti- 
cipation of the Queen, he promised to "read the 
writing unto the King, and to make known to him 
the interpretation." (Ver. 17.) But first he lays 
bare the sins of Belshazzar. He tells him wherein 
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his great iniquity lay, and makes him to see the 
justice of the coming judgment. (Ver. 18 — 25.) 
Then he read the terrible doom of the King and his 
kingdom, in the writing on the wall. (Ver. 25 — 29.) 
That very night all wfts accomplished. 

Now I think that there is a great deal of instruction 
for us here, in — ' 

I. Belshazzar's character. 

II. God's message to him. 

In his character we see — 

(i.) Pride. 

(ii.) Idolatry. 

(iii.) Resistance of good. 

(i.) Pride. 

Belshazzar " lifted himself up against the Lord of 
heaven." (Ver. 23.) In the pride of his heart he 
would acknowledge none superior to himself. His 
kingdom was one of the grandest and most magni- 
ficent on earth, and pomp and luxury were to be 
found in Babylon more than in any other capital. 
(Isa. xiii. 19.) But of her it was written in Jer. i. 29, 
" She hath been proud against the Lord, against the 
Holy One of Israel." And again, Isa. xiv. 13. 

Now of all the sins of the human heart, pride is 
one of the most common, and one that is most dis- 
pleasing to God. He who sees what we really are, 
and knows that all that we have that is anything 
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worth, comes from Him alone, must be dishonoured 
by the pride that wishes to exalt itself above Him. 
And His judgments have always fallen heavily 
upon the proud. Look, for exam^e, at the tower of 
Babel. Was it not pride that kistigp,ted the builders 
when they said, " Let us build us a city and a tower 
whose top may reach unto heaven ; and let us make 
us a name." (Gen. xi. 4.) God would not allow 
that work to proceed, but destroyed it, and humbled 
them by confounding their speech. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, Belshazzar's 
predecessor, walked about his palace, saying in the 
pride of his heart, " Is not this great Babylon that I 
have built by the might of my power and for the 
honour of my majesty ? " While he was saying this 
the hand of God came upon him, and the most 
humbling chastisement recorded in Scripture was 
laid upon him, for he became as one of the beasts of 
the earth. (Dan. iv. 29—33.) 

Turn to the history of Herod (Acts xii. 21 — 23) 
for yet another example of one, who taking to him- 
self that glory which should have been given to 
God, was smitten by the angel of the Lord that 
he died. 

Time fails to look out any other instances, but 
there are many more in the Bible, all showing us 
that pride is an abomination to the Lord. 

Do not let us hastily say that we have no pride, 
because we do not resemble any of these people. 
Our very pride will make us believe that we have 
none ; yet if we look within we shall find that there 
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is in our hearts a root of pride, and that in some 
form or other it is always cropping up. 

We can never be near to God whilst we are wrapped 
up in our own self«atisfaction, or in any way indulging 
our pride. (Ps. cxxxviii. 6; Isa. Ixvi. 2; Luke xviii. 14; 
James iv. 6.) We shall do well, therefore, to ask the 
Lord often to clothe us with humility. Let us also 
look at the character of our great Example, the Lord 
Jesus, who, " though He was rich, yet for our sakes 
He became poor," and "made Himself of no repu- 
tation, but took upon Him the form of a servant " 
(2 Cor. viii. 9 ; Phil. iL 6, 7), and said of Himself, 
"I am among you as he that serveth." (Luke xxii. 27.) 

(ii.) Idolatry. 

. An idol is anything that we put in the place of 
God, — ^giving to it the love, honour, worship, or re- 
verence due to God, and which we thereby withhold 
from God. Our idea of idolatry is perhaps having 
images or representations of God, as amongst the 
heathen nations, and that certainly is idolatry in its 
grossest, coarsest form ; but when St. John wrote in 
his Epistle, "Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols," he surely nlfeant something more than a direc- 
tion to refrain from the adoration of gold or silver 
images. 

As with Israel of old, as with Belshazzar and his 
wicked companions in the chapter before us, so now 
the tendency of the human heart is to adore some- 
thing in the place of God, to put the seen in the 
place of the unseen. When we live for the world — 



Digitized 



by Google 



144 Lessons from Scripture. 

take our standard by the world, when we are con- 
formed to the world and ruled by it, — then the world 
is our idol. When we take a human being as our 
ideal of perfection, when we are guided by that pe!*- 
son, and give our whole hearts, as is often done, to 
one individual, then that person is an idol. Any- 
thing, any person, any object of love that is first 
with us in the place of the Lord, is an idol. How, 
then, can we say we have not to charge ourselves 
with idolatry ? 

It is indeed displeasing to God most high. He is 
a jealous God, and says, " My glory I will not give to 
another." Look into your heart Is Jesus first with 
you ? Do you take His word in preference to what 
the world may say ? Do you love Hivi beyond all 
besides ? 

(iii.) Resistance of good. 

The words of ver. 22 are very remarkable, and I 
think have a deep lesson . for us who read them. 
These are the days of much instruction, and God 
will say to us, Thou kne^vest all this. Certainly to 
every one here can it be said that we have known 
the word of the Lord, that we have heard of the 
way of salvation. God looks for results when He 
has made known His truth to us. Just as the farmer, 
having sown the grain, looks for a full crop in the 
time of harvest, so does God look for the fruit in our 
lives, of the knowledge that He has put into our 
hearts. 

Put not away the thought as Felix did. Though 
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he trembled at the word spoken, He put aside the 
unpleasant subject from his mind, and said there 
would come a more convenient season. (Acts xxiv. 25.) 
We n^er read that it came. 

Belshazzar had had a warning in the fate of his 
grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, a warning how Gkxi 
dealt with pride and idolatry ; but he humbled not 
his heart, neither did he glorify God ; and the very 
solemn address made to him by Daniel, shows us 
that more was expected from him, because he had 
had a knowledge of God's will and God*s truth. 

Let us take home this thought, that according to 
our instruction and means of learning, so shall we 
be judged. The " servant who knew his Lord's will 
and did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes." 
(Luke xii. 47.) 

il. God's message to the King. 

The writing on the wall was in characters unknown 
to all the wise men and astrologers of the day. 
Daniel alone could make it out, and he read there 
three words, which by the Holy Spirit he was enabled 
to discern, were to be applied to Belshazzar. The 
words themselves would not have conveyed this: they 
are in the Chaldean language, — Mene, Tekel, Up- 
harsin, and they have this simple meaning : finished, 
weighed, and divided. 

The writing was a prophecy of what was about to 
occur to Belshazzar. It told him plainly of his 
immediate destruction, and of his kingdom passing 
into other hands. The word Mene being twice re- 

L 
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peated, showed, as in the case of Pharaoh's dream, 
that " the thing was established by GoA" and would 
shortly be brought to pass. (Gen. xli. 32.) But I 
think, without at all straining Scripture, y^ may 
take this writing as conveying a message to ourselves. 
The words are applicable to all who are unconverted; 
they speak of a finished life, of judgment, of eternal 
separation. 

(i.) Mene: mmibered, or finished. Our days on 
earth are all numbered ; the sands of some are very 
nearly run out, but whether we are young or old, it 
is a fact that we know not the length of time we are 
to be here, and God would, by the very imcertainty 
that we are in, teach us to " apjply our hearts unto 
wisdom." We hear of sudden deaths very frequently; 
we hear of sudden seizures of illness, when the sick- 
ness of the body quite prevents any thoughts of 
preparation for death. 

What, then, are we to learn from this word Mene ? 
Surely, to be prepared whenever the Lord shall send 
for us ; and what this preparation is, we know weU. 
It is to be found in the words addressed by St Paul 
to the Philippian jailor : "Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
and thou shalt he saved," (Acts xvi. 31.) It is to 
be found in the words of our Lord Himself, when 
He says, " I cum the Way!' (John xiv. 6.) 

(ii.) Tekel : weighed in the balances. This speaks 
of judgment. Balances are an emblem of justice. 
In one scale of God's balances will be the require- 
ments of His holy law, in the other the life on eartii. 
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Think what it will be to have every thought, motive, 
and action of your life weighed and balanced. If 
you have nought but your own so-called righteousnesa 
in the one scale, the weight of Qod's law in the 
other will so completely and entirely outweigh it, 
that there is 7io hope for you, no hope whatever of 
mercy, no hope of heaven. 

If you are hoping that what you have &iled in 
God's mercy will Tnake up, so that the balance will 
be even, let me tell you that there can be no mixture, 
no patchwork there. When the day of judgment 
comes, the day of mercy will be passed. 

Only One can ever be weighed and not found 
wanting, and it is of Him I want now to tell you. 
The righteousness of the Lord Jesus is perfect and 
spotless, coming up to all God's requirements ; and 
it is only if we are i/n Him, and can present His 
work as out's, that we shall, on being weighed, come 
up to the standard God requires. 

Oh, pause and see how, if you are without Christ, 
you are wanting in every way, — in love, in holiness, 
in faith, in obedience ! Test yourself by every com- 
mand of God's, and see that you have not kept one 
perfectly; and "he that is guilty in one point is 
guilty of all." (James ii. 10.) 

Jesus Christ offers you His rigjpiteousness : will 
you accept it ? Will you believe it ? and sheltering 
yourself under its ample folds, you will be accepted 
in the last great day of judgment ; for in tha;t righ- 
teousness you will be weighed, and will nx>t be found 
wanting. 
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(iii.) Peres: divided. And into how many classes ? 
for there seem to be many here, many shades of 
difference in religious character and faith, many 
varieties of religion, too. Only two classes will there 
then be. When the King shall come in His glory, 
He shall divide, as a Shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats. (Matt xxv. 32.) The Lord knoweth 
them that are His ; and in all the apparently endless 
varieties that exist here below. He sees only two 
classes, — those who are living a life of faith in Jesus, 
and those who are not. We find in Scripture the 
same language all through. Two ways, the broad 
and the narrow, — two kinds of fish in the net, — ^tares 
and wheat in the field, — ^living and dead branches in 
the vine, — ^all speak of only two sorts in the sight of 
the Lord. 

The judgment came upon Belshazzar at once. His 
days and his hours were numbered; his kingdom was 
finished; he was summoned to await his last account 
That very night he was slain, and Darius the Median 
took possession of the kingdom. 

Heaven and earth may pass away, but the words 
of the Lord shall never pass away. "Some men's 
sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment ; 
and some men tney follow after." (1 Tim. v. 24.) 
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GOD'S GRACIOUS CALL TO THE 
BACKSLIDER. 

HOSEA XIY. 

The condition of the people of Israel at the time 
when these words were spoken was a very sad one. 
They were in a state of alienation from God through 
their perpetual backslidings. In chap. iv. 1, we read, 
"There is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
Qod in the land." Their sins had separated them 
from God, and they had fallen very low. Kings and 
priests alike had forgotten God and broken His 
covenant. (Chap. v. 1.) The Prophet Hosea was 
sent to show them the Tnind of God towards them. 
There is no book in the Bible which contains greater 
promises of mercy, at the same time that it exposes 
the guilt of those who have left the service of God. 
Whilst we see the exceeding love of God, we are 
also made to see His abhorrence of sin, His detesta- 
tion of idolatry, and departure from Him. 

This chapter is a marvellous declaration of God's 
mercy still held out ; an earnest call to repentance. 
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Oh, that God would touch our hearts as we study it, 
and kindle in us the holy flame of love to Him, the 
earnest desire to return to Him, and abide under 
the shadow of His wings ! 

I. There is an exhortation to repentance. 
(Ver. 1—4.) 

The two great sins of Israel were (i.) idolatry ; (ii.) 
looking to other nations for help, rather than to the 
Lord. 

(i.) Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, King of Israel, 
was the first to establish open idolatry in IsraeL 
(1 Kings xii. 28.) From that time these golden 
calves became a snare to the people, and over and 
over again we read of their walking in the " way of 
Jeroboam, which did make Israel to sin." It was a 
great temptation to them to worship the seen rather 
than the unseen, all the more because they were 
governed by wicked kings, and because they were 
surrounded by heathen nations. 

There is no sin so displeasing to Ood as idolatry, 
because it so dishonours Him. The first of all the 
commandments is, "Thou shalt have none other gods 
but Me ; " and the second is like unto it, only going 
more into detail. 

(ii.) Then the people of Israel committed a great 
sin by looking for the help of the strong and powerful 
nations near, rather than leaning, as they were bid, 
upon the Lord of hosts. Ashur (or Assyria) was the 
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people to whom they had most frequently applied for 
assistance (chap. v. 13 ; viii. 9 ; xii. 1), and to them 
and to the horses of Egypt, besides their own idols, 
did they look for safety. (2 Chron. xxviii. 16.) We 
find in Deut. xvii. 16, that it was forbidden to the 
Israelites to multiply horses ; and in Isaiah xxxi. 1, 
mention is again made of the iniquity of those who 
" stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they 
are many ; and in horsemen, because they are very 
strong." 

Now Gk)d, in this gracious call to the children of 
Israel to repent, puts words into their mouth. (Ver. 2.) 
He tells them exactly what to say. He bids them 
return to Him from whom they had so grievously 
revolted. He tells them to make confession before 
Him. They are to say, "Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously: so will we render the 
calves of our lips : " or the sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
(Heb. xiii. 15.) And then He bids them declare how 
they will go no more to other nations for help, nor 
look to the horses, nor to the work of their hands, 
their idols ; for they must confess that in the Lord 
alone the fatherless find mercy. 

Now there is, in this touching exhortation, very, 
very much of comfort for all poor sinners, all whose 
consciences testify to th3m that they are backsliders. 
Have not we often committed Israel's sins ? Yes, we 
have been idolaters: our hearts have leant upon 
others rather than upon the Lord for help ; we have 
clung to earthly comforts for happiness, and so we 
have fallen very low before Him. There have been 
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times with us all when we have felt we have been 
separated by sin from our Lord and Saviour. 

But the Lord bids us to-day return to Hvm. 
Whatever our condition, however great the distance. 
He would say, 'Come back, poor wanderer, come 
back to the fold you have left/ Listen to the words 
of Jesus as He says, " Him that cometh to Me I will 
in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37); and give up your 
idol, your cherished sin, whatever it be,'if it is keep- 
ing you from Him. An idol is not necessarily an 
image : anything that we love better than the Lord 
is an idol. It may be an earthly friend, it may be a 
pursuit, it may be money, it may be a sin of the 
flesh that we cannot shake off; any one of these, 
coming between Jesus and our hearts, is an idoL 
Oh, listen to the voice of your God, as He would 
this day beseech you to turn again to Him, and gives 
you words in which to address Him. But you must 
be honest as you say, " Take away all iniquity!* 
" If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me." (Psa. Ixvi. 18.) 

II. There are promises of mercy. (Ver. iv. 7.) 

Healing, love, anger turned away; how can this 
be ? After such a category of sins, who would believe 
that this would be the message sent ? And yet so it 
is. Let us look into each clause, (i.) " I will heal 
their backsliding." In Ex. xv. 26, we read these words: 
" I am the Lord thai healeth thee!' This is His own 
declaration, one of His many names by which He 
has made Himself known. We shall see the exact 
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meaning of the term if we look at Psa. xli. 4, where 
David prays, " Lord, be merciful unto me : heal my 
soul ; for I have sinned against Thee." 

Sin is like a hideous disease in the system ; Jesus 
is *the great Physician, and He must apply the 
remedy. It is the virtue of His blood that heals, 
and where that is applied there is a perfect cure. 
Turn to Jer. xxx. 17 : "I will restore health to thee ; 
I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord." 
Again, in Jer. xxxiii. 6, we read almost similar words; 
and in Isa. Ivii. 18, there is this still more gracious 
declaration: "I have seen his ways, and will heal 
him." Only can the Lord heal the soul that has 
sinned. No reformation, no improvement on our 
part, can close the deep wounds of sin. All must 
be brought to the bl6od of the cross. It is on Cal- 
vary's mount we learn that hy the stripes of Him 
who bare our sins in His own body on the tree, we 
are healed. (1 Peter ii. 24.) 

(ii.) I will love them freely. When our consciences 
testify to us that we have ^' left our first love," that 
we have wandered away from the Lord we professed 
to serve, that we have loved someone or something 
better, our feeling on first hearing His voice again, 
must be one of great shame. We dare not look up in 
His face ; we cannot expect to see His smile. We 
go into His presence with dread, or perhaps we do not 
go because we know that we are not at peace. What, 
then, when these most touching words sound in our 
ears ; full, free love t "I have loved thee with an 
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everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I 
drawn thee." (Jer. xxxi. 3.) "I drew them with bands 
of love." (Hosea xi. 4.) Shall we, — can we resist such 
tenderness ? Jesus, the good Shepherd, sought the 
wandering sheep, and He seeks you. (Ezek. xxxiv. 
16.) This is the reception you will meet with 
if you will go back to your Lord. Nothing but love 
awaits your return. Oh, keep not away, for if you 
resist, you will only wander further and further 
from Him, and each time you hear of His great love 
it will be less vivid, more feeble in its sound, and 
you will be less and less inclined to believe it 

(iii.) "Mine anger is turned away." God is in- 
finite in all His attributes, justice as well as love. 
On whom then fell the weight of His just wrath ? 
It was on Jesus, the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world : the Just One suffered 
for the unjust ; therefore the anger of God is turned 
away from us, and He comforts us. (Isa. xii. 1.) 

What a wonderful verse is this fourth ! Let me 
beseech you to read it ag^in and again ; take it home 
into your inner heart, and say, " This is what God 
says to m6." Further promises there are in ver. 
5 — 7 ; promises of growth, beauty, and usefulness. 

" I will be as the dew to Israel." This would be 
well understood as a figure of good in the countries 
of the East, where the dew from heaven was most 
copious, and of great importance; the heat of the 
sun and frequent drought making it a thirsty soil 
Even in our own summers, how refreshing and valu- 
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able is the dew ! Vegetation would wither, growth 
would be stunted, were it not for the gracious dew 
of heaven. Silently it comes, surely it does its work. 
This figures the grace of GJod, which puts fresh life 
and yigoiur into the soul, and causes growth and 
beauty. 

The lily amongst the flowers, and the olive and 
cedars of Lebanon amongst the trees, were renowned 
for beauty and sweetness. The restored child of God 
is to be made to resemble them. He is to send 
forth roots downwards and to grow upwards. The 
roots must be deep or the branches will be insig- 
nificant. There must be the deep faith in Jesus and 
love to Him as the root of our service, there must be 
much secret communion with Him in prayer and 
over the Word ; or there will be no real usefulness, 
no outspreading branches of shelter and protection 
to others. 

The roots of a plant are not seen, but they are 
its most important part. Our inner life, if right 
with God, will make the outer life all that He would 
wish to see ; the roots of faith will cause the stem 
of love and the branches of usefulness and the 
flowers of beautiful graces, to appear and abound. 
The deeper and stronger the unseen roots of faith, 
the more abundant and useful will be the visible 
works of love. Let us pray that " the beauty of the 
Lord our God may be upon us." (Psalm xc. 17.) It 
is only from Him that our fruit is found. (Ver. 8.) 

We must not pass over the last verse of our 
chapter. There is in it a word of warning: "The 
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ways of the Lord are right," etc. These ways are 
not understood by the natural man: they are so far 
beyond our conception or thoughts (Isa. Iv. 8, 9), that 
some cannot reconcile them with their own ideas of 
justice and love. 

We must come as little children, and sit at the 
feet of Jesus, there to learn this wonderful love, this 
way of salvation, and to accept, without questioning, 
all that we cannot understand. If we endeavour to 
fathom the unfathomable, to grasp with our finite 
minds the infinite, we shall stumble and fall; and 
our knowledge of the ways of the Lord will be to 
us " a savour of death unto death." (2 Cor. ii. 16.) 
" The transgressors," — i.e., the unbelievers, — *' shall 
fall therein." " The love of Christ passeth knowledge." 
(Eph. iii. 19.) This love is offered to us. If we be- 
lieve and accept it, we shall find that "He is 
precious ; " but if any " stumble at the word," He is 
to them '' a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence." 
(1 Pet. ii. 7, 8.) 
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XXII. 

JONAH'S PKAYER 

JONAH n. 

This prayer was ofifered in an extraordinary place, 
under extraordinary circumstances. Jonah, a pro- 
phet of the Lord, had disobeyed God's direct com- 
mand: he had refused to preach where God sent 
him. The word was plain: "Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and cry against it." (Chap. i. 2.) 
But Jonah went in an exactly contrary direction. 
(Ver. 3.) He went to the seaport Joppa, with the 
intention of going to Tarshish ; and finding a ship 
ready to set sail for that place, he paid his fare, and 
went down into it " to go to Tarshish, from the pre- 
sence of the Lord." 

The question arises, Why did he thus disobey the 
Lord ? We find, on studying the whole story (chap, 
iv. 2), that the command was contrary to his incli- 
nation. He did not stop to consider both sides of 
the question, but, ruled by his own will, he ran away 
from duty, and consequently from the presence of 
the Lord. 

Can we ever disobey God's direct command with 
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impunity ? Never. And I would ask another ques- 
tion : Can we ever get really away from the presence 
of the Lord ? We find our answer in Psa. cxxxix. 
7 — 13. Jonah thought to get away from God by 
fleeing from the land where He specially dwelt (Psa. 
cxxxii. 13, 14) ; and, by getting rid of the thoughts 
of God and of his duty to God, he hoped for peace, 
at any rate for a time. He was evidently not dis- 
tressed or unhappy, for even when the storm was 
raging he was fast asleep. (Ver. 5.) 

Miserable man ! In fleeing from the presence of 
the Lord, he fled from real peace and comfort. He 
had stifled his conscience but as with an opiate : the 
pain was lulled, the disorder was not cured. God, in 
His great mercy, would not leave him alone. There 
is a lesson for us here. Let us beware of drowning 
the voice of conscience, for it may not be that God 
will follow us as He did Jonah. If we wilfully dis- 
obey God, and then cast ourselves from His presence, 
perhaps the careless, unconcerned slumber which too 
often follows, may never be broken. Just think 
what Jonah's fate would have been, had Hot this 
wondrous mercy on God's part been exhibited to- 
wards him ! 

Soon after the ship had started, there arose a most 
tremendous storm, and they were in the greatest 
danger. Mark the effect : " The mariners cried every 
man to his god." People who never think about 
God at any other time, will, when in danger, and 
face to face with death, try to pray. We read this 
in Jer. iL 27, of the people of Israel : " They have 
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turned their back unto Me, and not their face ; but 
in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and 
save us." But such can have no comfort in their 
prayer. If, on the other hand, there is peace in the 
heart through Jesus, there is in the child of God a 
firm and holy trust, and the prayer offered in the 
time of danger will be one of calm, loving confidence. 

These poor heathen, who knew nothing of the 
true God, could only look to gods more helpless than 
themselves, and finding the tempest increase, they 
sought the stranger who had joined their crew, and 
bade him "call upon his God." According to the 
custom of those times, lots were cast to find out who 
was the cause of this trouble. The lot fell upon 
Jonah, and he was desired to tell them who he was, 
and wherefore he was there. When they had heard 
his whole history they were greatly alarmed, for they 
thought if he had displeased his Ood, nothing but 
anger and trouble was to be expected from Him; 
and of His power they had a proof in the storm that 
was blowing. The remedy, too, that he proposed, 
was a strange one, and for a time they were unwilling 
to try it; but his persuasions prevailed, and at length 
they cast him into the sea: whereupon "the sea ceased 
fit)m her raging." We read no more of these sailors, 
except that they at once acknowledged the Lord, 
and offered a sacrifice to Him. 

But to Jonah's history there is a strange sequel. 
The Lord had prepared a fish to swallow him up, 
and he was inside that fish for three days and three 
nights. It was whilst there that he prayed, and his 
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prayer we have read together. Now let us try to 
learn some lessons from it. 

I. He realizes his situation. (Ver. 2, 3.) 

It was truly a most remarkable one. It must 
have been like being, as he describes it (ver. 2, marg.), 
in ike grave: pitchy dark^ damp, cast out of the 
sight of God and man, floating about in the midst 
of the sea, conscious only that the waves and billows 
were above, and beneath, and all round about him. 
The sting of all this misery must have been, that he 
had brought it upon himself. Had he obeyed God 
in the first instance, he had never been where he 
now found himself. 

Perhaps this may come home to some of us. We 
may through neglect of seeking and following God's 
will, find ourselves in a false position. Let us take 
comfort. The Lord is so pitiful and tender, that 
though His erring child must be chastened, — and 
perhaps for a lengthened period, perhaps for the rest 
of life may feel the miserable effects of the false step 
taken, — ^yet, He will not leave that loved one alone. 
If only there is faith to believe and to accept the 
love that has never really been withdrawn, peace 
may be restored. We may feel " all Thy billows and 
Thy waves passed over me," and our hearts may sink 
very low, but we may at the same time realize that 
there is forgiveness with the Lord. (Ps. cxxx. 4.) 

The three days which Jonah passed in this miser- 
able situation were designed to teach him much. 
We may imagine that it was not just at first that he 
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was thus humbled. Jonah had much to leam before 
he could understand God's ways, and pray in the way 
here put before us. 

II. The look of faith. (Ver. 4.) 

Before there came a ray of hope, he was brought 
to the lowest point of desolation, to a feeling akin to 
despair, " Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight : " 
here was despair : he had run away from God, little 
thinking of the consequences ; perhaps with the feel- 
ing that when he chose he could return to the Lord. 
But we cannot treat God in this way ; and if we leave 
Him, He will withdraw the light of His countensgace 
from us, and He will bring us through much humilia- 
tion and shame to feel that "it is an evil and a 
bitter thing to forsake the Lord." (Jer. ii. 19.) 

But Jonah remembered the lovingkindness and 
tender mercy of the Lord, and he says : " Yet will I 
look again tp Thy Holy Temple." Let us see why 
he should look there. 

The temple was, as we know, the place of worship 
at Jerusalem, where was the ark of the covenant, — 
the holy of holies. It was there that God specially 
manifested His presence. (1 Kings viii. 20.) In the 
prayer offered by Solomon at the dedication of the tem- 
ple we find this petition : that if any of the servants 
of the Lord should at any time ^ro^j towards this place, 
God would hear and answer the prayer. (Ver. 38, 39.) 
We read of Daniel, that he prayed " looking towards 
Jerusalem." (Dan. vi. 10.) David too says, " I will 
worship toward Thy holy temple." (Psalm v. 7.) 
K 
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Wiat did the ark of the covenant and the holy of 
holies speak to them of? Of Jesus and the blood 
of sprinkling ; and it was to Jesus and to the blood 
of the atoning sacrifices that Jonah looked for recon- 
ciliation and peace. God's chastisement was to bring 
him to this ; just as now He deals with us, that we 
may be brought to the same peace, " through the blood 
of His cross." (Col. i. 20.) If we are at a distance 
from God, there is no other way of approach save by 
Jesus and His blood. fEph. ii. 13.) But the look 
must be one of faith. If in (despair we say, " I am 
cast out of Thy sight," let us add, with Jonah's faith, 
"y©t will I look again to Thy holy temple ;" and the 
look will not be in vain. 

III. The truth he learnt. (Ver. 8.) 

This experience will be that of all who go back 
to the world for their happiness, instead of seeking 
it where alone it is to be found: none ever take 
their own will, and please themselves contrary to 
God's will and pleasure, without bitterly regretting 
it. We do indeed " forsake our own mercy" when we 
" observe lying vanities." And what is the world but 
lying vanities ? There is not a thing in it that can 
really satisfy. Read the account Solomon gives in 
Eccles. iii. of one who had every thing at command ; 
and what is the conclusion he arrives at in ver. 11 ? 
*' All was vanity and vexation of spirit." That which 
you think gold you will find to be but tinsel ; the 
apparently solid is hollow ; riches either make them- 
selves wings and fly away, or else they pierce the 
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possessor of them through with many a sorrow. Take 
life at its brightest, and say that you have got all 
you want, and are for the time satisfied. Let me 
remind you of two words written (and by the Holy 
Spirit) on all things, — on youth, on health, on pleasure, 
on time, on life itself, if apart from Christ: these 
two words are ''passeth away!* (1 John ii. 17 ; 1 Cor. 
vii. 31 ; James i. 10, and iv. 14.) Grasp then that 
which will not deceive you, and let your hold on 
the things of this world be very loose. Whosoever 
drinks of the pleasures of the world will thirst again, 
and never be satisfied; but whosoever drinketh of 
the water of life which the Lord Jesus gives shall 
never thirst. (John iv. 13, 14.) 

IV. The holy resolve. (Ver. 9.) 

Jonah is now brought to his right mind, and he 
is determined, at all costs, to give himself up to the 
will of God : and he further resolves that what he 
does shall be with the voice of thanksgiving. He 
begins his song of praise even whilst in his prison. 
This shows the reality of his faith and peace. (Jod 
loves to hear the song of praise from His penitent 
child. (Hosea xiv. 2 ; Psalm li. 14.) Praise and for- 
giveness are coupled together by the Lord in these 
verses. None can sing rightly who do not know 
that their sin is forgiven. There is no song in all 
Scripture like the song of the redeemed in Kev. v. 9. 
Thus then was God's purpose of mercy fulfilled to 
Jonah. The backslider was arrested, the heart was 
turned round again, the will subdued, peace restored. 
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How every narrative in Scripture constrains us to 
exclaim, " God's ways are not our ways ! " Who so 
patient and so loving as our heavenly Father ? Who 
but He would pursue the rebellious child, and force 
him, as it were, by His love to return to the for- 
saken way ? 

V. Deliverance. (Ver. 10.) 

When the right time came, then God spake unto 
the fish, and Jonah was released from his captivity. 
Our lesson is this. When God lays His hand upon us, 
it is for a purpose, for a measured time : and He will 
never leave us till He has finished His work ; neither 
will He let us be one moment longer than necessary 
in the trouble. He sees the end, though we do not, 
and He can any moment send us relief; but He is 
too faithful to release us before the appointed time. 
To Jonah these three days and nights must have 
appeared like countless ages. Often a season of grief 
seems very tedious and lingering ; but we must trust 
on and pray on, and when the right time comes the 
cloud will lift, and a bright future will open before us. 

Jonah received God's command the second time 
very dilBFerently. He arose and preached according 
to the word of the Lord ; and in consequence of his 
preaching that great city repented and turned every 
one from his evil way. 

It seems strange that Jonah should have been 
displeased at the result of his preaching; but we 
find from chap. iv. that it was so. Gkni shows him 
the great selfishness of his heart. (Ver. 10, 11.) 
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That he should care for his own reputation as a 
Prophet, that he should grieve lor the sheltering 
gourd, " which had come up in a night and perished 
in a night," and not have cared for the perishing 
souls in the great city of Nineveh, showed how much 
of God's grace was still needed in that heart. 

With God's reproof the story ends. Jonah had 
been the subject of much teaching. God had fol- 
lowed him all along, and even now would not leave 
him alone. How wondrous is the mercy and love of 
God! Are there not many of His children who 
could tell the same tale of lovingkindness and for- 
bearance that Jonah could ? " If it had not been 
that God had sought me, and followed me, and 
drawn me by His love, I must have been lost for 
ever," must be the language of many, nay, of all His 
people. 

One word more. Jonah was a type of the Lord 
Jesus in His death and resurrection. (Matt. xii. 
40.) Jonah was in the fish three days : Jesus 
in the grave the same time. Jonah was there as 
a sinner, and for sin: Jesus suffered for sin as a 
sinner. Jonah was released as a righteous man: 
Jesus rose for our justification, having left our sins 
in the grave. What must our feelings be as we. 
think of all that Jesus suffered for us f What will 
be the result of a true living faith in those sufferings ? 
Love, obedience, oneness of will with His. Accept 
His love, and you will love. Accept His work, and 
you will be holy. Accept His life for yours, and you 
will live in Him and for Him for ever. 
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THE TEMPTATION OF OUR LORD. 



MATTHEW IV. 1—12. 



OUB Lord's temptation has in it a great deal that 
we cannot understand. There is much holy mystery 
about it, but at the same time there are some clear 
and defined truths which we can comprehend, and 
some lessons to be learnt which are very precious to 
the tried people of the Lord. These two facts stand 
out prominently : — 

I. There is a devil. 

II. Jesus vanquished him. 

I. The devil is a fallen angel. Once he was 
sinless, bright, and beautiful. But we learn from 
Scripture that he and his company " kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation." (Jude 6.) 
We are not told what their sin was ; but that it was 
rebellion, and of an unpardonable nature, we are led 
to 'infer by comparing one part of Scripture with 
another. It is not however a subject for us to 
enter upon now. What we have to do with is. 



Digitized 



by Google 



The Temptation of our Lord. 167 

the position that this evil spirit takes as regards 
ourselves. 

He is our adversary (1 Pet. v. 8), and "goes about 
seeking whom he may devour." Ruined himself, he 
desires the ruin of all mankind: for this he plots 
and plans, and lies in wait to deceive. 

We see as soon as our first parents were created, 
— ^pure, innocent, and happy, — ^how he appeared 
upon the scene. With a lie in his mouth, but most 
plausible and flattering in his words, he succeeded 
in drawing Eve from her allegiance, and beguiling 
her 'through his subtlety." (2 Cor. xi. 3.) Through 
her persuasions Adam partook also of the forbidden 
fruit. 

Thus they both fell, and in them the whole human 
race; and all having inherited from them a sinful 
and corrupted nature, Satan has something to work 
upon when he comes with his temptations. When 
he knocks at the door, he finds a ready response 
within. Only Jesus could say, " The prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing in Me." (John 
xiv. 30.) So far then this great adversary of our 
souls had succeeded in his work. He had caused sin, 
with its attendant misery and death, to enter into 
the world ; he had, to a certain extent, ruined man- 
kind; and to the end of the world the elBFects of 
his deadly work will be experienced. But the one 
desire of his heart, the o^ie thing for which he 
plotted beyond all others, was that the Lord Jesus 
Christ should be tempted to sin; for in that case 
tl^e everlasting ruin of man would be effected. If 
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only he could make the spotless Son of God give way 
to one thought of sin, then would the redemption of 
man be at an end. And as the first man Adam ha4 
been entrapped by his wiles, so he hoped that the 
second Adam might in a similar way listen to him. 

We look in amazement on such a conception, we 
hardly venture to think of such a plan. There are 
no bounds to his desires, to his schemes, and we may 
well tremble when we think of his power, so subtle 
and yet so deadly, so gigantic in its aspirations, 
whilst so fair and so insinuating in its suggestions. 

II. Jesus conquered him. 

In considering this part of our subject, we must 
look at each temptation separately; and from the 
way in which our Lord dealt with them, draw lessons 
for our own instruction. 

(i.) Jesus had fasted forty days and forty nights. 
All that time He was in the wilderness, whither He 
had been led by the Holy Spirit after His public 
baptism. Two other instances of such lengthened 
periods of fasting are recorded. Moses and Elijah 
were both miraculously sustained forty days without 
tasting food. All that His people have been called 
upon to do, will the Lord Jesus likewise accomplish. 

After His fast, "He was an hungered." Now 
mark how Satan chooses his moment of attack. He 
sees Jesus, alone, weary, hungry, and he stands before 
Him with this taunt : " IS thou be the Son of Grod 
command that these stones be made bread." The 
force of the temptation lay in this : * Use your divine 
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power if you really have it, and turn into food (which 
you so greatly need) the stones at your feet/ Our 
Lord in taking upon Himself our nature, took all our 
wants and sufferings, and if He had worked a miracle 
to supply any one of those wants, or spare any of 
those sufferings. He would not have perfectly fulfilled 
the undertaking. Nothing short of perfection would 
have done in our Redeemer, therefore He would not 
yield. 

Now let us observe our Lord's method of dealing 
with the temptation: "It is written:" — and He 
quotes the words of the law, applying them to His 
own case : not one more word does the Lord vouch- 
safe. He does not look, nor parley for one moment, 
but with the sword of the Spirit He parries the 
attack, and is unanswerable. 

(ii.) Foiled, the devil brings forth another arrow 
from his quiver of lies, and (after having taken Him 
to the Holy City and placed Him on a pinnacle of 
the temple), he proceeds to put before Him another 
kind of temptation. (Ver. 6.) 

Let us observe that the devil can quote the Scrip- 
tures, but if we refer to the original passage, we shall 
find that it is in a garbled way. This time it is as 
if he said tauntingly, * The Son of God cannot be 
killed. Rest, then, upon Thy Divinity. Do what no 
mortal would ever venture on, — throw Thyself down, 
and be unhurt. Is it not written that the angels 
will keep Thee ? ' Again, one single word from the 
written Word, and the devil is silenced. 
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(iii.) But yet again will he make one more eflfort. 
" He taketh Him up into an exceeding high mountain, 
and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them ; and saith unto Him, All these 
things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and 
worship me." (Ver. 8, 9.) The temptation here was 
in this wise : ' Take unto Thee Thy glory, and reign 
now ; escape the life of sorrow with the cross at the 
end, and only by a simple acknowledgment of myself, 
shall the world with all its glory be Thine/ 

Would our beloved Lord listen for one moment to 
such a temptation ? No : His people were too dear 
to Him, the honour of His Father too near his heart ; 
and with stronger words than before, He says, " Get 
thee hence, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve." Baffled, foiled, disappointed, the devil retires, 
though, as St. Luke tells us, "only for a season." 

And now the angels come and minister to the 
Lord, doubtless bringing that food for which He had 
waited His Father's time to supply Him, and for 
which He had trusted in His hour of need. 

What a wonderful history is this of the temptation 
of our Lord ! The more we study it, the more do 
all its marvels unfold themselves to our view. Jesus, 
Man, resisting man's great enemy, and vanquishing 
him ! We must never think because Jesus was God 
as well as Man, that all this was no temptation to 
Him. He was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin; and, having conquered the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, and having suffered being 
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tempted^ "He is able to succour tbem who are 
tempted." (Heb. ii. 18.) All beaven must bave 
gazed on tbat wondrous conflict, marveUing as tbey 
bebeld stem resistance, sucb as bad never before 
been sbown, migbty power, wiliness beyond concep- 
tion, subdued by migbtier power, — ^by Trutb. We 
can imagine tbe sbout of victory tbat rang tbrougb 
beaven wben tbe Evil One retired, completely van- 
quished. If joy be in tbe presence of tbe angels of 
God over one sinner tbat repenteth, wbat must bave 
been their feelings when tbey saw our great foe 
wounded to the death ! 

We must now learn our lessons how to fight the 
battle which we all, if soldiers of tbe cross, are 
called upon to carry on. 

(i.) The weapon which our Lord used was the 
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. (Eph. vi. 17.) 
The law of God was written in His heart (Ps. xl. 8) ; 
and if we are to conquer the Evil One, as Jesus did, 
the same Word must be in our hearts. "By tbe 
Word of Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of 
the destroyer," says David. (Ps. xvii. 4.) It is no 
use possessing a Bible if we do not study it. What 
good would it be to a soldier, who, finding himself 
face to face with his foe, remembered he had a sword 
at home, put by in its scabbard ? So, if we only 
bave our Bibles on our shelf, and do not keep tbe 
Word in our hearts ready for use, tbe devil will find 
us an easy prey, and quite unable to cope with his 
suggestions. And this sword must be always within 
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reach. Even in our work, our direct service for God, 
we must, like those who were rebuilding the wall of 
Jerusalem, hold the weapon in our hands. Turn to 
Neh. iv. 17, and see how those who were building, as 
well as those who had to bear the burdens, and those 
who laded them, were compelled to hold with one 
hand a weapon, whilst with the other they wrought 
in the work : " For the builders, every one had his 
sword girded by his side, and so builded.*' (Ver. 18.) 
" Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom" (Col. iii. 16), and you will find you have 
wherewith to answer the great blasphemer. 

But remember that temptation is not sin. Though 
you may be tried with many a sharp and terrible 
assault, yet God can keep you from sin, just as He 
kept the three children in the fire. (Dan. iiL 27.) 
Not a hair of their head was singed, nor had the 
smell of fire passed on them. More than that, in 
the furnace they were unbound, and Jesus was with 
them. 

It is God's prerogative to cause good to come out 
of evil ; and Satan s deepest schemes for the hurt of 
the children of God may be made by Him the very 
means of their permanent deliverance from his thral- 
dom; else why should such words as these be written: 
"Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings"? (1 Peter iv. 12, 13.) 
And again, speaking to those who are " kept by the 
power of (jod," the same Apostle writes, " That the 
trial of your faith being much more precious than of 
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gold that perisheth, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." 
(Chap. i. 7.) 

(ii.) Our Lord, who knew what temptation was, 
bids His disciples " watch and pray " against it. To 
guard hearts as treacherous, as weak, as sin-loving as 
cur's, is indeed an arduous work. Yet it must be 
done. There is a beautiful illustration of this in 
that same chapter of Nehemiah to which we have 
already referred, when the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
was being carried on under great difficulties, enemies 
having conspired to hinder the work. We read these 
words : " Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our 
God, and set a watch against them day and night, 
because of them." Nothing less than this will do, 
watchers day and night, to guard every entrance 
from intruders, every bulwark from assault. Job 
says, "I made a covenant with mine eyes." (Job 
xxxi. 1.) David prays, "Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity." (Ps. cxix. 37.) God Himself 
tells Israel not to inquire after the gods of other 
nations, lest they should be snared to do likewise. 
The senses must all be guarded, lest they let in sin. 
(Deut. xii. 30.) Sentinels must be placed at all 
posts, and specially must the door of our lips be 
guarded, lest words of iniquity proceed therefrom 
(Ps. cxli. 3) ; for in the Epistle of James we find that 
the tongue giving utterance to bad words " is set on 
fire of heU" (James iii. 6.) 

But watching will not do without prayer. Prayer 
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keeps the commimication open between the Lord and 
our souls, and a habit of prayer is our great safe- 
guard, for the Evil One cannot come between Jesus 
and His people. (Rom. viii. 38, 39.) 

Coupling the counsel to use the sword of the 
Spirit, and watchfulness (Eph. vi. 17, 18), is this 
link: "praying always with all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the Spirit." They form a beautiful three- 
fold cord, which will not easily be broken. 

Finally, this evil spirit has our ruin — ^yours and 
mine— very much at heart, and he is always ''going 
about, seeking whom he may devour." We have to 
resist him "steadfast in the faith;" then the promise 
is, " he will flee from you." 

Observe in our Lord's temptation, that He did not 
for one moment listen to it; and contrast what is 
told us of Eve in the garden of Eden. She answered 
according to her own fancy; she listened to flattering 
words, and when she saw, etc., " she took and eat" 
(Gen. iii. 2 — 7.) Look at Balaam parleying with 
messengers, the emissaries of Satan, instead of giving 
them an instant dismissal. (Num. xxii. 8.) 

Again, Jesus used the Word of Gk)d. He did not 
speak of Himself. If we in any way place our 
reliance in self, we shall fall. Hazael said, " Is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do this great thing ? " 
when the Prophet foretold how he would slay the 
King, etc. (2 Eangs viii. 13) ; but he did it all, for he 
was only trusting to himself. Peter, again, is another 
instance of self giving way before temptation. (Matt. 
xxvi. 35, 75.) 
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Satan is a crafty foe ; we are " Dot ignorant of his 
devices." Now it will be through the world he will 
try to seduce us, now through our own fleshly lusts, 
now through our religion. He can even appear as 
an angel of light. Who would have thought that 
he was lurking in Peter's heart, and prompting the 
words, apparently so earnest, so full of love to the 
Lord : " Be it far from Thee (or pity thyself). Lord : 
this shall not be unto Thee " ? Yet so it was, as we 
see by the stern answer he received. (Matt. xvi. 
22, 23.) He knows our weak points, and he suits 
his temptations accordingly; therefore nothing less 
than the whole armour of God will do for us. (Eph. 
vi. 11.) Our only place of safety is m Christ Himi- 
sdf. In the secret of His presence the devil cannot 
venture ; under the shadow of His wings none can 
intrude. 

Have you wounds and scars and the remembrance 
of terrible fights and more terrible falls ? Oh, the 
blood of Jesus can wash all away, and heal the 
wounds, and give fresh life and strength ! For our 
everlasting comfort let us remember that it is written, 
" For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil." 
(1 John iii. 8.) 
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PETEK ON THE WATER 

MATTHEW XrV. »— 83. 

In the beginning of this chapter a most stirring 
event is recorded. A man had been executed most 
unjustly, without any trial, without any warning, to 
gratify the wicked wish of a most wicked woman. 
That woman was the friend of the King, living in 
adultery with him. The murdered man was John 
the Baptist, the friend of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
had said of him, "Amongst those that are born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than John 
the Baptist." (Luke vii. 28.) John the Baptist had 
his disciples (or followers) as well as our Lord, and 
when they had, in so horrible and sudden a way, 
lost their master, we read that "they took up the 
body and buried it, and went and told Jesus" 
(Ver. 12.) 

How blessed for them that they had such a Friend, 
to whom they could go and tell all their trouble and 
sorrow. Just as blessed, just as real to us may be 
the friendship of the Lord Jesus. Do you know 
what it is to go and tell all to Him ? If not, begin 
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at once the habit of this close converse. You will 
find it very sweet to turn to Him every moment, in 
the loving confidence of a holy friendship. Tell Him 
all, and keep nothing back from Him. Try it for a 
time, for a day, and see if it is not a holy and a 
happy day ; you will feel Him so near to you, and 
so inexpressibly dear, that the words of the Church, 
in Cant. iii. 4, will be yours : " I found Him whom 
my soul loveth; I held Him, and would not let 
Him go." 

When our Lord had heard from them their sad 
inteUigence, He wished to go away to be alone. He 
went into a desert place apart. It must have made 
him sorrowftd for two reasons. In the first place 
He had lost a faithful friend ; and then it must have 
brought to His mind very vividly all that He was 
going to suffer Himself. He wished to be alone, but 
the people crowded to Him from all parts, and, 
instead of solitude. He found Himself surrounded by 
a great multitude. When we are thwarted in our 
wishes, how often we are impatient and irritable ; 
but it was not so with the Lord Jesus : far from it. 
When He saw a great multitude "He was moved 
with compassion toward them ; " and when the 
disciples wanted to send them away He said, " They 
need not depart," and commanded that they should 
be fed. It was not till they were satisfied, and that 
by a miracle which He worked to supply their 
necessities, that He sent them away. 

And now He sends aU away, — ^first the disciples, 
and then the multitudes, — ^for He must be alone, 

N 
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And we are told why He would be alone: it was 
that He might pray. It is a wonderful thought that 
Jesus prayed. Some of His prayers are given us. 
This is indeed holy ground, and we can only gaze 
in unutterable love and wonder ; but whilst we tread 
reverently we may just observe how Jesus loved to 
breathe the word Fatheb. It was the appellation 
He used in all His prayers, and His Father's name 
and glory were first in His heart ; then came His 
people, — ^you and me, if we are indeed His. We 
may be very sure that none of His loved ones were 
forgotten in those long hours of prayer and com- 
munion with His Father. 

If Jesus prayed and felt that He must be alone 
at the close of a long day, how much more must we ! 
Dear friends, I must again and again urge this upon 
you: you must get time alone with Qod. There 
Tnust be seasons when you shut out aU from your 
heart, — ^business, pleasures, friends even, all must 
be excluded, and you must be alone with your God. 

But we must pass on to our narrative. Whilst 
their Lord was in the mountain apart, the disciples 
were in the boat " in the midst of the sea," which 
was rough and boisterous, for the wind was contrary. 
What an emblem of life was this passage across the 
sea ! In our Baptismal Service we pray that our' 
little ones " may so pass the waves of this trouble- 
some world, that they may come to Ihe land of 
everlasting life." And to many the whole of the 
voyage is rough and stormy, whilst all know some- 
thing of a contrary wind and times of difficulty. 
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But when we have learned how to manage our vessel, 
when we know the land we are steering for, when in 
fact our Pilot is with us, we have a refuge in the 
storms, an anchor of the soul sure and steadfast. 

But now ohserve: Jesus had sent the disciples, 
yet they had a bad passage. So in the way that 
(jod appoints for us we are not to expect to be free 
from trouble. Indeed it is in taking the right 
way, very often, that our troubles come. The wind 
of the world is contrary to us when we are by our 
lives showing that we are not of the world. (John 
XV. 18, 19.) Storms will arise in our family, in our 
own hearts: storms of opposition from without, storms 
of a restless, unsubdued will within. Rough words 
from others, boisterous, swelling waves of pride and 
worldliness surging up from our own hearts. Life is 
very full of such storms. 

But let us continue our story. In the midst of all 
this trouble Jesus appeared. He was, in a miracu- 
lous way, walking on the sea, so they failed to 
recognize Him. His approach brought only terror : 
no joy to them at first. These stout-hearted men 
quailed before the supernatural. We find it often 
so. Persons who could grapple with all kinds of 
dangers in an ordinary way, will turn pale at the 
thoughts of a spirit or a ghost Is it not from a 
want of faith in the only supernatural agency, that 
would be permitted to touch a child of God ? (Ps. 
xci. 11, Heb. L 14.) If the heart were at peace with 
Grod and the conscience clear, there would be no fear 
of evil. (1 Pet iii. 13.), At the voice of Jesus all 
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was right. He did not then reprove them, but spoke 
words of kindness and comfort : " Be of good cheer ; 
it is I: be not afiraid." Let us pause over these 
words awhile. In the dead of the night, in the 
midst of a storm, they were spoken, and brought 
comfort and peace to the hearts of those addressed ; 
and that which had made them cry out for fear, 
proved to be Jesus drawing near. Can we not find 
a lesson for ourselves here ? WTien trouble comes 
we do not at first think of Jesus, and if we do, we 
are often inclined to turn from Him, rather than to 
welcome Him. It is not till we have heard His 
voice that comfort comes. Let me say this to you : 
Listen for the voice of Jesus in your dark and 
dreary night of trouble. Above the blustering wind, 
above the stormy waves, will that still small voice 
be heard : ' It is I, — I, your Friend, your Saviour, 
your God : be not afraid. I am not come to harm 
you, to reprove you, to weary you. I am come to 
help you, to save you, to love you.' This is what 
Jesus says, what He has said over and over again to 
His loved ones ; and He says further, " They know 
His voice." (John x. 4.) Do you know your Saviour's 
voice ? If not, ask Him again and again, " Let me 
hear Thy voice ; " and assuredly He will grant you 
that petition. 

Calmed and re-assured, the disciples now recog- 
nize their Lord; and Peter, ever adventurous, is 
desirous of joining Him on the water. "Lord, if it 
be Thou, bid me come imto Thee on the water." 
A ready assent was granted, and Peter boldly steps 
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forth. " But " (oh, mark that but !) " when he saw 
the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning 
to sink, he cried saying, Lord, save me!" No 
wonder that the Lord now reproves him, " Oh, thou 
of little faith ! wherefore didst thou doubt ? " Peter 
began to sink becavse he looked at the winds and 
waves, instead of looking to Jesus. Here are lessons 
for us. 

I. Weak faith causes failure. 

" We walk by faith, and not by sight : " this is 
the Christian's motto. The moment we allow our- 
selves to let any worldly considerations influence us, 
that moment we fail. Faith is resting on Christ : if 
we try to go alone we shall stumble. Peter saw Jesus 
on the water, and thought he could manage to walk 
on the same element, but his faith was not strong 
enough to keep him there. Sometimes we make a 
good start, but do not keep up an equal zeal and 
earnestness. Why is this? Is it not that we are 
letting our eye wander to circumstances, and not 
keeping it .fixed on Jesus ? When Peter saw the 
waves and felt the strong wind, he was occupied with 
them, and fearful of them in consequence. He 
ought not to have regarded them, but his faith was 
small and sight ruled. So we oftentimes look at 
circumstances instead of trusting entirely tp Jesus : 
we think, what will such an one think or say of us ? 
or we shrink from certain consequences. We do 
not venture cM upon Jesus; yet this is what we 
are called upon to do : and in spite of the winds and 
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the waves, in spite of our own weakness, in spite of 
what may be thought of us, to trust all to the Lord ; 
then if we were entirely taken up with Christ, we 
should not sink under any diflSculties. When at a 
later period Peter denied Jesus, again we find him 
thinking most of what was going on around him ; he 
saw matters were going hard ^th him, and instead 
of fixing his mind* on Christ, he looked at the sur- 
rounding circumstances, and failed. Do we not often 
resemble Peter in this way ? 

II. The hand of Jesus can alone save. 

There is something very precious in this verse (31.) 
Let us look at each expression. 

(L) Immediately. 

Though our eyes wander from Christ, He never 
withdraws His eye firom us. He marks our failure, 
He sees our weakness, and were He not Love, He 
would turn away many a time, perhaps give us up 
altogether. The cry of distress of any one of His 
people moves His heart, and he instantly comes to 
.the relief. He does not want anything in us but a 
sense of our need. " Before they cry I will answer 
them." His purpose of mercy is towards us, but He 
will have us cry, " Lord, save me." 

(ii.) Jesus stretched forth His hand and caught 
him. 

He would not let him sink, which would have 
been the case if he had not thus been saved by the 
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Lord. And this is what has often happened to, the 
erring children of God. Failing through their own 
frailty, Jesus rescues. I think some of us must 
know something of this wonderful love on His part. 
We get into difficulties through our unbelief, and we 
find that it is only Jesus that can save us ; and He 
does so by stretching forth His hand and catching 
us ; stopping us when going further from His pre- 
sence, and laying hold on us, lest w6 get away 
altogether. Again, we may see in Peter's denial 
another illustration. " The Lord turned and looked 
upon Peter." That look was as if Jesus again 
stretched out His hand and saved him, — saved him 
from sinking as Judas Iscariot sank. (Matt, xxvii. 
4, 5.) "My feet were almost gone, my steps had 
well-nigh slipped," says the Psalmist; but he was 
taught in the sanctuary, and there exclaims, '' Thou 
hast holden me by my right hand." Do not elude 
the grasp of Christ, if in His infinite kindness He 
takes hold of you ; but let yourself rest in His arms, 
even though He may upbraid you for want of faith. 

(iiL) He says, " Oh, thou of little faith ! wherefore 
didst thou doubt ? " 

This mild reproof has great comfort in it. We 
are taught by our failures, if Jesus takes us in hand ; 
and though it is humbling to our souls, yet it is very 
sweet to be dealt with in such a manner. There is 
a two-fold lesson in the words. Whilst Peter is 
upbraided for his little faith, the expostulation 
shows how none ov^hi ever to doubt Christ. A 



Digitized 



by Google 



184 Leaaona from Scripture. 

right appreciation of Christ's love and of His power 
will lead to strong faith. If Jesus were better known 
He would be more trusted. We doubt His love, 
because we have not all we want, or think we want. 
We doubt His power, because we are often leaning 
to ourselves, and so are not really looking for any 
exercise of it. Let our prayer be that we may know 
more of Christ; and in reading the Bible let us 
search for proofs of His love to others, and remember 
that " Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever." Then shall we boldly say, " The Lord is 
my helper." What He was to Peter, to Zaccheus, 
to Mary, to all who came to Him, that He will be to 
you and to me, if we have faith in Him. Would He 
not often say to each of us, "Oh, thou of little 
faith " ? And would He not add : ' Since you have 
heard so much of Me, and seen such proofs of My 
never-changing love and of My never-failing power, 
" wherefore didst thou doubt ? " * 
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BLIND BARTIMEUS. 

HABK X. 46— 6i. 

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalen). He hriew what 
was there to happen to Him, yet He shrunk not 
from it. What must have been His feelings as each 
day brought nearer the dreaded hour, each step was 
a closer approach to the place of His sufferings! 
There were great numbers of people with Him, but 
they were for the most part those who could not 
sympathize with Him. They knew not why He 
had ''steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem." 
It was only to the twelve our Lord had confided 
the sorrows that were hanging over Him (ver. 32), 
and they only partially believed, because they did 
not understand the saying. (Luke xviii. 34.) So 
that our Lord was alone in His feelings, and in His 
contemplation of the terrible future. How great 
was the love that carried Him through ! Surely our 
cold hearts ought to be warmed as we read of it, 
and as we say, ' It was all for me.' 

The story we have just read is full of interest, 
both in itself and in the lessons it teaches. A well- 
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known blind beggar, sitting by the roadside on that 
much frequented highway from Jericho to Jerusalem, 
hearing an unusual tramp of feet, and asking the 
reason, was told that Jesus of Nazareth was passing 
by. Loudly did he begin to cry for mercy, nor was 
his cry in vain. More clamorous still, though charged 
by many to hold his peace, his cry entered into the 
ears of the Lord Jesus, who stood still, and com- 
manded them to call the blind man. What passed 
between Jesus and the man, we have read : how the 
sightless eyes were opened, and how Bartimeus left 
the roadside for ever, to follow Jesus in the way. 
The lessons for us are deeply interesting. 

I. The condition of the man. 

Bartimeus was blind, he was poor, he was a 
beggar. Is not this an exact representation of the 
condition of every one who has not come to Christ ? 
Turn to Rev. iii. 17. We find the same expressions 
there used, but these words are prefixed: "Thou 
knowest not." So that many may be in this con- 
dition without knowing it, and therefore without 
seeking any remedy. Poverty and nakedness of soul 
are worse than the poverty of the body, and to be 
unconcerned about it is worse than all. What does 
it really mean? Just this, — ^that we are without 
Christ, and without the H(dy Spirit, and therefore 
without hope of heaven. The man who appeared at 
the wedding feast without the proper garment, had 
nothing to say for himself, and he was turned away. 
(Matt. xxii. 12, 13.) But if we know our state before 
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God, and feel ourselves to be poor, blind, naked, this 
is exactly how we are to come to Christ. Then He 
will clothe us, He will open our eyes, He will make 
us rich. Let our prayer often be, " Lord, make me 
to see what my real condition is in Thy sight : make 
me to know myself." 

II. When he heard of Jesus he prayed. 

We do not know whether or no this was the first 
time he had ever heard of Him. That he knew 
something about Him is evident from his calling 
Him the Son of David. But we may be sure that 
it was the first time he had ever had the opportunity 
of speaking to Him ; and he made use of the occa- 
sion. Such another might never come to him. 

Now I think we may learn this: when we do hear 
of Jesus, and have the offers of His great salvation, 
let us make use of the opportunity. It may never 
come again. Jesus Christ was passing by, and He 
spoke to the poor blind beggar. Does He ever pass 
by you and me ? Yes : He is passing by when His 
Gospel is preached, and when you hear it. Some- 
times He passes by in a time of trouble,^n a season 
of affliction ; then He speaks to us. And when we 
would fain ask, Why is all this sent to me ? Why do 
these vexations crowd upon me? perhaps the answer 
might be, ' In the midst is Jesus, and He will stop 
and speak with thee.' Be on the look out for some 
special message from HinL It will surely come. 
(Ps. xxvii. 8.) But let it not be that He passes by 
you, and you miss the blessing. If you are letting 
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your heaxt be too much engrossed with the worlds or 
even with religious things without Christ, He Him- 
self may pass by, and you may miss Him for ever. 

III. Obstacles increased his earnestness. 

Bartimeus was bent upon obtaining a blessing from 
Jesus. He had that faith which could overcome 
mountains of difficulty ; and though the people bid 
him stop his crying, he was all the more vehement. 

Every stumbling-block in our way may become a 
stepping-stone if we overcome it. Whilst "the 
slothful man says, There is a lion in the^way," the 
earnest believer will discern One by his side who will 
lead him past the danger, and he will have gained a 
victory. And truly, if any one begins to cry to 
Jesus for mercy, there are many who would try to 
stop that cry. The world would bid us cease, or tell 
us that there is no use in praying. The devil would 
put other ways of salvation before us, and bid us 
look anywhere rather than to Christ Our own 
hearts soon grow weary in prayer. But where there 
is real faith, as there was in Bartimeus, all these 
obstacles would be overcome in the realization of 
the value of the blessing to be obtained. 

IV. The call of Jesus. 

What a feeling of hope these words must have 
called up in the heart of Bartimeus ! He would say 
to himself, " He would not call me for nothing ; He 
surely means to do me some good." Whether he 
expected his sight, we cannot tell; but from the 
words of ver. 48 we may infer that he had great ex- 
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pectations. And this should be the state of mind 
in which we receive the call of Jesus. When we 
feel in our hearts that we have had a message from 
Jesus — a call to come to Him, — we must go expecting 
much, and we shall not be disappointed. Mark the 
conduct of the man : " Casting away his garment," 
lest his progress should be impeded, he rose from the 
roadside, and came at once to Jesus. 

Can we not learn a lesson from this? We are 
sorely hindered very often in coming to Christ, by 
something of the world or of -self. It must be cast 
away, thrown on one side. All is worthless when 
Jesus is speaking to us. The world and self sink 
into nothing when there is heavenly business to be 
transacted. The garments of worldliness, pride, and 
self-righteousness, do indeed impede our progress. 
Jesus Christ calls us to rise from our present position, 
to cast away all these, and to come jvM as we are — 
blind, helpless, and poor, — and to stand before Him. 
To each one here would I say, *' Jesus calleth theer 
He calleth thee to leave the world and self, and to 
come close to Him. Rise up, then, and stay not 
where you are. Jesus Christ is passing by. Perhaps 
He may never come your way again. Perhaps you 
may never hear His message again. Listen, then, to 
His voice, and with the Psalmist, say, " I wiU hear 
what the Lord God will say concerning me, for He 
will speak peace unto His people." (Ps. Ixxx. 8.) 

V. Close convebse. (Ver. 61.) 

Here was a man face to face with Jesus, but he 
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saw Him not, for as yet his eyes were not opened. 
He had not received the gift of hght from Him who 
is the Light, and all was dark, though he had heard 
the voice. But now is the question put, " What wilt 
thou that I should do unto Thee ? " And we have 
the prompt, earnest answer of the man, asking at 
once for all he wanted, sure of obtaining it : " Lord, 
that I may receive my sight." This was communion 
with Jesus, and every soul that is saved must have 
as real a communication with the Lord Jesus. 

Before, the man's prayer had been in general 
terms: he cried for mercy. Now it was special: 
he felt his need, and he expressed it. Perhaps 
some of us may have been in thq habit of praying in 
general terms, — ^asking for the forgiveness of sin and 
for mercy, without entering into particulars. We 
shall not get that real light which will disclose all 
the evil of our hearts to us, till we are brought very 
close to Christ, — ^till we have had real contact with 
Him. And this is what He calls us to : to speak £Etce 
to face with Him, and to tell Him what we want in 
detail; for He will surely say to us, " What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee ?" What shall we answer? 
What shall we ask for ? Shall it not be for m/yre light i 
Every one of us needs this. Those who know Christ 
want to know more of Him; those who know Him not 
want to see something of His loveliness and of His 
priceless value. The man knew of Christ, but He 
did not know Him personally. What is your con- 
dition? Do you know Him as your Friend, your 
Saviour ? or do you only know of Him ? The man's 
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request was at once granted, and sight was bestowed. 
The first object that those hitherto sightless eyes 
would rest upon was Jesfoa, We can fancy how he 
would look, and never forget the loving glance that 
must have been in that blessed face, and how in 
those words of kindness that were spoken to him, 
he would feel the happy assurance, that not only a 
temporal but a great spiritual gift had been imparted. 

VI. He followed Jesus in the way. 

There was a new life opened before him : he left 
the old life altogether. The road-side would see him 
no more, the plaintive cry for help would never be 
heard again. Bartimeus was amongst the number 
of those who followed the Lord, and who would 
henceforth be guided by Him in all things, temporal 
and spiritual. Let me bring this home to ourselves. 
K the Lord Jesus has opened our eyes, and if, in the 
light that He has given, we see Him and His sal- 
vation ; we shall leave the old life and follow Him 
altogether. " If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature ; old things have passed away." (2 Cor. v. 
17.) And just as the blind man would never wish 
to go back to the past life, so shall we only look 
back with regret to all the time that has been 
spent without light, without Christ. But what is 
it to follow Jesus, in the way ? Two thoughts are 
suggested to us. First, the way that He went was 
the way of life. It was not the way of the world : 
it was separate, distinct, and altogether contrary to 
it. It was a way of suffering, it is true, and those 
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who follow Jesus must be prepared to suffer ; they 
must count the cost, and be ready to give up all for 
Him. But it is a way of peace and of joy. " Sor- 
rowfiil, yet always rejoicing," is the testimony of one 
who walked in that way; and in the midst of conflicts, 
and of various kinds of troubles, the followers of 
Jesus will still rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory. (1 Peter i. 8.) 

Secondly, those who follow Jesus must walk as 
He walked, following His example very closely. 
(1 Peter ii. 21, 22.) Mark the words, " who did no 
sin" Let this be our aim. It is a high one, but if 
we do not aim high, we shall never get on at all 
The standard the Lord Jesus gives us is perfection 
(Matt. V. 48); and though we may, nay, rnvM say 
" This is itnpossible," yet we are to bear in mind that 
in Him we are perfect ; and as we by faith wear 
His righteousness, it will appear in our daily walk. 
His love. His holiness will be our's ; but when our 
faith is weak — when looking away from Him, we get 
cold and worldly, — ^then it is at once visible in our 
lives. We speak in the spirit of the world, not of 
Christ. We judge and act in the same spirit. We 
are not in fellowship with Him, we are not reflecting 
His light. 

Of all the children of Israel who left Egypt, only 
Caleb and Joshua entered the promised land. We 
read the reason in Num. xxxii. 11, 12. " Let us there- 
fore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering 
into His rest, any should seem to come short of it" 
(Heb. iv. 1.) 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

LUKE X. 26—88. 

The question put by the lawyer to the Lord Jesus 
Christ is one that it is doubtless often in the hearts 
of many to ask. But whilst some, like Pilate, ask a 
question, and wait not for the answer (John xviii. 
38), some would ask with a real desire to obtain one. 
Others, again, like the man before us, ask for the 
sake of drawing out a theological or controversial 
discussion : not with the genuine desire of learning 
the way of salvation. In whatever spirit however it 
is put, this question is one of infinite importance, 
and needs to be asked by every one, high or low, rich 
or poor : " What shall I do to inherit eternal life ? " 

Our Lord, who knew what was in the man, and 
what the desire of his heart was, turns him back to 
the law, in which he was well read : " What is written 
in the law ? how readest thou ? " He replied well, 
giving the substance of the law in the two great 
commandments. To which our Lord -says, "Thou 
hast answered right : this do, and thou shalt live." 

If it were possible that man could keep the law, 
O 
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verily we might have been saved by the law. " But 
that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
Gk)d, it is evident." (Gal. iii. 11.) And when we 
see our Lord's definition of the law, we must at once 
and for ever admit that we have not and cannot keep 
the law of love as explained by Him, and therefore 
come under the curse spoken of by St Paul in this 
third chapter of Galatians. 

The lawyer did not however like to look foolish, 
and " he, willing to justify himself" for having asked 
a question which the Lord proved to him that he 
already knew, "said unto Jesus, And who is my 
neighbour?" The answer of our Lord is in the 
beautiful parable we have read: a story lovely in 
itself and in its meaning, lovelier still in the deeper 
unfolding we may surely find of the love which 
passes all other love, — ^the love of the Man Christ 
Jesus. Let us look at the parable as showing us, — 

I. What true love is. 

In the story, a man is represented to us as jour- 
neying along that desolate bit of country between 
Jerusalem and Jericho, where the loneliness of the 
road and the caves and bushes near, afforded peculiar 
facilities for robbers to carry on their dark work. It 
was not unnatural therefore, that he fell among the 
thieves, "who stripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead." 
In this pitiable plight he lay. It seemed however 
as if help was near : a priest by chance on his jour- 
ney came that way. You would imagine that a 
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priest would be just the very person to help him : 
but no, not one step did he move out of his way. 
"When he saw him," he took no notice. He cared 
not whether a poor unfortunate man lay wounded 
there : it was no business of his. He had his own 
affairs to attend to: religious duties perhaps pressed. 
He passed by on the other side. 

But again steps approach. This time it is a 
Levite : one of the priestly tribe. Surely he will be 
moved by the sight of misery that is by the road- 
side. It looks like it : he comes and looks on him. 
Now will he help; now will he ascertain whether 
the man is dead, or only dying, and give the required 
assistance. One look sufficed : it was a mere look of 
curiosity. Satisfied that he could do no good without 
giving himself a great deal of trouble, he actually 
passed over to the other side of the road, and went on 
his own way, without one thought of pity or of love. 

A stranger now comes by, — ^a Samaritan, one of 
those with whom the Jews had no dealings (John 
iv. 9) ; and as he came up to the spot he saw what 
roused all his kindly and compassionate feelings : a 
man Ijring stripped, and wounded, and dying, and 
needing help in every way. " He went to him, 
bound up his wounds," etc. (Ver. 34, 35.) This was 
tnie love, a love that looked for no return ; that was, 
as all Christian love is : (i.) unselfish ; (ii.) tender ; 
(iii.) liberal. 

Let us look at these three points. True love is, — 

(i.) Unselfish. 
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The Samaritan was on his journey. It might be 
pressing, most probably it was ; but he did not stop 
to consider his own convenience. " Love seeketh not 
her own." (1 Cor. xiii. 5.) An opportunity of doing 
good lay before him, and his business must for the 
time be put on one side. So he gave up his time 
and his substance to the poor suffering stranger : the 
oil and the wine that he had provided for his own 
necessities he freely administered, and setting the 
man on his own beast, he brought him to an inn 
and took care of him, spending the night there, and 
paying for the accommodation of both. This was 
indeed unselfish love. How entirely self was for- 
gotten, or rather put at the disposal of another. 
Love like this does not spring out of the natural 
heart : it is a plant of heavenly birth, and must be 
continually nurtured by the grace of God. 

(ii.) Tender. 

With his own hands the good Samaritan bound 
up the wounds of the traveller, and would not leave 
him alone when he had done what many would have 
said was quite enough. He must watch over him 
for a while, and see that nothing more was needed ; 
and we may feel sure that acts so loving were 
accompanied by gentle words and soothing sympathy. 
How much is there in tenderness of manner ! One 
of the fruits of the Spirit is gentleness, and often- 
times it will touch and melt a heart that has been 
proof against harsh and perhaps justly severe treat- 
ment. " Charity," or love, " is kind." (1 Cor. xiii. 4.) 
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(iii.) Liberal. 

The bill at the inn was paid without a thought of 
re-payment, and a charge given to the innkeeper to 
*' take care of him ; " together with a promise of re- 
imbursement were any further expenses incurred. 
Liberality is not very often met with. Some are 
extravagant, and some lavish from habit, or from 
really having more money than they know what to 
do with. But self-denying generosity is very rare, 
and can only come from the highest motives; and 
when mingled with tenderness and unselfishness, is 
a lovely combination. 

Thus we see what true love is: love to one's 
neighbour such as God expects from us when He says, 
" Thou shalt love they neighbour as thyself." This also 
is the Lord's explanation of the word neighbour : the 
Samaritan, though a stranger, though at variance 
nationally, yet loved and acted the part of love, such 
as could only have been expected from one bound to 
another by the closest ties. Jesus said, " Go, and do 
thou likewise." 

But I want to trace with you in this lovely picture 
the features which we cannot fail to find of, — 

IL The love of Jesus. 

God is Love. Jesus is God, but also Man ; and 
in His life on earth we find a love to His Father 
and to His people so perfect, so infinite, that we can 
only say of it : ' It is Divine.* 

This parable shows us what love is. That love is 
only to be found without a flaw in Christ. No human 



Digitized 



by Google 



198 Lessons from Scripture, 

love ever came up to that standard ; but the love of 
Jesus did. And now let us turn again to the parable. 
Do we not see in the poor wounded traveller a fitting 
representation of the sinner? Naked, wounded, 
helpless, dying, stripped by Satan of all that could 
cover us or benefit us, left to die of the wounds his 
malice inflicted. "He was a murderer from the 
beginning." (John viii. 34.) 

The law did nothing for us, it only left us where 
we were before. The ceremonial law could not touch 
us. But One, whose name was Love, drew near; 
and "when He saw" us "He had compassion" on us. 
The good Samaritan represents Jesus, who, when He 
saw our hopeless, helpless, lost condition, took pity 
on us, and drew near to us, because we could not go 
to Him. As He is represented in the parables of 
the lost sheep and the lost piece of money : He went 
after the ^heep till He found it, and sought for the 
missing piece of silver till it was found. (Luke 
XV. 4, 8.) 

It is this lost condition that we are so slow to re- 
cognize. We want to find something good in ourselves. 
We expect it, too. But never till we have realized 
our true position before God, shall we realize the 
deep and wonderful love of Jesus to us. The wounds 
are the deadly wounds of sin. " They stink, and are 
corrupt " (Ps. xxxviii. 5) ; and " from the sole of the 
foot to the head, there is no soundness in us ; but 
wounds and bruises, and putrifying sores : they have 
not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified 
with ointment." (Isa. i. 6.) 
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This is the state in which Jesus finds us: and 
mark what He proceeds to do. In His own gentle, 
loving way. He binds up the wounds, and heals the 
sores. He who alone could do so, bids the sinner 
live ; for the oil and the wine represent the living 
properties of the balm that He applies. And then, 
because the sinner cannot walk, He tenderly bears 
him along, and will not leave him. " I will not leave 
thee," He says, " till I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of." (Gen. xxviii. 15.) 

Oh, how great is the teTvdemesa of Jesus ! The 
wounds must be so hideous in His sight, yet He 
comes to us and binds them up. And how wonderful 
the unselfishness of. His love ! No thought but of 
us was in His heart, as- He left the kingdom of heaven, 
and became as one of us, that He might heal those 
wounds. 

Look again at another part of the picture. Jesus 
pays our debt. All that we owe, Jesus has paid, 
liberally, amply, without hesitation. The wounded 
traveller was left at the inn at the Samaritan's ex- 
pense. We do not read whether he remained there 
long, — whether he would be there still when the 
friend who had been so good to him returned. "When 
I come again," he said : perhaps the man waited to 
see him and thank him, as he could not then do. 

Shall we seek one more gem in this cluster of 
precious stones ? Jesus is coming again. We have 
His word for it: "I will come again," He says, 
"and receive you unto myself." (John xiv. 3.) 
Till then we are only in an inn : not at home yet. 
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Travelling on ; but only pUgrims and* strangers here. 
This is not our resting-place. 

If a beloved friend had left us, and we were grieving 
over his departure, and thinking over all the parting 
words and wishes expressed by him, how would our 
hearts cling to such a word as this : * When I come 
again I will do so and so/ We should feel inclined to 
say it over and over to ourselves, the words ringing out 
a sweet melody in our hearts, * When I come again* 
And this is what Jesus Christ, our best Friend, has 
said ; and this is what His people are living for, wait- 
ing for. And if He has really bound up our wounds, 
healed us by washing us in His own blood, and given 
us life eternal ; when He comes again He will receive 
us to Himself, and take us to be for ever with Him. 

Meantime what are we doing? He has left us 
this legacy, "Love one another." (John xiii. 34.) 
By this we are to show our discipleship (ver. 35) ; 
and He has left us an example that we should do for 
one another what He has done for us, — acts of love 
and humility. (Ver. 15.) It is easy to love those 
who are kind and good to us; the diflSculty is to show 
the same to those who are not loving and kind to 
us. " God commendeth His love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." (Rom. 
V. 8.) Never till we know the greatness of that love, 
shall we love one another as we ought. No scant 
measure has been given us, yet how little do we 
bestow, and how much we think of that little! 
The undeserving are loved by Him. Jesus says to 
us, " Go and do thou likewise." 
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XXVII. 

MARTHA AND MARY. 

LUKE X. 88-42. 

Bethany was a Kttle village about two miles from 
Jerusalem. The family with whom our Lord was 
acquainted there, consisted of three members, — two 
sisters and a brother. We read in John xi. 5, "Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus." Happy, 
blessed family ! 

On this occasion He went to visit them, and in the 
details of their way of receiving Him, the diflferent 
characters of Martha and Mary are strongly brought 
out. Whilst the one sister was thinking of doing out- 
ward honour to her Guest, Mary was sitting at His 
feet, drinking in spiritual refreshment, and pouring 
out her heart to the Lord, whom she loved. Jesus 
b«Ld a word for each, and it is this word, so teaching 
and so loving, that I want to consider with you to-day. 

I. A GENTLE REPROOF. (Ver. 41.) 

Martha was a good, active, eager, bustling woman : 
not shirking her work, but only thinking it unfair 
that she should have no help. She was entertaining 
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a Friend whom she loved and valued, and she wished 
that due honour should be given Him. Her kindly 
hospitality would have covered the table with plenty : 
there should be many dishes, " much serving." And 
she thought, 'Why should I have all the trouble, 
whilst my more indolent sister sits in quiet ease 
doing nothing ? ' 

" Martha, Martha," says the Lord, " thou art careful 
and troubled about many things : but one thing is 
needful." This was His mild rebuke, and it is this 
word that is replete with instruction for others 
besides Martha. Especially does it speak to mothers 
of large families, to those who of necessity have 
" many things " to think of. The mother who has 
first her husband to attend to, then her children, 
their meals to provide, their clothes to mend, finds 
every moment of the day fully, and more than fully 
occupied. I have myself sometimes exclaimed, and 
I have heard others say, "The days are not half long 
enough for all that there is to be done." 

Would Jesus tell us we were wrong in all that we 
are doing ? Decidedly not. It is your business, it is 
mine, to attend to our husbands and our children, 
to make their homes bright and pleasant, and to 
provide so far as we can for their comfort and 
happiness. Read, in Prov. xxxi., the description of 
a virtuous woman. It is a busy life that is there 
. portrayed : " She looketh well to the ways of her 
household, and eateth not the bread of idleness." 
(Ver. 27.) Again, in Eccles. ix. 10, we read with 
what energy and earnestness we are to do all our 
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work here below. What, then, does our Saviour 
mean when He thus rebuked Martha ? I think we 
must answer this question by another of His own 
precepts : " Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness." (Matt. vi. 33.) 

Martha put the outward service first : the duties 
of her household aflfairs before seeking communion 
with Jesus. She put her work in the wrong place. 
How often do we the same thing! What lies at 
the root of this ? Surely it is a want of faith. We 
think, because we see the outward things, that they 
signify most, and so we put them first. The unseen, 
the eternal, we put aside, to be attended to after- 
wards, and sometimes that " afterwards " never comes. 
Are we not often tempted, in the hurry and bustle 
of the morning's work, to put off our prayers, our 
reading ? What would Jesus say to us if we were 
listening for His voice? He would surely tell us 
that in doing, and may be doing well, the work of 
the day, we were still erring, because we put it first, 
and not Himself; and He, our best Friend, our 
Master, is bid to wait awhile before we have a word 
with Him. 

" Careful and troubled about many things," when 
Jesus Himself was the Guest ! So it was with Martha ; 
so it is with many of us. The outside of religion we 
take trouble about ; but with Jesus Himself we are 
little occupied. We go to services, we attend meetings, 
we do much that appears zealous and praiseworthy ; 
but when it comes to real converse with our Saviour, 
we are wanting. This sounds hard; but is it not 
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true of many ? Judge yourselves, dear friends : is 
it so with you ? 

n. A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT. (Ver. 42.) 

Quiet, peaceful, loving Mary had got hold of deeper 
truth than had yet been learnt by Martha. She was 
occupied, not with the outward service, but with 
deep and holy converse with her Heavenly Friend : 
" She sat at His feet, and heard His word." There 
she was happy, she was satisfied ; and this real com- 
munion with Jesus gave to her character its weight, 
its depth, its value. 

" One thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her." 
When our Lord has declared, " but one thing needful," 
it behoves us to find out what that " one thing " is. 

It is not to be found here below: it is not the 
produce of earth. It is not wealth : that will impede 
rather than help us forward. (Mark x. 21, 22.) It 
is not morality ; for though that is worth much, it 
will not open the gate of heaven to us. What, then, 
is it? Turn to Phil. iii. 8, where we read these 
words : " I count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom 
I have suflFered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ!' 

The one thing needful is Christ Himself. You 
and I, as well as Martha and Mary, need Him, and 
we cannot do without Him. Nothing else signifies. 
We may be rich and increased with goods; but if 
we have not Christ, we are miserably poor. We 
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may be clever and learned ; but if we have not the 
knowledge of Christ, we are wretchedly ignorant. We 
may be strong and great in character ; but if we are 
wirtiout Christ, we are utterly powerless. We may 
be sharp-sighted as regards the things of this world 
and our own interests; but if we have not seen 
Christ we are blind. Yes, we are poor, ignorant, 
feeble, and blind, if we are without the " one thing." 

Is it not strange that so many are hoping to get 
to heaven, and yet are not seeking this " one thing 
needful ? " The value of it our Lord tells us, when 
He says Mary had chosen it, and that it should " not, 
be taken away from her," All else passes away ; but 
Christ is a never-failing Portion. We read in Matt, 
xiii. of one who, '' sieeking goodly pearls, when he had 
found one of great price, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it." We are invited to buy "with- 
out money and without price" (Is. Iv. 1); for we have 
nothing to give and Christ is of priceless value. We 
must however come with an emptied heart, other- 
wise we cannot rightly receive Him. We must 
be emptied of self, and of the world, that He may be 
supreme. 

This receiving of Christ into the heart is faith, and 
as we are told we "walk by faith," and "live by 
faith," so there must be a continual opening of our 
hearts that He may enter in and dwell there. It is 
not only one act of faith, but a life of faith, that is 
set before us. The Apostle prays for the Ephesians 
(chap. iii. 17), "that Christ might dwell in their 
hearts by faith." 



Digitized 



by Google 



206 LeaaonS'from Scripture. 

Let us now see where Mary had learnt her faith. 
Sitting at the feet of Jesus. 

It is there that we must leam ours too, and there 
alone. We must hear His word from HiTnself. Per- 
haps you say you lack time. In the stillness of the 
evening hour, when your children are in bed, can 
you not then seek communion with Jesus? None 
can do without it. And who can tell the inestimable 
value to the soul of time alone with Jesus ! Be it 
in the morning or in the evening, it signifies little ; 
but every day there must be converse with Him. 

And what shall we speak to Him about ? About 
everj^hing. We have, may be, an aching heart — ^for 
sin, for weakness, for failure some where or other. 
Oh, the comfort of telling it out to His sympathizing 
ear ! Then often we want counsel. We are perplexed 
and troubled : " He will guide you with His counsel : " 
comes sweetly to our thoughts. Or we want strength 
in a time of temptation, feeling our weakness. There 
is no such place as the feet of Jesus for sympathy, 
for rest, for counsel, for strength. And now let us 
just inquire why Mary was found there. It was 
because she loved Jesus, This love was a deep and 
living well-spring in her heart, and it influenced her 
whole life. It made her care little for outward 
things, the world had no charm for her, — all was 
brought into captivity unto the obedience of Christ. 
Her heart was at peace, her will was made one with 
that of her Heavenly Master ; and she had only one 
desire in life, and that was to be much with the 
Lord, and to hear His word. 
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What love have we to the same Lord and Master ? 

• _^^ 

All that He was to Mary, that He will be to you 
and to me if we will receive Him, If we have ever 
known any thing of His love, we must love Him ; if 
we have known the burden of sin, and been relieved 
by Him, we mus't love Him. But to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little ; and if we love but 
little, it is a sign we know but little of One so 
unspeakably precious to His people. 

In conclusion : these two sisters both loved Jesus ; 
but they showed their love in diflferent ways. The 
Lord tells us which was best : the one was occupied 
with things about Jesus ; the other with Jesus Him- 
self. Let us seek to know more about Him in our 
religious life. When we read the Bible, let it be 
that we listen for His voice ; when we pray, let us 
speak to Him and of Him, that "Christ" may be " all 
and in all; " and soon we shall learn the blessed truth, 
each for him or herself, — that only one thing is need- 
ful ; and we shall learn it from Jesus Himself Like 
the woman of Samaria, we shall say "Now we believe: 
for we have heard Him ourselves." (John iv. 42.) 
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XXVIII. 
THE MUSTAED SEED AND LEAVEN. 

LUKE XTTT. 18—22. 

One of our Lord's most frequent methods of teaching 
was in parables. It had been prophesied that He 
would " open His mouth in a parable, and utter dark 
sayings " (Ps. Ixxviii. 2) ; and in that wonderful chap- 
ter of parables (Matt, xiii.) our Lord quotes this verse 
from the prophecy, appljdng it to Himself. 

Some of the parables are indeed " dark sayings," 
and very hard to be imderstood ; some have the veil 
lifted by the Lord Himself, and we are allowed to 
see the hidden meaning. And these show us how 
. to set to work to find out the instruction contained 
in others. I think we must never go beyond what 
our Lord means us to learn in a parable. There is 
generally one lesson inculcated, and it has pleased 
Him sometimes to give us that moral either at the 
beginning or end of the stoiy, as for instance the 
Ten Virgins, and the Importunate Widow. (Matt 
XXV. 13. Luke xviii. 1.) 

But in the two parables we have just read, though 
the one is given us by three of the Evangelists, and 
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the other by two, we have no clue to the meaning 
beyond the opening words. (Ver. 18.) 

Let us therefore, as we should whenever we read 
the Scriptures, earnestly ask for the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, and by His light, endeavour to find out 
what our Lord would have us learn. The kingdom 
of God is here compared to two things : first, to a 
- seed sown, springing up and growing till it became a 
great tree; and, secondly, to leaven in meal, leavening 
the whole mass. We cannot fail to see these two sub- 
jects : the growth and influence of the Gospel. 

But let us first inquire what our Lord means by the 
expression, " Kingdom of God," used so frequently by 
Him. It simply means that state of things, or state 
of heart, which acknowledges Christ to be the King, 
If you are a subject of the Heavenly King, there is 
in you a state of heart which acknowledges Christ 
to be your King. When we pray, ."Thy kingdom 
come," we ask that this state of things may be 
advanced in the world and in our hearts, as well 
as in the great future. If the kingdom of God is 
amongst us and within us, there will be, — 

I. An upward growth. 

II. A HOLY INFLUENCE. 

I. We must look at this growth in two ways : — 
(i.) In the Church, 
(ii.) In the heart. 

(i.) The Church was of small beginning. The first 
streak of light was when John the Baptist came 
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"preaching in the wilderness, and saying. Repent 
ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." (Matt, 
iii. 1, 2.) Christ was bom then; but was not yet 
manifested. He was brought up at Nazareth (Luke 
iv. 16), a small and somewhat despised place. But 
the light increased. Christ appeared, was baptized 
by John, and pointed out by him as the " Lamb of 
God." Then He stood by Himself, but soon we read 
of the little company forming around Him : the 
germ of the future Church. Twelve men, mostly 
fishermen, all of that class of life, were His first and 
immediate followers. Then we read of seventy 
(Luke X. 1) appointed by the Lord, who were to 
convey the glad tidings of salvation from city to city, 
adding to their numbers as they went. At the time 
of our Lord's death there seem to have been about 
five hundred. (1 Cor. xv. 6.) In Acts ii, 41, we 
read of three thousand being added to them, and 
again (ver. 47) speaks of the number daily increasing, 
so that in chap. iv. 4 it says, " The number of the 
men was about five thousand." 

And now this little band must be separated, and 
go forth to spread the Word and enlarge the Church. 
Having begun at Jerusalem, as it was commanded 
them by their Lord, they were from that place to go 
and witness for Him " in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 
i. 8.) And still does the tree of the Gospel grow and 
spread, and still do the fowls lodge in the branches 
thereof We find the same figure employed in E^ek. 
xvii. 23. There we read of " a tender twig " planted 
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in Israel: it was to bring forth boughs, and bear 
fruit, and be a goodly cedar. " Under it shall dwell 
all fowl of every wing : in the shadow of the branches 
thereof shall they dwell." 

(ii.) In the heart. 

The beginning of the kingdom may be at first 
very smalL We see many instances of this in Scrip- 
ture, and we find it in our own experience. Zaccheus 
had but a desire to see Jesus, " who He was," (Luke 
xix. 3.) Nicodemus came by night, fearing the Jews. 
(John iii. 2.) Thomas says, "Lord, we know not 
whither Thou goest; and how can we know the 
way?" (John xiv. 5.) Yet with these, and with 
many others, the living seed being there, growth 
more or less rapid took place. The faint desire in 
the heart of Zaccheus led to his real conversion, 
and to his living a new life in Christ. The ray of 
light in the heart of Nicodemus increased to full 
sunshine. He was afterwards spoken of as " one of 
them," and he was not afraid boldly to speak for 
Christ. (John vii. 50, 51 ; and xix. 39.) Thomas, 
whose faith was of slower growth, was yet led ulti- 
mately to exclaim, " My Lord, and my (Jod," with an 
earnestness that leaves no doubt that the spark had 
grown into a steady flame. (John xx. 28.) 

Where the living seed of faith and love is, there 
TThUst be growth. We should take great alarm about 
a child if there were no development, no increase of 
strength or size. We should know for a certainty that 
disease must be lurking somewhere, and that it was. 
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most probably a fatal disease. We know in vege- 
table life too it is the same. If living, there must 
be growth in our plants : there must be " first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full com in the 
ear." (Mark iv. 28.) We do not see the movement, 
we know not how it occurs; but we know that it 
takes place. Just in the same way will the king- 
dom of God, if within us, be continually increasing. 
We shall be more believing, more submissive, more 
loving day by day, year by year. 

But let us see what it is that sustains this spiritual 
life within us : for the spiritual, as well as child life 
and vegetable life, have to be sustained. Whence 
their growth ? 

(i.) It is the Word of God that nourishes. And 
we know that however feeble the spark of life may 
be, that this is the right way of keeping it in. We 
read in 1 Pet. ii. 2, " As new-bom babes " (and when 
is life ever so feeble ?), " desire the sincere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow thereby !' Where there 
is disease, the appetite is small. So with the heart 
that is not right with God : there is no hunger for 
the Word. But still I would say to all, * Eead on, even 
if it is distasteful to you. Read regularly, read atten- 
tively, and, like a tonic medicine, it will give you 
both appetite and relish. Make a point of reading 
a few verses daily. You can, you must make time 
for that, or your poor soul will be starved.' Turn 
to Ps. i. 2, 3. Test that promise : you shall find it 
true. 
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(ii) Jesus Himself nourishes and sustains Kfe 
within us. Let us look at this subject in John vi. 
35. Our Lord there tells us He is "the Bread of 
Life," and He further tells us that we must feed upon 
Him in order that His life may be ours. (Ver, 50, 
57.) What that feeding on Him is He explains in 
ver. 56 : it is dwelling in Christ, and Christ in us. 
Just as food literally becomes a part of us, and as- 
similating with our blood nourishes the whole body, 
so does Christ received become a part of us, and 
keeps alive the whole of our inner man. We are 
not to be always children ; but we are to grow up 
into Christ, and that by the nourishment of His own 
word and grace. (Eph. iv. 7, 14, 15.) 

(iii.) The Holy Spirit within us causes fruitful- 
ness. (Gal. v. 22, 23.) As He is the origin of life 
within us, so must He keep in that life. "K we 
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the' Spirit." 
(Gal. V. 25.) Then the little stream will become a 
flowing river (John vii. 38) ; the spark will become 
a flame ; the seed will become a tree. 

But whilst we consider what promotes growth, we 
must also just refer to the hindrances that, alas, are 
too frequently to be found 1 

(l) Scanty food with children, little water with 
plants, are sure to produce stunted growth. And 
we find exactly the same thing with spiritual life. 
If means of grace are neglected, the inner man will 
not flourish. In the proportion that we feed the 
soul, will growth keep pace. Let us remember that 
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• 

the Lord calls His people "trees of righteousness," 
and that He comes and looks for fruit, that He may 
be glorified. (Is. Ixi. 3.) What will He find when 
He looks on this part of His vineyard ? Will He 
find us with spreading branches, laden with fruit, 
sheltering and feeding others ? 

(ii.) But a second hindrance is to be found in a 
spirit of worldliness. Nothing checks growth like 
this. The tone of the world is a chilling atmosphere 
for a heavenly plant We must make up our minds 
to be dead to the world. Our Lord says, " Ye cauTiot 
serve God and mammon " (Matt. vi. 24), and we shall 
suffer if we attempt a compromise. Men do not 
''gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thistles;" and 
the converse is true. If we are " rooted and groimded 
in Christ," the fruit wiU appear in our lives ; and 
we must be content that the world shall despise 
that fruit, and find neither sweetness nor beauty 
in it. 

(iii.) One more hindrance let us mention: self- 
indulgence. " If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die." 
(Rom. viii. 13.) The elements of decay are within 
us to the end of our lives ; and if we allow self to 
gain the upper hand, we shall find that instead of 
growing in grace, we shall be withering and getting 
impoverished. Self-denial is very hard, but very 
necessary. The faithful Husbandman wUl teach it 
us, pruning us if need be, " that we may bring forth 
more fruit ; " and restraining our wayward wills. He 
will by His training, force us to grow in the right 
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direction. Let us "judge ourselves, that we be not 
judged" of the Lord. (1 Cor. xi. 31.) 

II. A HOLY INFLUENCE.* 

But little time remains for the consideration of 
our second parable: "The leaven, hid in three 
measures of meal till the whole was leavened." 
There is a great similarity in this to the former 
parable. The Qospel is compared in each to a 
gradual development: a tiny seed growing to a 
gigantic tree ; a small quantity of leaven leavening 
a large mass of meal. But as the mustard seed 
spoke of growth and enlargement, so does the leaven 
speak of a holy influence, — first in the world, and 
then in our own hearts. 

Leaven is used, as we all know, in making bread, 

* " It has been questioned whether leaven mast not be 
taken in the sense in which it so often occurs in Scripture, 
as symbolic of poUnition and eorruption. Some few have 
taken it thus, and explained the parable of the progress of 
corruption <md deterioration in the outward visible Church. 
But then how is it said that the kingdom of hea/oen is Uke 
this leaven? For the construction is not the same as in 
ver. 24, where the similitude is to the whole towrse of things 
related, but answers to ' a grain of mustard seed, which a 
man took,* etc. ; so * leoAsen, which a woman took,* etc. 
Again, if the progress of the kingdom of heaven be towards 
corruption, till the whole is corrupted, surely there is an end 
of all the blessings and healing influence of the Gospel on 
the world. It will be seen that such an interpretation can- 
not for a moment stand on its own ground ; but much less 
when we connect it with the parable preceding." — (Extract 
from Dean Alford on Matt, xiii) 
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First the desire of the soul is toward God (Is. 
xxvi. 8); then there will be the receiving of the 
Word, and by degrees the complete subjection of 
the will, " bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ." (2 Cor. x. 5.) The work 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart is never stagnant ; 
there is " grace for grace " (John i. 16) : i.e., continual 
accessions of grace, fresh views of Christ, increased 
love to Him. " The path of the just is as a shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." (Prov. iv. 18.) Let us not hinder that light 
by allowing anything of this world to take up too 
much of our thoughts and aflfections. Our Lord 
says, " Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." (Matt. v. 16.) 

Grace within must show results without ; and so 
if we are children of the kingdom, we shall have 
a real influence upon others. Our speech will be 
"alway with grace seasoned with salt" (Col. iv. 6); 
our tone will be heavenly ; our " conversation such 
as it becometh the Gospel of Christ." (Phil. i. 27.) 
Thus shall we draw others to see the "beauty of 
holiness," and we shall win them to Christ. The 
'* whole" heart must be leavened with grace. Do 
you feel as if much corruption were still within you ? 
The old nature often showing itself, so that you are 
inclined to say sometimes that you doubt if there be 
any grace at all within you ? 

It will be always like that till you have given 
yourself, just as you are, to Christ. In your 
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utter weakness, cry unto Him, " Do it for me. Lord/' 
till you see that He has done it, and that you 
have only to keep accepting His finished work as 
yours, "He which hath begun a good work in 
you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 
(PhiL I 6.) 
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XXIX. 

ZACCHEUS. 

LT7EE XIX. 1—11. 

These few verses contain all that is known of the 
history of Zaccheus, and yet how full they are of 
interest and instruction ! Zaccheus was a rich man, 
chief among the publicans, or tax gatherers. That 
he did not bear a high character we see from ver. 7. 
Probably his riches had not always been quite 
honourably accumulated, for these tax collectors had 
many opportunities of gaining money dishonestly. 

Thus much we are told of his outward life. Every 
one has their outward and their inner life. Man 
sees our circumstances and our way of life, and 
judges accordingly : God alone sees the heart. It is 
from the inner life of Zaccheus that we are to draw 
our lessons to-day. Let us trace it from the begin- 
ning. The first thing we read is : — 

I. He sought to see Jesus. (Ver. 3.) 

We are not told what this desire sprang from ; but 
it is likely that he had heard a great deal about 
Jesus. A wonderful miracle had just been per- 
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formed : Bartimeus, who was a well-known blind 
beggar, had received his sight from the hands of the 
Lord ; and the news of this had doubtless spread to 
Jericho, where Zaccheus was. Crowds were following 
Him, and it was not unnatural that Zaccheus should 
have a desire " to see Jesus, who He was." 

We know that any desire after Christ must come 
from Himself, — from the teaching of His own blessed 
Spirit. It would not spring from the natural heart : 
that would turn away from Christ. That^rs^ thought 
of Jesus in the heart of Zaccheus was put there by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Dear friends, have you any desire to see Jesus ? 
You have heard of Him ; you know what He has 
done for others, what He will do for you. Does this 
make you think of Him and long to know Him ? If 
so, ask the Holy Spirit to show Him to you. It is 
His work (John xvi. 14), and He delights in it. 
Grieve Him not by putting away the wish, by 
drowning the thought ; but dwell upon the desire till 
it leads you to take every opportunity of hearing of 
Him and praying to Him. " Every one that hath, to 
Him shall be given ; " and if you make use of your 
time and opportunities, they shall be increased unto 
you. This was the case with Zaccheus, for the next 
point in his history that we come to is this : — 

II. He overcame all obstacles, and received 

MORE THAN HE EXPECTED. (Ver. 4, 5.) 

It was not easy to Zaccheus to obtain His object. 
He was little of stature (i.e., very short), and the 
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crowd was very great. But his desire was not 
baffled, because it was a real one ; therefore he 
overcomes the difficulty, having recourse to an ex- 
pedient which might have brought upon himself 
some ridicule ; but he did not care what was thought 
of him, so long as he obtained his wish. So he ran 
on before the crowd, and climbing up into a tree, 
there awaited the approach of the Lord Jesus. 
Nature was against him : he had to overcome 
nat'jre. Had his desire been less strong he would 
have turned back, given it up, and thought he could 
not succeed. How often are we inclined to say, 
'Were my circumstances diflferent, I would think 
more about Jesus.' We think, ' If I had more time, 
fewer cares and anxieties, less necessary business, 
then would I do great things: I would read and 
pray and meditate, and give myself wholly to a re- 
ligious life.' Let me remind you of this truth : we 
are each of us placed in those circumstances in which 
we can best serve God. Our position in life, our 
home, our circumstances, are not a chance arrange- 
ment ; but so planned by our Heavenly Father that 
we may in that position and home, and under those 
circumstances, serve and please Him. No situation 
in life is without its difficulties. If we have time, 
often we want the heart ; if we have no cares, we 
are perhaps too much engrossed with pleasures or 
with earthly things. We must make up our mind to 
meet with difficulties, and to overcome them. 

The next thing we read is, the joy that filled the 
heart of Zaccheus when Jesus spoke to him. 
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III. He received Him joyfully. (Ver. 6.) 

The entrance of the love of Christ in the heart is 
like the sun bursting forth in its glory, after a night 
of darkness. Life, light, peace, and joy, follow one 
another with rapid steps. Zaccheus was a happy 
man, because Christ was in his heart and home. 
Jesus was his guest. " To-day I must abide at thy 
house." 

Many think religion dull and gloomy. A religion 
without Christ is indeed dull to the very greatest 
degree: But when we know something of what it is 
to abide in Christ, and to have Christ abiding in us, 
the aspect of life and of our religion is altogether 
changed. We have found a Friend; One who has 
long loved us, and whose love can never fail ; One 
who, having redeemed us and made us His own, 
takes upon Himself all our sins, all our cares, all our 
interests. Having freed us from guilt. He sets before 
us life eternal, and tells us that in Him we may have 
peace, and joy, and acceptance with God. If Christ 
be thus the centre of all things to us, and we have, 
as Zaccheus had, a personal acquaintance with Him, 
ought we not to be joyful ? 

Let us observe — 

IV. The COMPLETE CHANGE IN Zaccheus. (Ver. 8.) 

There were immediate eflfects in his conduct. He 
gives to the poor; he restores four times as much 
as he had taken by false accusation. This is a very 
important point in the history of Zaccheus. Love 
to Jesus is not a mere sentiment, — an emotion that 
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will ebb and flow according to the circumstances we 
are in. It is a real, living principle ; a constraining 
motive : and if it is in our hearts, it will be the 
spring of all our actions. It will lead us to give up 
all to Him, and to live only for Him. If our love to 
the Lord never makes us do anything for Him, we 
must doubt the reality of that love, and question its 
vitality. I would urge this point, because sometimes 
people think and say they love the Lord, and yet it 
has never led to a changed life, or to any giving up 
of self for His sake. Look within and examine 
yourselves, and let not your interest in Christ be 
lifeless and powerless, as in the case of that young 
man who " went away grieved," because he could not 
resolve to give up all to follow the Lord : he did not 
lave Him sufficiently. (Mark x. 22.) 

These four points that we have looked into show 
us what passed in the heart of Zaccheus : and the 
question comes strongly to our minds, ' Has anything 
similar ever passed in our own ? ' Let us now look 
into what the Lord did and said to Zaccheus ; for it 
is His love that must draw us, His work that must 
be done within us. 

First, let us observe: "When Jesus came to the 
place. He looked up, and saw him." (Ver. 6.) 

(i.) Jesus knows all about us. He looked up, 
because .he knew Zaccheus was there. He marked 
the desire, and He knew that the man had made an 
effort to see Him. This is a thought full of comfort. 
The feeblest spark of faith is recognised by Jesus ; 
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the faintest desire does not escape His notice.; the 
smallest eflfort is appreciated by Him. Jesus sees it 
all. Further, Jesus knows all the past, and does not 
reject us on account of it He knew Zaccheus had 
been a dishonest man, and a covetous man, getting 
wealth unfairly, and thinking more of it than of any 
thing else. Yet He looked up, and saw him, and 
spoke to him ; because He " had a favour " xmto him. 
Does your past life make you afraid of the holy eye 
of Jesus ? Would you shrink from His gaze ? I 
think it must be so with us all. But while we were 
yet sinners, Christ loved us and died for us; and 
through His blood we may be made whiter than 
snow. There is also in this thought a word of warn- 
ing. Jesus sees if we still love sin in any way. He 
knows it, and takes account of it. Oh ! let our cry be, 
" Search me, God, and know my heart ; try me, 
and know my thoughts ; and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting." (Psahn cxxxix. 23, 24.) 

(ii.) Jesus did more for Zaccheus than he expected. 
We have all of us, at best, very limited expectations 
from the Lord Jesus. I daresay Zaccheus only thought 
he should get a sight of this wonderful Man, of whom 
he had heard so much ; and if he did indulge a hope 
that he should get a good view — ^that perhaps the 
look might be turned his way, we may be sure that 
that was as much as was in his thoughts to expect. 
How great must have been his delight when the 
Lord, in a marked way, stopped, addressed him, and 
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bade him receive Him at his house! But we can 
never expect too much from Jesus. His ways are so 
diflferent from our small, niggardly expectations. He 
says, " Open thy mouth wide, and I will^i it." We 
oftener go with our mouths closed altogether. We 
read again, " My God shall supply all your need, 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 
(PhiL iv. 19.) This was said by one who knew in 
Whom he believed. Our small expectations come 
from a want of knowledge of this blessed Saviour. 
We judge Him by ourselves, and measure His love 
by our own. Will you come to Him, and ask much 
from Him, and see for yourselves whether or no He 
will disappoint you ? I think you will find if you 
" ask for water He gives you milk " (Judges v. 25) ; 
if you ask a little He gives you much. Only hold 
out an empty hand and He will fill it, and say to 
you, as Boaz said to Ruth, " Go not empty away ! " 
(Ruthiii. 17.) 

(iii.) Jesus called Zaccheus by name. Very pre- 
cious is the thought that " He calleth His own sheep 
by name." (John x. 3.) It seems to give us an idea 
of our individuality before Christ : we are not only a 
flock known and beloved by the Shepherd, but each 
one is specially known and specially beloved. We 
read in Isaiah xlv. 4 : " I have even called thee by 
name ; I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not 
known Me:" and again, in Rev. ii. 17, we find a 
promise of " a new name written in the white stone," 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

Q 
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How very blessed must those words have sounded in 
the ears of Zaccheus when the Lord, calling him by 
name, bade him come down and receive Him at his 
own house ! Would we listen, perhaps we might hear 
something of the same kind. Jesus stands at the 
door of our hearts and knocks for admittance. And 
He has, perhaps, called you by name, and asked you 
to let Him in ; and you have been too much occupied 
to attend to Him, or to listen when He speaks. This 
night, when you read your Bible, listen for the voice 
of Jesus ; and let this thought be in your heart : " I 
will hear what God the Lord will speak : for He will 
speak peace unto His people, and to His saints." 
(Psalm Ixxxv. 8.) 

(iv.) Lastly, let us see in verse 10, that the mercy 
shown to Zaccheus is offered to all. Jesus seeks and 
saves the lost. Zaccheus would never have thought 
of coming to Christ, if He had not sought him out. 
Neither should we. Wanderers by nature, we should 
only go further and further from the fold, if the 
tender mercy of our Lord did not follow us, and stop 
our wayward and wilful career. "We love Him, 
because He first loved us," so wrote the Apostle John ; 
and these words find an echo in the heart of every 
child of God. Turn to Ezekiel xxxiv. 16, and see 
there the picture so touchingly drawn of the loving 
Shepherd. "I will seek that which was lost, and 
bring again that which was driven away, and will 
bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen 
that which was sick." Mark all these expressions : 
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can you not find one that will suit you ? If so, the 
Shepherd will do for you what you need : what He 
says here He will do. Go to Him, and say, ' Jesus, 
I am lost ! wilt Thou find me, and save me ? I have 
been driven away : wilt Thou take me in hand, and 
bring me again to Thy side ? I am broken-hearted : 
wilt Thou bind me up ? I am sick : wilt Thou heal 
me, and strengthen me ? ' Plead His own words, and 
put yourself in the position which is indeed true of 
every one of us, and is here described by Him ; and 
you will know the blessedness of being found and 
owned and loved by the good Shepherd. ' I was lost, 
and He found me : I was perishing, and He saved 
me : * will be our song here and through eternity. 
Our everlasting tribute of praise will be " to Him that 
loved us, and washed us firom our sins in His own 
blood." (Rev. i. 5.) 
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XXX. 

THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 

JOHN V. 1-17. 

The pool of Bethesda must have been a sad and 

sorrowful sight. I have been into the wards of a 

hospital (perhaps some of you have been there as 

sufferers); and I have come away with an aching 

heart, as I thought of every bed containing a aufferer 

— young and old : all there ill, in some way or other. 

And so it was here. Around this mystic pool were 

collected in the five porches " a great multitude of 

impotent folk." (Ver. 3.) They were all there waiting 

for what might be called the chance of a cure ; " for 

an angel went down at a certain season, and troubled 

the water : whosoever then first, after the troubling 

;he water, stepped in, was made whole of what- 

irer disease he had." (Ver. 4.) 

Ve only read of one particular case, one out of all 

t large number, to whom our Lord spoke. But 

details are very interesting. Let us look closely 

) them. 

?he poor man had had an infirmity thirty-eight 
rs. What a length of time ! nearly forty years, 
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and the best part of his life too. Think also of the 
series of disappointments he had gone through. As 
he himself describes it in ver. 7, " I have no man to 
put me into the pool : but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me." How he must 
have watched and wearied ! Yet every one of those 
disappointments was known to God, and permitted 
by Him. There was no chance in the matter. 

It says in ver. 6, " When Jesus saw him, and knew 
that he had been a long time in that case." Jesus 
knows all about us — our means, our wants, our cir- 
cumstances. What a wonderful comfort this would 
be to us if we realized it, and still more if we could 
continually bear in mind that not only all is known, 
but all is arranged for us. It is not chance that 
your child is sick, that your purse is empty, that 
you are vexed and worried. Jesus knows all about 
your trouble, and knows perhaps about you : — that 
. you have been a long time fn that case. None need 
say, " My way is hid from the Lord." (Isai. xl. 27.) 

Then came the question, "Wilt thou be made 
whole ? " Who could doubt it ? Yet it was asked ; 
and it led to the man's confession of his utter help- 
lessness and inability to get a cure. (Ver. 7.) He did 
not know Who was speaking to him ; but he felt the 
power of a love and tenderness never before shown 
him, and great must have been his surprise when to 
that was added the command : " Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk." And he, who had in his incapability 
of moving, lain upon that bed for so many years, now 
carries his bed and walks away. 
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It was the Sabbath day ; and the Jews, ever ready 
to quarrel with all that was done by the Lord Jesus, 
ever on the watch to find a fault in that faultless 
One, now come to the man and peremptorily desire 
hitn not to carry his bed, as it was a breach of the 
Sabbath. When the man replied that he was only 
acting in obedience to the command of Him by whom 
he had been cured, they asked, with little reverence 
in their tone, " What man is that which said unto 
thee. Take up thy bed and walk ? " 

The moment a man begins to act in obedience to 
Jesus, to serve a new Master, he brings down upon 
himself some trouble — a laugh, a jeer, a reproof, or 
a coldness : is it not so ? 

But Jesus did not lose sight of him : He met with 
the man again ; and I want you to mark where. He 
found him m the temple, whither in his new-found 
strength he had gone to give thanks to God for so 
great a gift. Do you, dear friends, go to the house 
of worship ? Some of you, I know, go regularly ; 
but some are not in the habit of going. Will you 
let Jesus meet you there on the next Sabbath day ? 
When the Lord comes with a word of blessing, will 
not you be there to receive it ? 

Mark what His words were to the man : " Sin no 
more." Pardoned and made acquainted for the first 
time in his life with Jesus, — ^made whole in body and 
soul, this is the word of warning, " Sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto thee." Thirty-eight years 
was a long while, and must have been hard to bear : 
but what in comparison with eternity t 
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Now let us look for our lessons from this beautiful 
narrative. 

I. We are in a sin-sick world. 

As the Lord looks down from heaven on the 
children of men, what must He see but a great 
multitude of impotent folk, — of blind, of halt, of 
withered ? 

" Impotent folk : " utterly powerless and helpless, 
seeing possibly that there is good to be obtained; 
but without the power of receiving it, without the 
faith that should grasp the proffered mercy. 

"Blind:" living in darkness, the eyes closed to 
the truth, the god of this world having blinded 
them, that they should not believe the glorious 
Gospel of Christ. (2 Cor. iv. 4.) 

"Halt:" stumbling at the Word, being disobe- 
dient. (1 Pet. ii. 8.) 

" Withered : " " Barren and unfruitful in the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ." (2 Pet. i. 8.) 

Is not this an exact description of the state of men's 
hearts before God ? Perhaps, like the Laodiceans, 
we know it not. (Rev. iii. 17.) And if we are still 
ignorant of our real spiritual condition before God, 
hoio great is our danger ! If we have never felt that 
our souls need healing, and consequently have never 
been to the great Physician of souls, — is there, I ask 
you, a shadow of a hope that we shall be accepted 
when we stand before the judgment-seat of Christ ; 
when we knock for admittance into that land where 
"the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick;" for all 
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who '' dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." 
(Isai. xxxiii. 24.) 

11. The question. 

"Wilt thou be made whole?" This question is 
put to every one who hears the GospeL It is asked 
by the Lord Jesus. Seeing our lost and helpless 
condition, our utter inability to save ourselves, the 
word comes to us : ' Do you wish to be saved ? ' 
What does it imply ? More than we can put in a 
few words. Eternity hangs upon our reply: an 
eternity of weal or woe. Yet how many heed not 
the question, how many hesitate about their answer ! 
Some say, 'Yes: but not now;' whilst others vir- 
tually say, ' No,' for they continue in sin. 

What is offered in this question ? A perfect cure, 
and an immediate cure. The Lord would not have 
asked the man unless He had intended something 
by it. But the poor invalid only thought of the 
healing virtues of the pool, and answered accordingly. 
So we sometimes are slow to perceive the wonderful 
meaning of the words of Jesus. 'Too good to be 
true,' the man would have thought ; but Jesus never 
yet disappointed any one who really trusted Him. 
And He does offer to you and to me a perfect and 
an immediate cure if we will go to Him. I fear He 
would say to many, ' Ye will not come to Me that 
ye might have life.' 

Being made whole implies two things : (i.) perfect 
forgiveness ; and (ii.) a new nature. 

(i.) Forgiveness fuU and free for all the past : all 
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the sins of youth and of riper years; all the things we 
are ashamed to look back upon, which yet are scored 
against us ; all the impurity which may be at this 
present time cleaving to us. If Jesus draws us to 
Himself, and washes us in His own blood, all — all is 
forgiven. Listen to Him, then, as He says to you 
to-day, " Wilt thou be made whole ? " 

But perhaps there is in your heart an unwil- 
lingness, a lingering love of sin and the world with 
its so-called pleasure ; and there is the unseen but 
powerful Evil One drawing you away from Jesus, 
and drowning His voice by his own wicked sugges- 
tions. Oh, disentangle yourself from all that would 
keep you back from Christ ! Eternity is at stake. 

(ii.) A new nature is oflfered. New thoughts, 
affections, and desires will spring out of that new 
nature. If any be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
(2 Cor. V. 17.) When you have tasted heavenly 
pleasures, you will wonder how you could have cared 
for the world and the things of the world. They 
will seem to you so ipsitrj, so hollow, so unmeaning 
in comparison with what Jesus gives you. And 
when you know what His love is, you will never 
be satisfied with earthly love again. But we must 
not tarry longer over this blessed subject : it is 
indeed inexhaustible. Only let me press upon you 
the importance of this question that is now before us ; 
and do not wait on in the crowd of impotent folk for 
a chance of a cure, when your tenderly loving Saviour 
draws near to you and says, " Wilt thou 1 " 
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III. The knowledge of Jesus. 

The man went to the temple to worship ; but he 
knew not Christ. There may be much religion in 
the heart, and yet no real acquaintance with Jesus ; 
there may be much attendance on the means of 
grace, and yet Christ may neither be sought nor 
found in them. It is not till there has been a 
distinct revelation of Christ to our souls by the 
Holy Spirit that we know Him. We need to know 
Jesus as our Saviour, our Physician, our personal 
Friend. What is He to you ? 

The man went to the temple, and was there found 
by Jesus ; and that communication passed between 
them on which hung an eternal issue. It is personal 
and direct communication that we need : and what 
will Jesus say to us ? He ^yill tell us, as He told 
the healed man, " Behold thou art made whole : sin 
no raore^ ' Thou art cured by MY wounds, thou art 
healed by my stripes, thou art forgiven all the past: 
sin no more.' 

Is not this just what we need from Him ? And 
He will be as good as His word ; be you very sure of 
this. Go to Him, nothing doubting, and you will 
receive all that you want. Go, emptied of self, of 
pride, of worldliness, and you shall be filled with all 
** righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost" 

IV. He told them it was Jesus. 

After the wondrous revelation made to him, the 
man departed and sought those Jews who had asked 
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about his cure. He wanted to tell them that " that 
Man " of whom they had spoken so contemptuously 
was Jesus, the Saviour of sinners. It was a know- 
ledge he could not keep to himself. He did not fear 
their laughter or their scorn. He thought doubtless 
that if they knew Him they must love Him too. 
That this was not the case the rest of the chapter 
shows. 

But the man was right. He became a witness for 
Christ at once, a witness to the truth. He told the 
Jews that it was Jesus that had made him whole. 
This is exactly what every forgiven child of God 
should do : seek to make known to others the glorious 
salvation that has been revealed to his own heart. If 
we know about Jesus ourselves, should we not tell 
others of Him, teU them of His love and of His 
power? Should we not tell them that we were 
once far from Him, but He came and sought us out 
and healed us, and set us free from the bonds of sin 
and misery? Should we not say to them, *I was 
sick, and Jesus has cured me : come to Hi/in, and He 
will cure you ! ' 

But we are very backward about confessing Christ, 
for two reasons : first, because we do not love Him 
enough, or sufficiently value His work for us ; and, 
secondly, we are afraid of what others will say. 
" The fear of man bringeth a snare." (Prov. xxix. 
25.) And we fall into the snare when we allow the 
fear of the opinion of others to keep us back from 
speaking of Jesus. " The righteous is bold as a lion." 
And if we have really been healed and freed from 
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sin, we shall be constrained by the love we bear to 
our Saviour, and the importance that we attach to 
the souls of men, to speak boldly, and not be 
ashamed. 

We only read of one visit of the Lord Jesus to 
the pool of Bethesda ; we only read of one case that 
He dealt with. This case was that of a man who 
was utterly helpless, and confessed it ; and who had 
also been many years in that case. The tender 
mercy that led Him to seek out and to heal that 
weak one, is the same in its depth and in its power 
even now. The word of love is for the weak and 
helpless, and for the sinner of long standing at this 
present time. It is the sick who need a physician : 
not the whole. (Matt. ix. 12.) Will you listen to 
the voice which bids you in your helpless condition 
" rise and walk " in newness of life ? Will you be- 
lieve that the question comes to you to-day in all 
its fulness of love and power : " Wilt thou be made 
whole?" 
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THE LORD 
WASHING HIS DISCIPLES' FEET. 

JOHN xnr. 1—18, 

There is something inexpressibly touching in this 
record of the last evening of our Saviour's life and 
ministry. The weight of sorrow that pressed upon 
His heart, the tenderness with which He talked, are 
deeply moving, and very precious to His people. 
"Knowing that His hour was come," — the hour of 
suffering which was to surpass all that had ever 
been known or endured ; the hour which must ever 
have been as a dark horizon before Him, a heavy 
cloud overshadowing Him, — this hour was now fast 
approaching. But instead of all His care and 
thought being centred on Himself, He more than 
ever showed His love and care for those He was 
about to leave. "Having loved. He loved to the 
end." This, then, is the first point we will look at. 

I. The love op Christ. 

"It is everlasting." (Jer. xxxi. 3.) "It passeth 
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knowledge." (Eph. iii. 19.) It is far beyond any 
powers of description : none can know it but those 
who have experienced it. It is compared to the 
love of a husband in Eph. v. ; but it is greater than 
that. It is compared to the love of a parent in IsaL 
xlix. ; but it is even stronger than that, for the love 
of a husband and the love of a parent both pass 
away: the love of God abideth ever. And the 
strength of Divine love lies in this : it is for no good 
thing in ourselves that we are thus loved. 

Loathsome, vile, treacherous too as we are, Jesus 
having loved, loves to the end. This is indeed 
a something we can rest upon when all else fails : 
this love will still be sure. "The mountains shall 
depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kindness 
shall not depart from thee, saith the Lord." (Isai. 
liv. 10.) Did the love of Jesus vary with our 
feelings ; did He bestow it according to our notions, 
or according to our merits, we should be in a poor 
way indeed; but it is, as the sun in the heavens, 
immoveable and gloriously bright. We may obscure 
the light by clouds of doubt and unbelief, we may 
close the doors of our hearts against its entrance, 
and complain of darkness and cold ; but the light of 
His love shineth ever, and is for all who will receive it. 

II. The act op Jesus on this last night. 

It was the act of a servant. In those eastern 
countries, where sandals were worn instead of boots, 
the feet got very dusty, and needed frequent wash- 
ings. When a feast was given and the guests 
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arrived, water was provided, and often a servant 
attended to wash their feet. (Luke vii. 44.) The 
disciples were astonished at this act of our Lord's, 
and Peter said, " Lord, dost Thou wash my feet ? " 
(Vqr. 6.) But in so doing our blessed Saviour gave 
us an example of humility as well as love, which He 
bids us follow. (Ver. 14, 15.) "The Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister." 
(Mark x. 45.) " I am among you as he that serveth." 
(Luke xxii. 27.) And it is this lowly position of 
servant that the followers of Jesus must be content 
to take. 

We are not literally to wash the feet of the 
beggars, as the Pope does once in a year ; but in the 
spirit of love we are to minister to one another's wants, 
we are to perform all offices of love, and shrink not 
even from menial acts, if by so doing we can benefit 
others. But though we may be viery willing to 
take a lowly view of ourselves, though we may do 
many humble acts, it is a very hard thing to be 
content that others should take this view of us. The 
only way to attain to real humility is to study the 
character of our Lord. When we see what He was on 
earth, and what He gave up (ver. 1) to become that, 
then we learn how great His humility. (Phil. ii. 7.) 

Again, when we compare our lives with His, when 
we look at His spotless holiness and love, but a 
glance at ourselves will reveal our terrible defi- 
ciencies. Should not this make us really humble ? 
And if humble in God's sight, we shall not mind 
what others may think of us. " The servant is not 
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above his master ; " and if Jesus was looked down 
upon, we shall be content to be despised ourselves, 
and misunderstood even as He was. But there was 
in this washing a deep spiritual meaning. May 
Qod's own Spirit teach us how to lay it to heart ! 

III. It was typical of the spiritual washing. 

"What I do, thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt know hereafter." Now they were not able to 
enter into the full value and meaning of the act; 
but when their dear Lord and Master had left them, 
they would think of it all again, and they would see 
that this washing was typical of the washing away of 
sin needed by all who are saved. And may we not 
apply these words to many of the ways of God 
towards His afflicted ones ? They seem so dark and 
mysterious, we cannot understand the why and the 
wherefore. Only let us trust Him who doeth all 
things well; we shall know hereafter that there 
was a reason and a meaning in it all. He knows 
what we do not, — the afterward of everything ; and 
though that future may be veiled now to us, there 
will come a time when we shall see the full meaning 
of everything which we can only take on trust now. 

" If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me.*' 
These words are true of every one who is unpar- 
doned : the unwashed have no part in Christ. Oh, 
how solemn and how sad to be without Jesus ! Can 
you afford it ? And if you care nothing about it, 
and are satisfied with this world, what will you do 
when you come to die? You can, you think, live 
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without Jesus: can you die without Him? "No 
part:" what a word it is ! Christ is all and in all to 
His people. There are only these two ways of viewing 
Christ : He is either everything to you, or nothing. 
I beseech you ask yourself which He is to you. Those 
who have not their sins forgiven have no part with 
Him. They may go to church, they may attend 
many services, do many good things, fulfil all their 
duties; but if unwashed, they can have no claim 
upon the promises of God. Have you been to the 
fountain open for sin and uncleanness? (Zech. xiii. 1.) 
Has the blood of Christ purged your conscience? 
(Heb. ix. 14.) If not, at the last day He will say, 
" / know you not" " Thou hast no part with me." 

The shepherd singles out his own sheep from the 
flock, recognising on them the mark he made when 
he purchased them. Has the mark of Jesus been 
made upon you ? Is the blood of the cross the token 
there ? My friend, I would earnestly urge this upon 
you. Rest not till you have brought all the unwashed 
life to Christ : hasten whilst yet there is time. Who 
knows how soon the destroying angel may be sent 
to summon hence those who are not under the shelter 
of the cross ? Let not these words of Jesus apply to 
you : " Thmi hast no part with Me," 

But there is yet something else to learn about 
this typical washing. Peter in his over-anxiety 
wished that Jesus should wash not his feet only, but 
his hands and his head. (Ver. 9.) The answer of 
Jesus (ver. 10) is what I now want to study with 
you, for there is in it a blessed truth. The old sins 

R 
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pardoned and washed away will never be brought 
up against us again. " I have blotted out, as a thick 
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." 
(Isai. xliv. 22.) " Thou hast cast all my sins behind 
Thy back." (Isai. xxxviii. 17.) We need not to be 
continually bringing the old sins for pardon. " He 
that is washed needeth not, save to wash his feet." 

But in our daily walk heavenward, dust is con- 
tracted, defilement will occur, and needs the renewed 
washing. Therefore our feet need the daily cleansing. 
Every night when we pray, we ought in the presence 
of God to look back upon the past day, and bring 
all the sins of the day to the cross of Christ. If we 
confess, He is faithful and just to forgive. Let not 
the dust of days accumulate. Bring the defilement 
of each day to the blood of cleansing, and so shall 
you walk in peace and comfort. It is the blood that 
brings us near to God (Eph. ii. 13) ; and if we allow 
sin to remain on our consciences, we keep at a dis- 
tance from our Lord instead of walking in close and 
happy fellowship with Him. (1 John i. 9.) 

But we now must turn to a sadder part of this 
touching narrative. 

IV. The exception. (Ver. 11.) 

One there was amongst that little company who 
partook of the outward, but not of the inward 
cleansing. Judas, who sat amongst the rest, was all 
the while thinking of his money bags, thinking how 
he should betray that loving Master, — causing addi- 
tional grief to that tender heart, bowed low in sorrow 
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now, to be more sorrowful yet, before another day- 
had dawned. (Ver. 21.) Judas was washed ; but 
was not clean. 

It is not the outward ordinance that can profit 
any one. Many are brought to Baptism who remain 
unbaptized by the Holy Spirit Many may be, like 
Judas, in the way of all that is good, and yet walk 
on in darkness, because they allow themselves in 
some forbidden lust, and will part with their interest 
in Christ, rather than give it up. 

Judas is a solemn warning to professors of re- 
ligion. One of the chosen twelve, ever in our Lord's 
company, seeing His miracles, hearing His discourses, 
his heart was all the while unchanged. There was 
something he loved better than Jesus, and that was 
his money ; and he was unmoved by the love, or the 
power, or the sorrow of the Lord he professed to serve 
and to follow. He allowed Satan's power to rule 
him, and he permitted his temptations to prevail. 
It is written, " Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you." (James iv. 7.) Had Judas only looked for 
help to Him who had Himself resisted temptation 
and overcome the power of the Evil One, he would 
have gained a victory that would have brought him 
peace, and saved him the awful misery that followed. 

Let us learn from his story to check the beginning 
of anything like covetousness ; for if allowed to 
strengthen within us, it will gain an irresistible 
power over us, which will drag us down lower and 
lower, till we are past rising again. 

V. The blessing of performance. (Ver. 17.) 
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Whilst the heavy wrath of God falls on those 
who know and do not the will of God, there is a 
blessing promised to those who do it Our Lord's 
words imply both these truths. 

" If ye know." And must we not every one of us 
say, ' We do know these things ' ? For in these days 
of teaching, ignorance of Divine truth is our own 
fault ; and, as I have often reminded you, great is 
our responsibility. 

" These things." Let us look at our subject closely, 
and see what are the things we ought to know. 

(i.) Jesus our Lord and Master. (Ver. 13.) 

(ii.) Jesus our Example. (Ver. 15.) 

(iii) Jesus sends us to work for Him. (Ver. 16.) 

Let us apply these things to ourselves. 

(i.) The Lord Jesus is our Master, and we are 
His servants. What, then, are we doing ? Are we 
endeavouring to find out and to do His holy will and 
pleasure ? We do not expect our servants to spend 
their time as they like. Do we not rather call their 
time ours, and demand their labour and their energies 
to be spent for us. If we reason thus, and we rightly 
do so, we surely ought to feel that our time, energy, 
and talents are not our own, but belong to our Master, 
and are to be expended for Him and in His service. 

" I am your Master." These are His own words ; 
and when He comes again He will not forget His 
servants who have faithfully worked and lived for 
Him. 
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(ii.) But especially are the servants of the Lord 
Jesus to follow His example. Love and humility 
are the two points before us to-day. 

Love : unmindful of self, going out of the way to 
work, to help, to cheer, to minister. 

Humility : stooping even to the act of a servant, 
and utterly regardless of what the world may think, 
so long as the Lord Jesus be honoured, and good done. 

Let us set ourselves to work to attain these lovely 
graces which were so marvellously shown forth by 
our Lord. Pride and a want of love, will keep us 
far from Jesus. We are never so unlike Him as 
when filled with ideas of our own superiority. The 
publican who stood afar off was really nearer to 
God than the Pharisee, who trusted in his own 
righteousness and despised his neighbour. 

(iii.) Lastly. If we are the servants of Jesus, we 
must be content that He should send us wheresover 
it pleases Him ; and we must never try to shirk a 
duty because we do not like it. ' Hear am I : send 
me ! ' must be the language of our hearts. 

Every one of us has something to do for Christ. 
It may be little, — it may be only in our power to say 
a kind word, to give a cup of cold water ; but if done 
because we love Jesus, and because we seem to hear 
His voice bidding us do it, we shall in no wise lose 
our reward. ** If ye know these things, happy are 
ye if ye do them." 
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THE LOED'S 
GONVEESATION WITH PETEE. 

JOHN XXI. 15-19. 

So LITTLE is told US of what occurred after our 
Lord's resurrection, that we feel a peculiar value for 
all that is given to us. This conversation with Peter 
is one of the most comforting, as well as helpful 
passages of Scripture. Such direct and personal 
communication from the Lord whom he had so basely 
denied, must have brought comfort and re-assurance 
to the heart of Peter; and we may be very sure 
that God the Holy Spirit moved St. John to record 
it, that other hearts might be in like manner helped 
and comforted. Let us consider the two persons 
separately, and then the conversation itself. 

I. The Lord Jesus. 

He had been, as you know, crucified, put to the 
most shameful and ignominious death that was 
possible, and then He was left on the cross, where, 
but for the fulfilment of prophecy, He would have 
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had His legs broken, like the other malefactors. But 
Scripture had said, " Not a bone of Him shall be 
broken;" and so He was left untouched till the 
loving hands of Joseph of Arimathea took His body 
down and laid it in a sepulchre, " wherein was never 
man yet laid," and " he rolled a stone unto the door 
of the sepulchre." (Mark xv. 46.) 

Angels from heaven rolled away the atone, and 
when the women with their prepared spices came to 
perform the offices of love to their honoured Master's 
body, they found only an empty tomb, and the linen 
clothes lying : no corpse was there, no rigid form, 
as they had expected to find. Bewildered and 
frightened, they hardly dared to believe that what 
the angels told them was true, and according to the 
account given by St. Mark, they fled precipitately." 
(Chap. xvi. 8.) 

But to one and another the Lord appeared. Yes : the 
risen Saviour, — bearing still in His body the marks 
of His death, and with His own wondrous tender- 
ness forgetting that " all had forsaken Him and fled " 
when most He needed their sympathy — ^forgetting 
that they could not " watch with Him one hour," — 
appeared to say again and again the blessed word, 
''Peace" 

Mary was the first who saw her beloved Lord, 
though she recognised Him not till He called her 
by name. As with other disciples, her " eyes were 
holden," that she "should not know Him." But she 
was commissioned to bear a glorious message to the 
disciples : she was to tell them how the Lord Jesus — 
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though now His ministry was over. His whole work 
accomplished — was yet a Brother to them. " Go to 
my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend to my 
Father, and your Father ; and to my God, and your 
God." The relationship established on earth subsists 
still in heaven. Jesus is our elder Brother : He is 
not ashamed to call us brethren. (Heb. ii 11.) 

But the life of our Lord during the brief period 
between His resurrection and ascension was very 
different to what it had before been. He was no 
more seen of unbelievers ; neither do we read of His 
going to the temple, or of His living with His dis- 
ciples as He used. He appeared only occasionally : 
joining two in a walk to Emmaus, but not making 
Himself known to them at first ; then again coming 
suddenly upon them when the doors were fastened ; 
and a third time on the occasion of this conversation 
with Peter. It seemed all strange to them, and yet 
it was the same Lord; as He made Thomas (who 
had doubted) understand, by showing him His hands 
and His feet. But though so little is recorded, there 
was enough to certify that He was risen from the 
dead ; and though we may long for further details of 
a life so wondrous in its resurrection beauty, there is 
enough told us to make us know for a certainty, that 
this same Jesus is our beloved Saviour, whom we 
shall one day talk with and see " as He is." 

II. Peter. 

The character of Peter is very interesting. He 
was so eager, so impulsive, and yet so frail, that we 
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are sometimes inclined to find a resemblance to our- 
selves in the weaker points of his character. Peter 
was one of the chosen three who were with our Lord 
on several occasions when others were excluded. We 
read of him on the mount of transfiguration, at the 
raising of Jairus' daughter, and in the garden of 
Gethsemane ; and we know that he had a very ardent 
love for his Lord. He it was who exclaimed, " Lord, 
to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life." He, when others were alarmed, said, "Lord, 
if it be Thou bid me come to Thee " on the water. 
And on the memorable occasion when Jesus foretold 
how all would forsake Him, and how Peter would 
deny Him, he boldly stood forward and said, "Though 
all shall be oflfended because of Thee, yet will I never 
be oflfended." (Matt. xxvi. 33.) 

But the Lord knew what was in Peter's nature, 
and knew that he would quail before the eye of a 
maiden, and wince under the imputation of being a 
Galilean. And the Lord spoke words of truth when 
He said, ** Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me 
thrice." (Matt. xxvi. 34.) That very night, when 
Jesus, betrayed by Judas, was taken by the chief 
priests and elders, Peter, though he had a certain 
amount of courage and would have fought with the 
sword and even did strike a blow in his Master's 
cause, yet when he saw his Lord taken as a prisoner, 
and led away into the high priest's house, forgot all 
his boasted love, and with oaths and curses swore 
that he knew not the Lord. He could draw a sword 
for his Master ; but he could not stand a sneer. His 
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faith was not equal to his profession. Just as when 
he walked upon the water he sank, because he looked 
at the rough waves and boisterous wind instead of 
keeping his eye fixed upon Jesus (Matt. xiv. 30) ; so 
now he only thought of the present moment But 
when the cock crew, and the Lord turned and looked 
upon Peter, we read that he "went out and wept 
bitterly." (Luke xxii. 60—62.) 

We can imagine something of what passed in 
Peter's heart after this : the anguish of spirit when 
he remembered the love and kindness he had ever 
received, the deep distress when he reflected (as he 
most probably did) that He should not see Jesus 
again. What those few next days were, we can 
picture to ourselves, and we are not surprised to find 
that Peter was one of those who came to the 
sepulchre on the morning of the first day of the 
week. But though he must have known that the 
Lord Jesus had pardoned him, and though he had 
been mentioned particularly by the angel at the 
tomb (Mark xvi. 7), no special communication is re- 
corded as having taken place between Jesus and 
himself till the occasion we have been reading about. 

Let us now look at 

III The Conversation. 

Our Lord asks Peter a question, in almost the 
same words, three times over. This question, though 
slightly varied each time, always speaks the same 
language, and is directed to his inner heart. It was 
a question of love. Three times had Peter denied 
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Jesus: three times must he confess his love. He 
loved much because he had had much forgiven ; but 
he did not like this love being questioned : it seemed 
to imply a doubt. He " was grieved the third time " 
that the Lord should ask again, " Lovest thou Me ? " 
The first time Jesus said, "Lovest thou Me more 
than these ? " In Matt. xxvi. 33 we read of Peter's 
boast. It was now as if Jesus said, *Have you 
proved your love to be greater than the other 
disciples ? Did you stand by Me when all else 
forsook Me and fled ? ' 

No wonder that Peter was grieved ; but the work 
in his heart would not have been complete without. 
He must feel to the full what his sin had been : he 
must be humbled to the dust before receiving all the 
sweet comfort of reconciliation. Never would he 
forget that question. If in his future career he was 
tempted to be ashamed of his Lord, again these 
words would ring in his ears, "Lovest thou Me?" 
Our Lord then goes on to speak of what was to be 
the future life of Peter. He gives him a charge. 

Work: "Feed my lambs and my sheep." Holi- 
ness: "Follow Me." He foretells His martyrdom: 
"Another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not." All to spring out of that true 
and deep and earnest love which now and for ever- 
more was in the heart of Peter. 

This subject is a very practical one. We have all 
sinned like Peter, denying in our lives, if not in our 
words, the Lord Jesus Christ. We have denied 
Christ when we have been ashamed of owning Him 



Digitized 



by Google 



252 Lessons from Scripture. 

amongst those who did not love Him; we have 
denied Him when we have gone along with the 
world, contrary to what He would expect from us ; 
we have denied Him when we have slighted His 
day, His ordinances: we have often virtually said, 
" I know not the Man." 

This question the Lord would put to each of us : 
" Lovest thou Me ? " And what shall oUr answer be ? 
Can we say with Peter, *'Lord, Thou knowest all 
things ; Thou knowest that / love Thee " ? 

" AH things." Can we appeal in this way to our 
Lord's omniscience ? Have we told Him all ? The 
"all" may include much that we may now be 
ashamed of; but "if we confess and forsake our sins. 
He is faithful and just to forgive." And then we 
can perhaps say, ' Lord, Thou knowest the all things 
against me ; Thou also knowest that, with all my 
infirmity and weakness and backsliding, yet I love 
Thee: 

The whole of religion is a question of love. 
Believing the full, free, unmerited love of Christ, 
and giving Him all the heart's undivided affection. 
St. Paul says : " The love of Christ constraineth us." 
That was His motive for action. " The love of Christ 
passeth knowledge." (Eph. iii. 19.) That was his 
joy and hope. 

Between the Lord and every pardoned sinner 

must this personal communication take place. It 

is wonderful to think that Jesus loves the sinner, 

even such as have denied Him and slighted Him ; 

. but it is His way : it would not be ours. " For as the 
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heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, saith the Lord." (Is. Iv. 9.) 

No service can be worth much that is not based 
upon this foundation of love' The Lord has work 
for us all to do for Him; but we shall not do it 
aright till we love because forgiven. If we are 
indeed reconciled through the blood of the cross, 
we shall be anxious to prove our love in every action 
of our lives. 

The command to Peter — ^"Feed my lambs: feed 
my sheep " — was a pastoral charge ; and it is not all 
that are called to that work. But we parents may take 
the first command, and apply it to ourselves. Our 
children : are they not the lambs of the flock ? And 
are they not dear to Christ ? He would have us feed 
them : training them for Him, teaching them to seek 
Him early. Keep your little ones from all that is 
hurtful in their pasture. Bad companions, bad books 
harm the little ones, whom Jesus would bid us feed 
and care for for His sake. 

The heart that is so filled with love to Christ that 
it desires service for Him will not long be " out of 
work." It may be but a kindly word, a small act of 
compassion, an occasional reading of the Word to 
some needing such help ; but if done in the name of 
the Lord, it will be accepted of Him, and more ways 
of work will be opened : " For unto every one that 
hath shall be given." (Matt. xxv. 29.) We should 
be on the look out for opportunities of doing good 
amongst the sheep as well as the lambs of the flock. 

Then to all His people Jesus says, " Follow Me." 
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No longer could the disciples walk about with their 
Lord, and be with Him as formerly. Therefore, in 
the same sense as he said it to Peter, does he say to 
us : " FoUow Me:* And how ? The Holy Spirit in 
oiu* hearts will show us the way ; but we must look 
for the footprints, and we shall discern all through 
life's thorny, stony pathway, marks left by One who, 
when He calls His sheep "goeth before" them. 
And we shall see clearly traced out for us a highway, 
" called the way of holiness." (Isai. xxxv. 8.) 

This way was faithfully trodden by Peter. His 
after-life showed the sincerity of his repentance and 
his love. We read of his earnest labours, of his 
zealous adherence to the Lord. No longer ashamed 
to own his love for the despised Jesus of Galilee, he 
was the first to preach Christ crucified to the Jews 
and to the Gentiles. His Epistles bear testimony to 
his faith, hope, and love : they speak of sufiering for 
Christ, of the necessity of watching against tempta- 
tion, of the danger of backsliding and turning aside 
from the faith. 

We know that Peter was a martyr. Bravely did 
he face the thought of coming suflfering. (2 Peter 
i. 14.) Tradition says that he was crucified ; and that 
by his own desire, feeling it too great an honour to 
be put to death in the same way as his Master, he 
was crucified with his head downwards. Let us *' not 
be slothful, but followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises." (Heb. vi. 12.) 
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THE CHKISTIAN EACE. 

1 COBINTHIANB DC. 24—27. HEBREWS XH. 1, 2. 

In both these passages we have a race set before us. 
Amongst the ancient heathens races were as com- 
mon as, alas, they are in this Christian land ! But 
instead of running horses as we do, the men them- 
selves were the runners. They ran for a prize of little 
intrinsic worth, being only a crown of perishable 
leaves ; but the value was inestimable, inasmuch as 
it brought great glory to the winner, and his name 
would be in all mouths, as having obtained the prize 
coveted by so many, earned by only one. The ex- 
citement on these occasions was very great. Crowds 
assembled, as on our race-days, to witness these races, 
and the games and athletics in which the ancient 
Greeks and Romans excelled. 

Now, in writing his Epistles, Paul draws a lesson 
from these well-known sports, which we shall be wise 
to study. The Christian life is compared to a race. 
Looking at both the passages we have read, we find 
the one throws light upon the other. There are 
three points we may separately look into. 
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I. Entering upon it. 

II. Running it. 

III. The crown of glory at the end. 

I. The " race is set before us ; " but we cannot in 
general terms say that all are running it It is only 
the life of a believer that can be compared to a race ; 
the life of one who has set his face heavenwards. 
We are not bom in that way: none are there by 
nature. We must be bom anew, bom of the Spirit : 
that is the entering on it. 

Let me ask you if you are one of those few who 
have put down your name as a runner? Perhaps 
you say, ' I hope so : * perhaps all in this room would 
say the same thing. But have you really and truly 
made up your mind to run ? Have you been to the 
Lord Jesus and said, ' I am a poor sinner, and I want 
to be saved.' If so, you have a race set before you ; 
and that is the first step in it. 

But perhaps you are still an outsider, one looking 
on only, and hesitating about it. Take the first step 
this day. Come to Jesus as you are, enter your 
name, and take your place as a runner. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to show you the way. You wish to 
come: perhaps you know not how. If you could 
get one look at Jesus, one thought of His great love 
to you, one glimpse of the glory of heaven and of 
the life eternal He offers you, — this would do it. 
You would then say, * / love Jesus, and I will run 
the race and fight the fight, and go in the way that 
He has marked out for me.* You would hate sin 
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because He hates it ; you would see the emptiness 
of this world because He despised it; you would 
care for nothing in comparison with Jesua Himself, 
The things that you used to feel were gain to you, 
you would now count loss for Christ (Phil, iii 7.) 
And so you would say, as Paul did, " Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ? " (Acts ix. 6.) 

II. Having entered upon it, how are we to " run 
the race that is set before us " ? 

There are four directions specially given to us 
concerning the manner of running. 

(L) Not as uncertainly. 

(ii.) Laying aside every weight. 

(iii.) With patience. 

(iv.) Looking unto Jesus. 

(i.) St, Paul says, "I run not as uncertainly." 
The meaning of this is, he knew what he was about ; 
there was in him a " purpose of heart." Many people 
have no definite aim, no certain ideas in their religious 
life. If a man were engaged in running a race, his 
definite thought would be, ' I hope I shall win. I 
must do my utmost : I must put forth all my powers.' 
Here is a certain, positive state of heart about the 
matter: St. Paul says, "So run that ye may obtain." 

Now what is our aim in our daily life ? Have we 
any at all ? Let us not however make this mistake, 
— that we have to luin eternal life. Having received 
the gift, we are then to live new and holy lives, run- 
ning the race as if our eternal life depended on our 

s 
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winning it ; but working from love and from gratitude 
to Him who died that we might live. Shall we be 
less energetic, less earnest in our work than those 
ancients who had no higher aim than earthly glory, 
fading crowns, and a passing tribute of praise from 
the spectators ? Our aim is put before us in 2 Tim. 
ii. 4, where St. Paul, epeaking of our position as 
soldiers of the Cross, bids us be imworldly, that we 
may please Him who hath chosen us to be soldiers. 
The Lord Jesus said, " I do always those things that 
please my Father." Can we have a higher aim ? 

(ii.) We are to lay aside every weight. Looking 
at the figure before us, we must find out what sort 
of training the men who ran in races had to undergo. 
It was most rigid and severe. No superfluous flesh, 
no heavy clothing at the time of running, implied 
that the body must have been under a certain amount 
of discipline. Care had been taken that it had learnt 
to do with only necessary food, and clothing of the 
lightest kind : in no way had it been enervated by 
luxurious living. 

I think our lesson is very clear : " I keep under 
my body, and bring into subjection," says Paul. Our 
bodies are often channels of sin, and a pampered body 
is inconsistent with a spiritual life. Turn to Rom. 
viii. How much we read there about the flesh, and 
how it is to be subdued ; and again in Gal. v. 24 we 
read it has to be " crucified." If we neglect this, we 
shall find ourselves terribly encumbered in our 
spiritual running and warfare; and the flesh, with 
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its ungovemed passions, will be a real weight upon 
us. Let us look at one or two besides. 

2%e love of money is a great weight : it hindered 
Balaam, Judas Iscariot, Ananias and Sapphira, and 
many others. " How hardly," says our Lord, " shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God ! " 

A wrong affection, an undue love of any person 
or thing, is another great hindrance. " Let your loins 
be girded," says our Lord : i.e., not trailing on the 
ground, dragging in the mire, and so keeping a man 
back from real progress. 

An unforgiving spirit is a great weight ; because 
we are not then realizing our own forgiveness, and 
so we are in fact bearing the burden of our own sins. 

But we have not time to go into all the weights 
that must he cast aside : the unbelief, the pride, the 
passions indulged, — all these will sometimes oppress 
us, but have diligently to be fought against. Who 
that was starting on a race would put on heavy clogs, 
or cumber themselves with burdens and bundles? 
* The man is a fool,' you would say. And yet, my 
friends, do we not sometimes err in this way ? Do 
we not expect to make progress ; or, rather I would 
say, are we not disappointed at making so little pro- 
gress, yet without having put aside every weight? 
Is anything pressing upon you tiow that keeps you 
back from spiritual progress, — from converse with 
Jesus by the way ? Throw it on one side, I beseech 
you. Give it up. Gird up your loins and start with 
fresh energy, for there is no time to be lost. " The 
night cometh when no man can work." 
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(iii.) We are to run with patience. The life of a 
believer is not a life of ease and comfort, but of self- 
denial and discipline ; and, as we find in Hebrews x. 
36, we "have need of patience/' We need it as regards 
our own eflforts, and also when under the chastening 
hand of the Lord. Some people are impulsive and 
only occasionally energetic ; and so are what we might 
call fitful in their love to the Lord and zeal in His 
service. There are a great many expressions in Scrip- 
ture which imply that this is the case, and that this 
need on our part has been seen. Our Lord speaks 
of "bringing forth fruit with patience." (Luke viii 15.) 
We read in Romans ii. 7 of " patient continuance in 
well doing ; " in James i. 4, "Let patience have her 
perfect work ; " and we might, if time permitted, find 
many other texts bearing on this subject. 

The weights we have been speaking of are not 
laid aside in a moment. If we are conscious of be- 
setting sins, and endeavour to get rid of them by the 
grace of Ood, we shall still find the same tendencies 
within us after many a real giving of ourselves to 
the Lord. God says to us, as He did to Paul, *' My 
grace is sufficient for thee ; " but when our faith is 
weak, when our hearts are weary, we slacken our 
hold on that grace, and even sometimes are tempted 
to give up. Then comes this word with power to 
our condition, "Run with patience the race set before" 
you ; as also the word of warning in Hebrews x. 38 : 
"If any man draw back, my soul shall have no 
pleasure in him." 

But it. is not only with regard to ourselves we have 
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need of patience. When God's chastening hand is 
laid upon us we are often inclined to murmur and 
rebel. We get fretful and impatient at a long con- 
tinuance of trial, forgetting all the while that the 
Lord knows what He is doing, and doth "not willingly 
afflict " His children. And the very trial that God 
lays upon us is the one best calculated to do us good ; 
because He sees the necessity of wounding us in the 
tenderest part. Not one day, not one hour longer 
than necessary, does He keep us in the furnace. The 
gold must be purified, the dross must be removed. 
Keep your hold, then, on the promises, and you will 
find that great progress has been made during your 
time of trial, and that you have been carried over a 
long hit of the way : for your "tribulation has worked 
patience ; and patience, experience ; and experience, 
hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed." (Rom. v. 4, 5.) 
I have heard that some plants have been found to 
grow most in a storm. This is surely the way some- 
times with God's children. Let us take what He 
sends, then, with patient faith, waiting for the 
brighter time which will so surely come to our souls. 

(iv.) Looking unto Jesus. This is the grand secret 
of the whole race : none will fail who thus run. The 
real meaning of that word " looking " is a very full 
one : it means looking off from everything else, and 
so lookiug only to Jesus. 

Li this verse He is called the Author and Finisher 
of our faith, — i.e., the beginning and the end, the 
ail in alL Just as our first step in this race must 



Digitized 



by Google 



262 Le88on8 from Scripture, 

be the look of faith, so must each succeeding step 
be the same, even to the very last of all, when we 
shall find that we have not looked in vain ; for we 
shall "see Him as He is," and "be satisfied." (1 
John iii. 2. Ps. xvii. 15.) 

But what is this " looking " to be like ? Let me 
try to explain. We are in our daily life to keep our 
mind fixed upon Jesus Himself, in His life and in 
His death. Jesus in His life " endured the cross, and 
despised the shame." In His death He put away 
sin, and opened the door of heaven for all who believe. 
Our eye, then, is to be fixed intently on these truths, 
and so we are to give up the world and to have Him 
instead. What He was on earth, that we are to be ; 
what He is now, that we shall be. When you are 
faint and weary, look unto Jesus: He endured to 
the end. When you are weak, look unto Jesus : He 
is the Strength of all His people. When tempted 
to be worldly, look unto Jesus on the cross ; when 
you have fallen, look only to Him to raise you up 
again, to wash you in His own blood, to restore to 
you your lost peace; when sorely tried, look unto 
Jesus, Himself the gold tried in the fire, and your 
faith will be strengthened. Do not take away your 
gaze, and do not let anything come between Him 
and you. Sometimes the smallest thing will dim 
our view, and come as a mist between our hearts 
and the Lord Jesus. Let it not be so with you. Ask 
Him to dispel all clouds and darkness, and to shine 
so brightly on you, that you may run with joy as 
well as with patience. 
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III. There is a crown awaiting all who get to the 
end of the race. 

This crown is mentioned in many parts of the 
New Testament. In the passage we have read it is 
called " an incorruptible crown ; " in 2 Tim. iv. 8 it 
is called a ** crown of righteousness;" in Jas i. 12, 
and Rev. ii. 10, a ** crown of life;" in 1 Pet. v. 4, a 
" crown of glory ; " and in Rev. iv. 4 the redeemed 
are represented as wearing " crowns of gold." 

A crown amongst the ancients was given to those 
who had been victorious in a race or a fight. In 
these later days crowns are only given to Kings and 
Queens; but those who will have crowns hereafter 
will unite both these claims. They will, like their 
heavenly Master, have fought the good fight; and 
having suffered with Him, they will reign with Him. 
(2 Tim. ii. 12. Rev. i. 6.) 

This crown is promised to all who love Jesus : it 
will be given by the righteous Judge to all who 
deserve it. And since we can never merit it ourselves, 
it is only as we are in Christ, and have lived by faith 
in Him, that we shall have it. If our sins have been 
laid upon Him, and if His spotless righteousness has 
been imputed to us, then we are righteous, even in 
the sight of Him, who is of purer eyes than to look 
upon iniquity. But like the elders in Rev. iv. 10, 
we shall cast our crowns before the throne and say, 
" Thou art worthy, Lord : " " Not unto us, not unto 
us ; but unto Thy name give the praise," " for Thou 
only art holy." 
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FAITH. 

HEBEEWS XI. 1—8. 

Our subject to-day is faitK There is so much said 
about it in Scripture, so often does our Lord speak 
of it in no measured terms that we ought to find 
out what it really is, and whether we really possess 
it. The first verse in this chapter explains what 
faith is: "The substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen." The meaning of which 
is, that faith grasps as realities the things spoken of 
in the Bible, and lives always with spiritual things 
in sight. " Moses endured " (the wrath of the King), 
" cw seeing Him who is inviaible" (Ver. 27.) *' The 
things which are seen are temporal," and pass away ; 
"but the things which are not seen are eternal." 
(2 Cor. iv. 18.) 

Faith is not only a doctrine preached by the Lord 
Jesus and His Apostles : " By it the elders obtained 
a good report." It was the ruling principle of their 
lives, as it must be of ours ; for " without faith it is 
impossible to please Gk)d." 

Let us look at our subject in these three ways : — 
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I. The objects of faith. 

II. The proofs of our having faith. 

III. What faith will do for us. 

I. There are in Scripture three special objects of 
faith put before us : — 

(i.) God Himself. 

(ii.) The Word of God. 

(iii.) Heaven and hell. 

(i.) " He that cometh to God must believe that He 
is,^' There are very few people who do not believe 
in some sort of a God. All heathens have their 
religion, and worship one supreme being; but the 
natural heart can never " by searching find out God." 
(Job xi. 7.) In our blessed country we have been 
taught to worship the true Grod ; but, alas, how many 
pray and speak of God without a real acquaintance 
of Him, without a living faith in Him ! 

God is revealed to us in His Word as three Persons 
and one God. We are " baptized in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." (Matt xxviii. 
19.) When therefore we read that we must believe 
that Ood is, we are called upon to acknowledge the 
Holy Trinity. God our Father having created us, 
and preserving us from day to day and hour to 
hour, having loved us with an exceeding great love, 
having provided for us for time and eternity, pro- 
mising us His counsel, His guidance whilst we are 
here, — demands from us a child-like trust, reverence. 
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love, and obedience. If we believe in GU)d as our 
Father, we shall value the relationship in which He 
has placed us, and we shall live as His children, 
though in the midst of an ungodly world. 

God the Son having redeemed us by His blood, 
having purchased us to Himself as His own peculiar 
people, promising to us all the benefits of this won- 
derful redemption, puts Himself in the position of 
an elder Brother, a Kinsman, a Mediator. Closer 
still would He draw us to Himself: He calls His 
Church His Bride; and He demands from us that 
we should love Him, trust Him, lay upon Him our 
iniquities, and accept His work. Faith in God the 
Son brings peace and comfort and assurance of hope. 
His own words are, " Ye believe in Grod, believe also 
in Me." (Johnxiv. 1.) 

God the Holy Spirit, *' proceeding from the Father 
and the Son," works in our hearts, and teaches us 
that which we can in no other way learn. He 
" moved upon the face of the waters " in the crea- 
tion; and He must move over the heart of man 
before there can be any light or power of life there. 
He is One with God the Father and God the Son ; 
and faith in Him will open our hearts to receive 
Him, that, dwelling within us, He may reveal to us 
what "eye hath not seen nor ear heard" of "the 
deep things of God." (1 Cor. ii. 9, 10.) 

This is the God presented to our faith: a God, 
whose name is '*Love," who is infinite in every 
perfection, whom to know is life eternal. (John 
xvii. 3.) 
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(ii.) The Word of God. God has revealed Himself 
to man in His Word ; but there are some who seek 
to throw doubts upon many parts of the Bible. If 
you doubt about the truth of any part of it, you will 
have a distrustful feeling about all. We have not 
now time to go fully into this subject. Let us only 
refer to two texts ; one in the Old Testament, and 
the other in the New : " Every word of God is pure." 
(Prov. XXX. 5.) " All Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God." (2 Tim. iii. 16.) These verses tell us 
what to think about the Bible. And as we are 
elsewhere told that the Word is to judge us at the 
last day (Deut. xviii. 19. John xii. 48), we ought to 
beware of putting aside any part of it as uninspired 
or to be lightly thought of. If we read the Bible 
diligently, study it prayerfully, and meditate upon 
it frequently, it will bring light and conviction to 
the heart, both of its own truth and of God's purpose 
of love to each of us individually. 

An old writer says, " As thou readest, think that 
every syllable pertaineth to thine own self, and suck 
out the pith of the Scripture." We read in 1 Pet. 
ii. 2, " Desire the sincere " (or unadulterated) " milk 
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby." God's Word 
is indeed an object of faith ; and upon our acceptance 
of the truths it tells does our salvation depend. 

(iii.) A future state. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
speaks of " life eternal " and of " everlasting punish- 
ment " (Matt. XXV. 46) ; and we cannot, dare not, put 
aside the thought of the eternal future of weal or of 
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woe. At the same time that we are warned oi the 
'^worm that dieth not, and the fire that is not 
quenched," we are offered life everlasting; and it 
rests with ourselves to determine whether we will 
have the one or the other as our portion. It is vain 
to try and make out more than Scripture tells us of 
the future : we can find enough to help our choice, 
and God, who would win us by His love, has revealed 
to us more of the joys of heaven than the terrors of 
helL 

I think we might find our faith strengthened if 
we were more frequently to meditate on our home in 
heaven. The glimpses that we get occasionally in 
Scripture are full of brightness. Infinite happiness 
we know it will be " to be for ever with the Lord," 
sharing His glory and His home, and dwelling with 
Him in His temple. (John xiv. 3. Rev. vii. 15.) 

That will be our greatest joy, — to be with Jesus : 
but is it nothing to know that pain and suffering of 
all kinds will be over for ever ; that the battle and 
struggle of life will have given way to rest ; that the 
partial knowledge we enjoy here will be ex€hanged 
for a perfect imderstanding of all things ? (1 Cor. 
xiii. 9, 12.) 

This future we are invited to believe in and to lay 
hold of as belonging to us. Let heaven be more 
near and more real to you than earth, and then the 
troubles of this life will shrink into comparative 
insignificance. The light of heaven shining upon 
earth diminishes all pains, and enhances all plea- 
sures, for all in this world passes away; but we 
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by faith "receive a kingdom which cannot be 
moved." 

But we must now turn to our second point : — 

II. The proofs of our having faith. 

If we have a living faith in God, in His Word, in 
heaven, there will be proofs of it in our lives. We 
shall show by our manner of living that we are 
loving and serving an unseen but most real Master ; 
that we are guided by laws not of this world ; that 
we are " pilgrims and sojourners on the earth," and 
looking for a " better country, that is, an heavenly." 
(Heb. xi. 13, 16.) 

In our lives there will be : — 

(i.) Love. 

(ii.) Obedience. 

(iii.) Trust. 

(iv.) Holiness. 

(i.) Love. We read in 1 Peter i. 8, "Whom having 
not seen, ye love ; in whom, though now ye see Him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice." This love will be 
deep down in our hearts, the spring and motive of 
all our actions, " constraining " us to live to Christ, 
to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Him. 
None will know how great, how deep it is ; but it will 
show itself in our lives and by our demeanour, and 
all other affections will be evenly balanced, because 
based upon this foundation of love to an unseen Ood 
and Saviour. If we believe Jesus loved us and gave 
Himself for us, the life which we " now live in the 
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flesh wiU be by the faith of the Son of God." (Gal. 
ii. 20.) 

(ii.) Obedience. Abraham obeyed the command 
of God, " and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went." (Heb. xi. 8.) Enough for him that God his 
Father had spoken the word : he obeyed, leaving the 
results with God. And this obedience, faith will 
produce. "Master," says Peter (Luke v. 5), "we 
have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing : 
nevertheless, at Thy word I will let down the net." 
The Word of God must be obeyed, even though we 
may feel sure that by so doing, it will be to our cost. 
Leave that with God: you obey Him, and believe 
that He will not let you lose. 

(iii.) Trust. " Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
in Him," says Job. (Chap. xiii. 15.) To trust God is 
to commit your cause to the Lord without, at the 
present moment, being able to see the end of the 
matter. The promises of Scripture are innumerable 
to those who trust in the Lord. None shall be dis- 
appointed who are really doing so, — venturing all, 
though in apparent darkness. All seemed against 
Job: friends, possessions, health, comfort, — aU had 
vanished, and he was left; but he knew that Grod 
would never leave Him. He knew the character of 
God, and he trusted. Was that trust disappointed ? 
(Job xlii. 12.) " Trust in Him at all times," says the 
Psalmist. Faith knows that the Lord cannot err, 
and, in trusting Infinite Wisdom and Infinite Love, 
s that all shall be weU. (Ps. xxxi. 19—21.) 
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(iv.) Holiness. Entire consecration to the service 
of the Lord. " This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith." (1 John v. 4.) " Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing." (2 Cor. vi. 
17.) By faith in Jesus we become holy ; pure even 
as He is pure, unworldly, distinct, and separate as 
He was. Faith knows that the world can never 
satisfy ; that there is nothing worth living for here 
below. Faith gives up a portion here, saying, " The 
Lord is my portion : I have a goodly heritage." And 
so, weaned from the world, the child of faith lives to 
God only. Believing that Christ is made to us 
righteousness and sanctification, we are holy in His 
holiness, and sanctified as well as justified by faith 
in Him. 

But we must pass on to our third point, and see 

ni. What faith will do for us. 

By grace are we saved through faith (Eph. ii. 8.) 
This is the first great work that faith accomplishes : 
it accepts the salvation oflfered us through Christ. 
"A man is justified by faith:" that is, accounted 
just by believing in the imputed righteousness of 
Jesus Christ. (Rom. iii. 28 ; v. 5. Gal. ii. 16.) 

We stand by faith (2 Cor. i. 24. Rom. xi. 20) : 
that is, we have and hold our position before God, 
who has brought us into the bond of His covenant. 

By faith we walk (2 Cor. v. 7) : holding on to the 
Unseen ; and therefore not walking, as formerly, 
according to the course of this world. 
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By faith we Uve (GaL il 20) : being dead to the 
world, crucified with Christ, we walk in newness of 
life, to the glory of His name. 

By faith we quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one (Eph. vi. 16. 1 Thess. v. 8): for we 
have a shield and a breastplate that cannot be 
pierced. 

By faith Christ dwells in our hearts. (Eph. iii. 17.) 

By faith mountains are removed ; and to faith all 
things are possible. (Matt. xvii. 20. Mark ix. 23.) 

By faith all prayers are obtained. (Mark xi 24. 
Jas. i. 5, 6 ; v. 16.) 

Jesus says, " Have faith in God." Shall not our 
daily, hourly cry be, "Lord, increase our faith"? 
Great are the encouragements, and many the pro- 
mises to faith in the Scriptures ; and the more we 
study them, the more shall we be drawn to believe 
in the never-failing loving-kindness of the Lord. 

There are instances in the Gospels of faith com- 
mended by the Lord Jesus. Amongst these stand 
prominent the Roman centurion, — the men who 
brought one sick of the palsy, — the woman who 
stood weeping at the feet of Jesus. (Mark ii. 5. Luke 
vii. 9, 50.) Again we read of cases where our Lord 
upbraids for a want of faith : Peter on the water, — 
the disciples when without bread, — and again after 
His resurrection. (Matt. xiv. 31 ; xvi. 8. Mark 
xvi. 14.) These and many others are recorded for 
our profit, that we may on the one hand imitate the 
faith commended by our Lord, and on the other, 
avoid the unbelief which He upbraids. 
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Let us also ever remember that faith is the gift 
of Ghd. (Eph. ii. 8.) " Ask, and it shall be given 
you." And if by trial the Lord is purifying your 
faith, thank Him for it; for ''the trial of your 
faith being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth," will "be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." (I 
Pet. i. 7. Matt. ix. 29) " According to your faith be 
it unto you." 



Digitized 



by Google 



XXXV. 

THE MESSAGE 
TO THE LAODICEAN CHURCH. 

REVELATION HI. 14->». 

The word of the Spirit is for you and me as well as 
for the Church of Laodicea. (Chajx ii. 7; iii. 22.) 
May He grant us understanding as we dwell on the 
message to^ay. "The things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God." (1 CoL ii. 11.) He 
must be our Interpreter, and reveal to us the 
meaning of all things which Jesus said. 

Each message to the different Churches begins 
with the^e words, "I know thy works." 

It is a solemn thought that we cannot get away 
from the all-searching eye of God : the far-off thought, 
the word, the way, the path, are all marked, all "win- 
nowed" (marg.) by the Lord. (Ps. cxxxix. 2 — 4.) 
"Whither," exclaims David, "shall I go from Thy 
Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from Thy Presence ? " 
(Ver. 7.) But whilst we feel the awfulness of these 
verses, we may also find some comfort in remem- 
bering that it is a loving eye ever upon us ; and if 
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we are walking in the light, "the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleansing us from all sin," we need not fear 
the searching glance, for the heart and conscience 
washed in that blood are " whiter than snow." And 
then it is a comfort to know that all our trials and 
temptations are known and weighed by the Lord. 
" He knoweth the way that I take : when He hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." (Job xxiii. 10.) 
The Church of Laodicea was in a very unsatisfac- 
tory state. That was what God said of them when 
He examined their works: there was evidence of 
decline and backsliding. Let us see 

I. What they were. 

n. What they thought themselves. 

ni. What they needed. 

IV. The pleading love of Jesus. 

I. They wete lukewarm, and they were ignorant 
of their own condition. The expression in ver. 16 
is very strong of God's utter abhorrence of luke- 
warmness. It is as if He said, ' I will have nothing 
more to do with you.' 

"Neither cold nor hot." They were professors of the 
true religion. A Church had once been established 
and flourished there, Christ had been acknowledged ; 
but now they were gradually becoming less faithful 
and more worldly ; they were declining from that 
earnestness, of which, at the time Epaphras was 
amongst them, they had evidently given proof. (Col. 
iv. 13, 16.) Why was this lukewarmness so hateful 
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to Ood ? Because it dishonoured Him. (Matt. xv. 
7, 8.) Far better would it be never to have . the 
knowledge of Christ than, having it, to slight it. 

Lukewannness comes from self-satisfaction and 
ignorance. " Thou knowest not " thy true condition. 
(Ver. 17.) Had they known it, they would have 
been frightened about themselves; and they would 
have seen that they were in a state of the greatest 
danger. Satan had indeed drawn a veil over their 
eyes, that they should not see what they really were. 
It is a description, remember, of professors of religion : 
not of heathen. People who fancied themselves still 
followers of Christ, and yet all the while He saw that 
they were indifferent about Him, and, with a very 
good- opinion of themselves, were yet miserably 
deficient. Would not the Lord see the same thing 
with many of us ? Self-satisfied, because ignorant ; 
and really hollow, though with a show of faith. 

II. The Laodiceans however thought themselves 
in rather different circumstances. 

Their language about themselves was lofty and 
self-sufficient : " Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing." This describes 
a state of mind, alas, too commou ! " I have need of 
nothing," is the feeling in the heart of many, if not 
expressed in words. The form of godliness satisfies 
thousands ; and there are those who will add forms 
and ceremonies to what they have already adopted, 
and increasing themselves with goods of that kind, 
substitute them for the reality. Such have never 
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really known their lost condition : they have never 
felt themselves blind and naked, and their covering 
is not of the Spirit of the Lord. (Isa. xxx. 1.) " The 
bed " they lie on " is shorter than that a man can 
stretch himself on it ; and the covering narrower than 
that he can wrap himself in it." (Isa. xxviii. 20.) 

There is no more dangerous condition ; and this is 
why so stirring an appeal was made to this decaying 
Church. Let us heed the voice of warning, for it 
speaks to us, if we are not really and truly living to 
Christ, and in continual dependance on Him. If we 
have a religion wherein Christ is not all and in all, 
it will profit us nothing. It is a bad sign if we are 
satisfied with ourselves. Let us search and try our 
ways, and never rest till we know that Christ is our 
life, and that we are living *' by the faith of the Son 
of God." 

III. What they needed is what we need; and 
the gracious cJounsel of the Lord Jesus to them is 
what should guide us. 

"I counsel thee" To each individually is this 
counsel given. Whosoever thou art, in whatsoever 
state of mind, under whatsoever circumstances, the 
counsel is for thee. 

" To buy." The purchase is to be made on un- 
usual terms, — *' without money and without price " 
(Isa. Iv. 1) : for we have nothing to give in exchange. 
A sinless life, were it possible, from this time forward 
will not blot out the past. The only terms which 
can be accepted in this heavenly business are, — that 
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when we present ourselves to buy, we come empty 
handed. 

Three things are offered to us : — 

(i.) Gold tried in the fire. This means Jesus 
Himself, whom to possess is life everiasting, wealth 
inexhaustible. " I have suffered the loss of all things," 
says the Apostle Paul, " that I may win Christ." He 
cared for nothing else ; for *he knew that if he had 
Christ, he had all, — all that he needed in this life, 
all that he needed for ever. 

Christ had indeed been tried in the fire ; but there 
was no dross there. It was all pure metal, and of 
the finest quality. We are put in the furnace of 
affliction in order that we may be purified ; that we 
may be made holy, as Christ was. " As many as I 
love I rebuke and chasten," are His own precious 
words. Let us not then repine when trouble comes ; 
but let us thankfully accept the chastening of our 
God, and say to ourselves, ' This is yet another proof 
of God's love : He is purifying me, that I may be a 
partaker of His holiness.' The gold of this world is 
what most are busy to possess; but it is not the 
" true riches." I once met with this passage in a 
book on the Australian gold diggings : " Gold : what 
will the love of gold not lead men to do ? Hard- 
ships, dangers, difficulties — all the great bug-bears 
which make people shrink from doing what they are 
not inclined to do, — seemed all to disappear like an 
idle dream." These were the words of one who was 
struck with the intense eagerness displayed by those 
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who were starting for the gold diggings. And yet 
when Jesus says, " I counsel thee to buy of Me, 
without money and without price, gold tried in the 
firel' many turn away without caring -to listen or 
even to inquire what He means. 

fii.) White raiment is next proposed to us as a 
needful covering. This means the righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus, " the garments of salvation, the robe 
of righteousness," spoken of in Isaiah Ixi. 10. In 
the sight of God " we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." (Isa. 
Ixiv. 6.) In them therefore we cannot come into the 
presence of our God, and we need a covering. No 
patchwork garment will do. Think not that Christ 
will make up your deficiencies: "the rent will be 
made worse" that way. We want to be clothed 
upon entirely, and the raiment must be spotless; 
and there is no other way of being righteous in 
God's sight, but in the righteousness of Jesus. 
"The righteousness of God, which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all tliem that be- 
lieve," imputed to us : that is, accounted ours, just 
as our sins were imputed to Christ and accounted 
His. (2 Cor. v. 21.) This is the white raiment of 
which Jesus says, " I counsel thee to buy it of Me." 

Whilst however, like the Laodiceans, we are saying, 
" I am rich and increased with goods, and have need 
of nothing," we are in fact trusting to our own works, 
and seeking to be justified in God's sight by our own 
righteousness. This will never do. We must be 
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found in Christ, as we read in Phil. iii. 9, not having 
our "own righteousness, which is of the law; but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righ- 
teousness which is of God by faith." 

Another error we sometimes fall into is this : we 
co^npare ourselves with others, and think ourselves 
perhaps as good, perhaps better. In the first place, 
the only standard given us is the example of Christ 
(1 Pet. ii. 21) ; and who can come up to that ? But, 
again, we cannot see the hearts of others, and that 
is where God looks, and where faith is ; and we had 
better therefore only look to our own lives, and 
remember that we shall stand alone before God at 
the last day, and must then "every man bear his 
own burden." (Gal. vi. 5.) 

We shall need the white raiment in that day, a 
something to cover us ; or we shall be calling to the 
mountains and rocks, and saying, " Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the 
great day of His wrath is come ; and who shall be 
able to stand ? " (Rev. vi. 16, 17.) 

(iii.) "Anoint thine eyes with eye-salve." Like 
the Pharisees (John ix. 41), the Laodiceans said, 
" We see." Therefore their sin remained. 

The eye-salve means the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. We find a lovely exposition of this expres- 
sion in Eph. i. 17, 18, where the work of the Spirit 
is described as giving the revelation of Christ ; " the 
eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that 
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ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints, and what the exceeding greatness of His 
power to US-ward who believe." This is what by 
nature we are blind to ; this is what nothing but the 
Holy Spirit can make us see. " The same anointing 
teacheth you of all things." (1 John ii. 27.) 

And, when our eyes are opened, what shall we 
see ? It is written in the Psalms, " In Thy light we 
shall see light." (Psalm xxxvi. 9.) The first eflfect of 
this heavenly Ught will be to give us a new view of 
everything : we shall see all things in a " new light," 
as the expression is. The Lord Jesus will be revealed 
to us as He is : not as we naturally think of Him. 
And self will come out in its own colours : we shall 
see what we really are, and we shall "loathe our- 
selves in our own sight for our iniqtiities, and for our 
abominations." (Ezek. xxxvi. 31.) Never shall we 
see either the Lord Jesus or our own selves, in the 
true light, till we have the light that the Holy Spirit 
gives. 

IV. The Lord Jesus pleads with us. He says, 
" Behold I stand at the door, and knock" (Ver. 20.) 

This figure of speech is not hard to understand ; 
and what a wonderful thought it is: Jesus at the 
door of our hearts knocking for admittance! Do 
you say, * I have never heard that knock ' ? Have 
you not in the hour of sorrow and desolation ex- 
perienced some desires after Jesus ? Or have you 
not sometimes felt alarmed about your soul ? Has 

U 
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not some word of the Lord sounded in your ears, and 
made you think earnestly ? Then has Jesus knocked : 
and yoa have perhaps said, ' Not now.' You have 
admitted other thoughts^ other consolations in your 
time of sorrow, and you have drowned the voice of 
Jesus by other company, which you kept in the 
chamber of your heart. 

But now, once again, Jesus knocks. Now, at this 
moment. He is throigh this very passage of Scrip- 
ture appealing to your love, to your heart, and saying, 
''Admit me."' Is it a hard matter to you to part 
with something that must be given up if you let 
Him in ? Is it that when you think of Jesus, — a 
Guest in your heart, — ^you know you must part com- 
pany with some one or something dear to you, and 
you have not courage to do so ? Jesus is better than 
all that you can have there, and far better than you 
could imagine or expect. Undo the bars, withdraw 
the bolts, rusted though they be, and let Him in 
whose " loving-kindness is better than the life itself." 

Open the door. He says, " I will come in and sup 
with you." When we receive a friend whom we love, 
our first thought generally is to set something before 
him ; and what greater pleasure is there than sitting 
down with a beloved one, to partake of a meal to- 
gether ? So the Lord here would represent Himself 
as a Friend coming in and sitting down to a meal | 

with us, poor guilty ones, to converse with us, to I 

listen to our plaints, to tell us of His love. Then 
keep Him there : do not lose the thoughts that He | 
has given you; do not let the world creep in and 
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deaden your sense of heavenly things. " Abide with 
US," was the prayer of the disciples when they arrived 
at Emmaus, after they had felt the power and sweet- 
ness of converse with Jesus; and it must be your 
prayer, and it will be your desire, if only you have 
had real talk with the Lord. 

To many Jesus Clirist is no more than a name : 
He is in fact a Stranger. "Acquaint now thyself 
with Him, and be at peace." It will be a peace that 
the world can neither give nor take away. Accept 
the friendship He offers, and keep Him waiting no 
longer ; or perhaps some day you will find that He 
has withdrawn Himself, and your cry will be, "Oh, 
that I knew where to find Him ! " 

The Lord Jesus offers us a share of His throne 
and of His glory. We may be poor and friendless 
here ; but if we are the children of God, " we are joint 
heirs with Christ." (Rom. viii. 17.) United to Him, 
we can never be separated ; sharers of His sufferings 
here, we shall share His kingdom hereafter. (2 Tim. 
ii. 12.) It is no light matter whether we accept or 
reject Christ. If we are lukewarm and indifferent, 
let us remember that is worse even than coldness 
and hatred. Jesus would say to such, " Be zealous, 
and repent." Let not His word sound in vain. " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life ; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." (John iii. 36.) 
"Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." 
(Rev. xxii. 17.) 
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garet's, Ipswich ; Author of ^* Commentary on the Bevela- 
tion of St. John," etc. F'cap Svo., extra cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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Questions on the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church 
of England, with Scripture Proofs. By the Rev. J. F. T. 
Crampton, A.B., Rector of Aughrim. Second edition, 
enlarged. Cloth limp. Is. 6d. 

" Dies Ir<B ! " 

The Judgment of the Great Day, Viewed in the light of 
Scripture and Conscience. By R. B. Girdlestone, M.A., 
Author of ' * The Anatomy of Scepticism. '' Crown 8vo. 6s . 

The Consoler and the Sufferer. 

Sermons on the Raising of Lazarus, and the Passion Sayings 
bf Christ. By the Rev. Claude Bosanquet, M.A., Vicar of 
St. Nicholas, Rochester ; Author of " How Shall I Pray ? " 
etc Crown 8vo. 4b. 6d. 

Irish Priests and English Landlords. 

By the late Rev. George Brittaine, M.A., Rector of Kil- 
commack, Co. Longford. A new Edition, revised and 
corrected by the Rev. Henry SeddaU, RA., Rector of 
Dunany, Co. Louth; Author. of ''Historical Sketches of 
Romanism," " Malta, Past and Present," etc. 

Pleasant Sundays with my Children; 

or, ** Here a Little and There a Little." Familiar Conver- 
sations on the Animals, Birds, Lisects, Reptiles, Fishes, 
Flowers, Trees, and Precious Stones of the Bible. By the 
Author of "Ethel Woodville," etc. With many Illustra- 
tions. New Edition. In F'cap 8vo., extra cloth, gilt 
edges, 5s. 

Do You Mean what Yov, Say ? 

A Question for those who Pray *' Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven." On the Neglect of Family Prayer. By 
the Writer of "The Three Houses," "Present and After- 
wards," etc. With four full-page Engravings. Fancy 
cover, 8d. ; extra cloth, Is. 
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Thoughts on the Life Hereafter ; 

or, the Many Mansions in my Father's Hotise. Extra 
cloth boards. Is. 6d. 

" For Me and my Housed 

A Manual of Devotions for Family Use. With a short 
Series of Prayers in Scriptural Language, selected from the 
Book of the Psalms of David. By Rev. A. R. Ludlow, 
M.A., Formerly of Oriel College. F'cap 8vo., Is. 6d. 

A Breeze from the Great Salt Lake ; 

or, New Zealand to New York by the New Mail Route. 
By J. E. Ollivant, M.A., Oxon; Translator of "The Court 
of Mexico," by Countess Paula KoUonitz, Vienna. Post 
8vo. With Map. 4s. 6d. 

The Religion of Redemption; 

or, the Doctrine of Man's Ruin and Christ's Salvation, 
Defined and Defended. A Contribution to the Prelimi- 
naries of Christian Apology. By R. W. Monsell, B.A., 
late Pastor of the Free Church of Neufchatel, Switzer- 
land. Second Edition. With Life of the Author by the 
Rev. J. B. Heard, M.A. 1 vol 8vo., 10s. 

The Finding of the Saviour in the Temple, 

An Exposition of Luke ii. 46 — 61. Based upon, and ex- 
planatory of, Holman Hunt's great Sacred Picture. By 
the Rev. Richard Glover, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Dover.- Crown Svo., 4s. ; gilt edges, 4s. 6d. 

Voices of the Church of England against Modem 
Sacerdotalism ; being a Manual of Authorities on the Nature 
of the Lord's Supper and the Christian Ministry. Selected 
and Arranged, with Introduction, by the Rev. E. Garbett, 
M.A, Vicar of Christ Church, Surbiton, and Chaplain to 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury. Demy Svo. 3s. 
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Tfie Faithful Sayings of St Paul : 

Being a Course of Lectures. By the Rev. R. W. Forrest, 
M. A., Minister of the Lock ChapeL 

Clear Shining. 

A Memoir of Gertrude Mary Acklom. By her Mother. 
With Introduction by the Author of ''Memorials of Captain 
Hedley Vicars." Second Edition, with Portrait Extra 
doth, Is. 6d.; limp, Is. 

Words Heard in Quiet, 

Searchings out of the Book of the Lord, and Fragments of 
Letters and Poems. By E. A. W. With a Preface, by the 
Rev. B. Philpot, Vicar of Lydney, Gloucestershire, Edited 
by his Daughter. Crown 8vo. 4b. 6d. 

How Shall I Pray ? 

Sermons to Children on the Lord's Prayer. By the Rev. 
Claude Bosanquet, M. A., Vicar of St. Nicholas, Rochester. 
Square 16mo. Cloth boards. Is. 6d. 

The Ministry of Home; 

or. Brief Expository Lectures on Divine Truth. Designed 
especially for Family aod Private Reading. By Octavius 
Winslow, D.D. Crown 8vo., 5s. ; extra binding, gilt 
edges, 6s. 

The Choice. 

Five Lectures on Confirmation. By Emilius Bayley, B.D., 
Vicar of St. John's Paddington, late Rector of St. George's, 
Bloomsbury. Limp doth. Is. ; extra doth, gilt edges. 
Is. 6d. 

Christian Experience: 

or. Words of Loving Counsd and Sympathy. Selected 
from the Remains of the late Mrs. Mary Winslow. Edited 
by her Son, Rev. Octavius Winslow, D.D. Small 8vo. 3s. 
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Ov/r Father, 

A Word of Encouraging Remembrance for the Children of 
God. By the author of ''Thoughts on Conversion." With 
an Introduction by the Rev. A. Hewlett, D.D., Vicar of 
Astley, near Manchester. Second edition. Cloth extra, 
bevelled boards. 3s. 

HedveifCa Whispers in the Storm, 

By the late Rev. Francis J. Jameson, M.A., Rector of 
Coton. With Biographical Sketch of the Author. By the 
Rev. T. T. Perowne. Toned paper. Square 18mo. 28. 
With portrait, 3s. 

The Unseen Guide ; 

or, Stories and Allegories to Illustrate the Fruits of the 
Spirit. By M. and E. B. With twelve Illustrations by the 
Brothers DalzieL Small 4to. Emblematic cloth. Second 
Edition. With Introduction by Miss Charlesworth, Author 
of ''Ministering Children." 3s. 6d. 

The Intermediate State of the Blessed Dead; 

in a Series of Meditational Expositions. By the Rev. 
Joseph Baylee, D.D., late Principal of St. Aidan's, Birken- 
head. Second edition, enlarged. Cloth extra, Ss. 6d. 

Seed Scattered Broadcast; 

or. Incidents in a Camp Hospital. By S. Mc. Beth. With 
an Introduction, and Edited by the Author of " The Memo- 
rials of Capt. Hedley Vicars," and "The Life of the Rev. 
WilHam Marsh, D. D. " Uniform with * * English Hearts and 
English Hands. " Second Edition. Post 8vo. , 3s. 6d. 

The^Christian Life. 

Viewed under some of its more Practical Aspects. By 
Emilius Bayley, B.D., Vicar of St. John's Paddington :^ 
late Rector of St George's, Bloomsbury, and Rural Dean. 
F'cap 8vo., extra cloth, 38. ; Gilt edges, 38. 6d. 
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Suggestive Headings with my Sunday-school Teachers 
on the Goflpel of St. Luke. With Copious Notes and Re- 
ference& By a Clergyman's Wife. Post Svo. 2s. 

San Bemo, as a Winter Residence. 

By the late Rev. W. R Aspinal. 1863-65. Third edition. 
With Maps and Plans. Edited by his Widow. 3s. 

Living Jewels, 

Diversity of Christian Character, suggested by Precious 
Stones, with Biographical Examples. By A. L. O. E. With 
Illustrations. Small post Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Suggestive Thoughts; 

or. Ten Minutes Daily with Christian Authors, English 
and French. Selected, translated, and arranged by Mrs. 
Money (n6e de Bourbel). With Introduction by Dr. 
Norman Macleod. Price 4s. 6d. Antique boards. 



BY THE REV. GORDON CALTHROP, M.A., 

Viear of St. AugutHn^a, Highhury New Baark, London, 

The Lost Sheep Found, 

And other Sermons. (Fourteen.) Preached to the Children 
of St. Augustine's Church, Highbury, London. By the 
Rev. Gordon Calthrop, M.A. Square 18mo. 3s. 

Pvipit Recollections, 

Being Sermons preached during a Six Years' Ministry at 
Cheltenham and Highbury New Park. Revised and adapted 
for general reading. One voL, post Svo. 58. 6d. 

Lectwres on Home Subjects. 

Addressed especially to the Working Classes. F'cap 8vo., 
2s. 6d. 
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BY THE REV. GEORGE EVERARD, M.A., 

Tioar of St. Mark's, Wolyerhampton. 

Safe and Happy, 

Words of Help and Enconragement to Young Women, with 
Prayere for Daily use. Uniform with "Not Your Own," 
etc. Limp cloth, Is. Extra cloth, gilt edges. Is. 6d. 

Home Sundays; 

or, Help and Consolation from the Sanctuary. Cloth extra, 
3s. Bevelled, gilt edges, 38. 6d. 

Day hy Day; 

or. Counsels to Christians on the Details of Every Day 
life. With Introduction by the Rev. T. Yores, Incumbent 
of St. Mary's, Hastings. Fifth edition. F*cap 8vo., cloth, 
red edges, 3s. ; antique, gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 
Cheap edition. Uniform with "Not Your Own." Is. 6d. 

"Not Ymr Own:'' 

or, Counsels to Young Christians. Third edition. 18mo., 
cloth limp. Is. ; extra binding. Is. 6d. 



BY THE REV. C. D. MARSTON, M.A., 

Sector 0/ KerMl, Manehester, 

Manual on the Inspiration of Scripture, 
Fcap 8vo. aoth, 2s. 6dL 

Fundarnental Truths : 

Papers on Important Doctrines. F'«ap 8vo. Cloth boards, 
Is. 6d. 

The Four Gospels : their Diversity and Harmony, 
F*cap 8vo. 28. 
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The Position of the Laity in the Church. 
Third and Enlarged Edition. 8d. 



BY THE REV. ¥. 0. PURTON, B.A., 

Meetor of KingsUm-onrSea. 

Trust in Trial: • 

or, Lessons of Peace in the School of Affliction. Medita- 
tions, with Prayers and Hynms for the Sick and Suffering. 
Second edition. F'cap Svo. Cloth, Is. 6d. ; extra doth, 2s. 

Songs in Suffering : 

or, the Voice of Trust and Praise in Sickness and Sorrow. 
F'cap Svo., cloth boards, 3s. ; cloth extra, bevelled boards, 
gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

Hymn Booh for the Sick, 

In large type^ with texts of Scripture. Limp doth. Is. 
Paper, 6d. 



BY BROWNLOW NOETH, B.A., 

Magdalen Hall, ik^wdt 

KBOISTBAS OF THE DIOCESE OF WINOHBSTEB AKD SX7RBET. 

The Prodigal Son ; 

or, the Way Home. Cloth boards, extra, antique binding. 

28. 

Owrselves: 

A Picture sketched from the History of the Children of 
Israel Fourth Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. ; antique 
binding, 3s. Fifth and Cheaper Edition. 18mo., doth 
limp. Is. 9d. 
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Yes! or No! 

or, Qod's Offer of Salvation. Gen. xxiv. 68. Uniform 
with "OnnelyeB." Third Edition. Extra binding. 38. 
18mo., cloth limp, cheap edition, la. 9d. 

The Rich Man and Lazarus. 

A Practical Exposition. Uniform with "Ouraelves." 
2nd Edition. Square ISmo, cloth boards, Is. 6d. ; antique, 2s. 

Gathered Leaves, 

A series of Addresses in large type. limp doth, 6d. 

Earnest Words: New and Old. 

A Series of* Addresses. With Prayers and Hints for 
Christians. Uniform with '* Gathered Leaves." Limp 
doth. 6d. 

Leaves. 

A series of Tracts in very Large Type, for General Distri- 
bution. In packets of 50 ae|sorted. 6d. 

Think! 

Earnest Words for the Thonghtlefls. Large type. Limp 
doth. 6d. 

Words for the AnaAous. 

Uniform with "Earnest Words." Second Edition. Large 
Type, limp doth, 6d. 
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